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Jesus Uncensored 1.5 -- Listening for God  
(week of 8/23/2015)  

Text:  Luke 7:24-35 
 

Big Idea:  Be open to God’s messengers and God’s message 
 

Ice Breaker:  What is one thing you miss about being on vacation as a child? 
 

The last thing that happened in last week’s study was a visit to Jesus from the disciples of John the Baptist.  

After sending them back to John, Jesus turns to his audience and begins to talk about John -- the John they 

thought they knew, and the John that really was.  In an increasingly confrontational manner, Jesus explains 

who John was and what he was doing, and then turns with anger toward the religious leaders for their refusal 

to listen to either John or Jesus himself.  From his words, we can gain a better idea of how we need to be open 

to both the people God is sending our way, and how we need to be open to the truth God is pressing on us 

through them. 

 

(1)  “You didn’t know who you were listening to.” 

Luke 7:24-28 After John's messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind?  (25) If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? 

No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces.  (26) But what did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  (27) This is the one about whom it is written: "'I will send my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.'  (28) I tell you, among those born of women there is no 

one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."  
 

John the Baptist wasn’t your “every-day kinda guy”.  He lived in deserted and wild places outside of any town.  

He ate bugs and honey as he found them.  He wore nothing but a camel-hair coat and a leather belt.  And he 

boldly, even brashly, proclaimed that the people had best get ready for the Kingdom of God to appear.  He 

called Jewish leaders to stop oppressing people with their brand of religion; he called Roman soldiers to be 

kind and thoughtful to the Jews under their thumb; and he called EVERYone to a baptism of repentance, to 

prepare their hearts for the arrival of Messiah. 

John was quite the spectacle, and huge crowds went to hear him.  Many responded by repenting and being 

baptized, taking him at his word.  Others responded by ridiculing and rejecting him.  But NONE of them 

realized just who they were listening to -- the last great prophet of God, come to prepare them for a whole 

new world.  [LEADER -- See the FURTHER STUDY NOTES from Ralph Wilson about the Continental Divide 

before you lead this section.] 
 

Q:  ALL the prophets of the Old Testament world spoke for God and tried to turn the people back to Him.  

What made what John did better or more important than what the OT prophets did?  [Follow the idea 

about being the last prophet before the arrival of Messiah and the Kingdom of God -- the prophet who got to 

actually point at it and say, “There it is!  Get yourself into it!”]  
 

Q:  Many were drawn to Jesus because of the healings, free food, and miracles that happened when he was 

around.  John the Baptist didn’t heal, feed, or give away things to the people around Jerusalem, and he didn’t 
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speak very pleasant things, either. Speculate a bit:  Why were so many people drawn to John, boosting his 

popularity and responding to his call to repentance? 
 

Q:  How did John the Baptist fit in God's overall plan given the social and political tensions of the time?  

[God used the times and the people’s hunger for justice so that they would be ready to hear John's message. 

His arrival was perfectly timed by God, just as our lives are perfectly timed to the needs of people today. We 

have a message that they are hungry for.] 
 

Q:  Can you think of examples of how God uses specific circumstances in history to bring his plans to 

fruition? 
 

Q:  If you can, give an example of how God has used your life’s testimony to speak to the social and/or 

political tensions of our day, and how that encouraged you to see Him at work through you. 

 
(2)  “You rejected God’s purpose for yourself.” 

 Luke 7:29-30  (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus' words, acknowledged that God's way was 

right, because they had been baptized by John.  (30) But the Pharisees and the experts in the law rejected God's purpose 

for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.)   
 

These Pharisees and law experts wouldn’t allow themselves to be baptized by John because they resisted and 

rejected everything he said.  The religious elite, the self-righteous legalists who thought they weren't sinners 

and didn't need a cleansing, didn't like John. They didn't like his message of judgment. They couldn’t conceive 

the idea that this wild man, who lived in the wilderness and ate nothing but locusts and honey, could possibly 

be a voice from God.  And, of course, he repeatedly attacked their leadership and their mis-teaching of the 

scriptures.  So they set their minds against John, and, in doing so, “rejected God’s purpose for themselves.” 
 

“This is such a danger for any of us. Pride, and the inflexibility that is its seatmate, have a way of filtering out 

what we don't want to hear . . . The filter through which we see truth has a profound effect on our spiritual 

life, and our eternal destiny, and can cause us to reject God's purpose for our lives.”  [Ralph Wilson] 
 

Q:  How can we tell whether we’re “rejecting God’s purpose” for our lives? 
 

Q:  Why is it important to have our hearts tuned to the Spirit's frequency, and to be willing to change how 

we think? 
 

Q:  What is the biggest obstacle for your own discovery of God's plan for your life? 

 
(3) “You refuse to be satisfied until everyone is doing exactly what you want.” 

Luke 7:31-35  Jesus went on to say, "To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation? What are they like?  

(32)  They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to each other: "'We played the pipe for you, and 

you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not cry.'  (33)  For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor 

drinking wine, and you say, 'He has a demon.'  (34)  The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 'Here is a 

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.'  (35)  But wisdom is proved right by all her children." 
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Most of the Jewish religious leaders were extremely strict in controlling their public behavior.  They observed 

fasts and had rules against drunkenness and overeating, but they DID drink wine and eat hearty meals.  John 

the Baptist was too extreme even for them. His wilderness living, never touching wine, eating bugs and 

honey, wearing itchy, hot clothes - - you’d have thought the leaders would hold him up as an example of 

discipline and self-denial.  But what did they say about him? That he was insane and demon possessed. 

So Jesus arrives, and he’s totally different.  He enjoys living, laughing and loving.  He went to dinners and 

parties, drank wine and enjoyed other people’s company.  So what did they say about Jesus?  They called him 

a glutton and a drunk. 

“Those who wish only a superficial relationship to God and truth will find every excuse possible to have it. The 

Pharisees and other hypocrites of that age were like petulant children of the streets. They did not want to 

play God’s game at all . . . They condemned in Jesus what they implied John should have manifested, and 

condemned in John what they implied Jesus should have manifested. They simply were not going to play 

God-games unless they could dictate the rules. They really did not want to play at all so they said neither 

John or Jesus was playing the right game . . . Like the generation of Jesus' time, our age is marked by 

indifference and contempt, especially in regards to the things of heaven.  Indifference dulls our ears to God's 

voice and to the good news of the gospel. ” [Paul Butler] 
 

Q:  Why were some people so critical of John and Jesus -- and for opposite reasons?   
 

Q:  The Pharisees were also the controlling force in governing the Israeli public opinion. Why is it that holding 

on to our own power so often leads to blindness and indifference towards the truth? 
 

Q:   Why is pride such an easy thing to acquire, but such a difficult thing to see in ourselves? 
 

Q:  What other things can make us spiritually dull and slow to hear God’s voice? 

 

 

NEXT STEPS:   

 

Think through your life.  Are there parts of your faith, your decision-making, your place in church life, your 

family or career, etc., where you are pushing back against God?  Honestly examine what you’re expecting from 

God in areas that bring you frustration, and determine how you might be avoiding or refusing his direction 

because it doesn’t meet with your own expectations of what he SHOULD be doing in you or for you.  And then 

resolve to loosen your control in those areas, so that God can make great things happen in and through you. 
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
 

LUKE 7:24-28 -- “no one greater . . . least in the kingdom” 
 

[Ralph Wilson]  Jesus gives very high praise to his cousin John the Baptist, forerunner and Prophet called to announce the 

coming of the Messiah: "I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John." It is high praise 

indeed, and warranted. But Jesus' next words you probably question: "... yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 

God is greater than he." What in the world is Jesus talking about? 

I remember climbing the Rockies west from Denver on Interstate 70 pulling a loaded tent trailer behind our Impala 

station wagon.  The highway leveled out at the top of the Loveland Pass and we passed a sign that said "Continental 

Divide, Elevation 11,992 feet." It was all downhill from there. To the west all the rainfall flowed into the Pacific Ocean. 

To the east all the runoff flowed into the Atlantic. That invisible line along the crest of the Rockies defines the 

watershed for a continent. 

The reason Jesus can assign John such a high position, and then make him least in the Kingdom of God is because John 

preceded and heralded the watershed of history, the Great Divide between the Old Covenant and the New. The era of 

Law that gave way to the era of Grace. The era of the Prophets that opened into the era of the Messiah. John stood just 

shy of the summit and proclaimed the coming of the King. 

Since the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit has been granted to each and every believer. Even the tallest of the rugged 

prophetic "trees" of the Old Covenant could not see across the Great Divide to the era of the Kingdom. Just glimpses, 

just snatches of the great truth. As Jesus said to Nicodemus, a teacher of the Old Covenant era, "I tell you the truth, no 

one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again" (John 3:3). 

Jesus wasn't saying this as a put-down. It was true of Nicodemus as it was true of John the Baptist. He couldn't see the 

Kingdom of God. He couldn't quite perceive it. So though John stood as one of the greatest men of the Old Covenant 

era, he was as the least in the New Covenant, the new era of the Kingdom and the Spirit. 
 

LUKE 7:29-30   “. . . rejected God’s purpose for themselves . . .” 
 

[Alexander McLaren]  God’s purpose or counsel in sending the Forerunner was, first of all, to produce in the minds of the 

people a true consciousness of their own sinfulness and need of cleansing; and so to prepare the way for the coming of 

the Messiah, who should bring the inward gift which they needed, and so secure their salvation. The intention was, 

first, to bring to repentance, but that was a preparation for bringing to them full forgiveness and cleansing. 

. . . the question comes very sharp and direct to each of us, Is that gospel fulfilling its purpose in me? There are many 

good things flowing from the Christian revelation, such as blessings for social outward life; but unless it has effected its 

one purpose in regard to you and me, it has failed altogether. God meant His word to save your soul. Has it done so? 
 

LUKE 7:31-35   “wisdom is proved right by all her children." 
 

[Paul Butler]  In other words, the rightness of both John’s ministry and His is vindicated by what those ministries were 

producing -- repentance and faith and changed lives! As seen by superficial people, who really did not want to see, the 

ministries of John and Jesus might have appeared to be in conflict. But that was because the hypocrites, Pharisees and 

others, judged them by human standards. Their concept of the “kingdom game” was human power, exploitation of the 

poor and ignorant, manipulation through human traditions and violent wresting of the kingdom from God’s hands into 

their own (cf. the parallel to this incident in Matthew 11:7-19).  

So they said neither John nor Jesus knew anything about the “kingdom game” at all. Jesus said, “Wait and see -- what 

John the Baptist and I both say about the kingdom will be proven to be true!” There are still worldly-minded people 

with superficial views of the kingdom of God, acting like spoiled brats, unwilling to accept Christ’s mind on the 

kingdom. They do not want to play by God’s “rules” so they either try to destroy the game for others or do not get in 

the game at all!  


