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Jesus Uncensored 4.5 -- Your Light Shows How Well You Listen  
(week of 9/20/2015)  

Text:  Luke 8:16-18 
 

Big Idea: Spiritual growth depends on willingness to listen to and follow Jesus 
 

Ice Breaker:  If you were riding a bus, and Jesus got on and sat down next to you, what would you talk about? 
 

Luke 8:16-18 "No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, they put it on a stand, so that 

those who come in can see the light.  (17)  For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed 

that will not be known or brought out into the open.  (18)  Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will 

be given more; whoever does not have, even what they think they have will be taken from them." 
 

These verses follow immediately after Jesus’ parable of the soils -- the farmer throwing out seed, some of it 

falling on trampled-down ground (too hard for the seed to be implanted), some onto rocky ground (dirt too 

shallow for seed to get a good hold in the soil), some onto thorny ground (seed gets started, but gets choked 

out), and some onto good soil (seed grows in strongly and produces a good crop). 

Verses 16-18 seem to be a continuation of the soil teaching, with a shift in the metaphor used.  In the soils 

parable, Jesus says that the seed is the word of God, and that the truth of God produces spiritual fruit in our 

lives if our “soil” -- our ability and willingness to listen -- is good.  Jesus then shifts from farmland to 

lampstands, from seeds to light, to talk about what we do with the truth we receive.  Let’s have a look. 

 

(1)  The Purpose of the Light   Luke 8:16 "No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, 

they put it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 
 

Jesus sometimes used absurdity to make a memorable point -- “you look for a bit of sawdust in his eye, while 

you’re trying to see around the 2x4 in yours”; “you’ll strain a tiny little gnat out of your drink, but then you’ll 

swallow a whole camel” -- and he does it again here.  Who would go to the trouble of lighting a lamp, only to 

cover it with something that shuts out its light?  When you turn on a lamp, you generally want it where it 

gives light to the widest area possible. 

Jesus tells his listeners that He didn’t bring God’s truth to them so they could keep it to themselves.  “When a 

lamp is lit, it is supposed to provide light.  When you allow God’s Word into your life, He wants to light up the 

whole room with His Word.  He’s going to light up things in your life.  He’s going to light up things in the lives 

of those around you.”  [Rich Cathers] 
 

Q:  Describe, in general, where the lights are in your house. (a) Why are they placed in those locations?        

(b) Do you have any lighting that is in a particular location for a special purpose?  Why? 
 

Q:  Most Christians are KNOWN to be Christians by at least some of the people around them.  How would you 

describe someone who is trying to hide something that others already know about? 
 

Q: What pressures or fears can make us want to hide our faith in Jesus? 
 

Q:  What do we need to overcome those pressures or fears? 
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(2)  A Warning -- Light does what it was created to do!  Luke 8:17  For there is nothing hidden that will not be 

disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open.   
 

In many homes, the months of April or May are a time for “spring cleaning”.  It’s time to freshen up the house! 

We prop open the doors, pull up the blinds, and push open the windows . . . and then immediately want to 

lock the doors and hang thick drapes over all the windows so that no one can see all the dust and cobwebs 

that have accumulated in the house over the winter! 

That’s what the light of God’s truth does in our lives.  It lights up all the hidden places in us that we’d rather 

keep concealed from others . . . and from ourselves.  Clearly seeing our spiritual weaknesses and failures is 

painful and embarrassing, and we sometimes work hard to keep the light out of those places.  But if we really 

want God to make us what we were created to be, we MUST find the courage and conviction to honestly face 

what his light reveals in us.   [See below the lyrics and link to Michael O’Martian’s See This House.] 

As the truth that God has planted in us shines out of us, others will notice.  Some of them will be drawn to it, 

and will want it for themselves.  In John’s gospel, Jesus speaks of them:  John 3:21  But those who live by the 

truth come into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.  

But many people don’t react that way to God’s light.  In the verses just before, Jesus tells us why:                

John 3:19-20 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 

were evil. (20) All those who do evil hate the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 

“When God’s Word is active in your life, and in the lives of those around you, He brings out things that are 

hidden in darkness.  This makes some of us uncomfortable.  We find that the closer we get to the light, the 

more problems we see in our lives.   Don’t let that make you run from the light.  1 John 1:6-7 If we claim to have 

fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.  (7)  But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” [Cathers] 
 

Q:  How do we regard and treat people who are exposed as frauds, especially in a religious connection?   
 

Q:  We know that God knows exactly what our spiritual failures and weaknesses are -- but we also know that 

he forgives and restores.  Why then do we so often fear being exposed in those failures and weaknesses? 
 

Q:  (a) How could being more open about our failures and weaknesses be helpful to others when they see 

the truth about us?  (b) How would it help US? 
 

Q:  Read John 3:19-20 again.  (a) DO people love spiritual darkness more than light?  (b) Why would that be?  

(c) If a person doesn’t think what he’s doing is wrong, why would he object to having his deeds exposed? 

 

(3) A Second Warning -- YOU determine what God’s truth and light do in you!  Luke 8:18  Therefore consider 

carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what they think they have will 

be taken from them." 
 

“If the sower sows and the seed has automatic life in itself, then the ultimate responsibility for producing fruit 

lies with the “soil”. Hearing is the ultimate responsibility! Lamps are made for lighting and light may be seen 

unless one is “blind.” Jesus is not going to refuse to reveal the kingdom to anyone. The light of truth, so far as 

it depends on Him and His disciples, will be made available to all who are willing to see it. But truth is 

perceived only to the degree of honesty, and desire which the mind has toward it. Truth will not be forced 
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upon anyone. Take heed then how you hear (and obey)! The Light is there! It is up to man to see it! Those 

who put the most faith in Jesus’ words will understand them and profit from them most. Those who do not 

believe Jesus, even what little truth they have will soon become meaningless and lost.”  [Paul Butler] 
 

Q:  When we hide our light, what are some of the consequences to our faith -- what is it that we lose? 
 

Q:  WHY do we lose what we lose -- why does hiding our light effect that? 
 

Q:  It’s bad enough that people die in sin, without God, when we hide our light from them.  But what are some 

of the other consequences, in THIS life, to others around us when we hide our light? 
 

Q:  Why would God have left it to us to decide how much of his light we’ll either shine or hide?  [Another 

way to ask this question -- Why wouldn’t God just MAKE us shine his light?  Wouldn’t that be a lot more 

reliable than counting on us to decide to do it?] 
 

 

NEXT STEPS:  Talk with both God and a good friend about what you need to cultivate in your life, or in your 

thinking, or in your view of God and other people, which would motivate you to shine your “God-light” as 

brightly as you can.  Then ask that friend to help you with that cultivation. 
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 

 [The Preacher’s Commentary]  These verses tell us that our lives will be like lamps on a stand and that there will be 

no hidden places. It's frightening to live in a kingdom where everything you have thought and are thinking 

and will think will some day be exposed. It's difficult to believe there is mercy and grace even for some of 

those grungy thoughts that you and I have from time to time, and that we can claim forgiveness. 
 

[Warren Wiersbe]  We receive the Word so that we might share the truth with others; and the more we receive, 

the more we have to share. If we receive carelessly, we will have nothing to give. We will be like a lamp 

without oil. God shares His secrets with us, not for us to hide them, but so we can teach them to others. 
 

[Albert Barnes] The meaning here seems to be, he that diligently attends to my words shall increase more and 

more in the knowledge of the truth; but he that neglects them and is inattentive shall become more ignorant; 

the few things which he had learned he will forget, and his trifling knowledge will be diminished. 
 

 [Rich Cathers]  [vs 18]  Growing in the Lord comes from how you’re obeying. 

 (Luke 8:8b KJV)  …And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Now we see some of the importance of why we ought to pay attention to what God is saying. 

If you have faith in Jesus, if you’re willing to listen to Him, then you shall have much added to you.  But if you 

don’t want to follow or trust Jesus, you will have things taken from you. 

If we apply the Word of God to our daily lives, God will give us more guidance. If we hear His truths but choose 

to ignore them, we’ll lose even the faint notion that He’s leading us.  Be faithful to what God has been saying 

to you.  Pay attention. 

God doesn’t often let people skip steps of growth.  Sometimes we might think, “Well, I’ll just skip dealing with 

this particular area in my life for now”.  If you don’t deal with it, you might find that it gets more difficult to 

hear the Lord. You may be trying to move on, but God is waiting for you back at that step you wanted to skip. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ej-mjNpcLkI 

See this house I've built.    It stands so strong.   It took so long. 

Placed so high on this hill.    No one sees in.    They never will. 

Board by board I willed the walls into place, and the roof went on with my dreams. 

As nice as it is on the outside, you know it's still not all what it seems. 
 

Inside it's all run down.    Lonely and bare.    Dark everywhere. 
 

Confusion all around.    Things to be sold.    Love to be found. 

Down the hall, that room's been locked up for years, and neglect has misplaced the key. 

It's full of memories I bought for a price, at a time when nothing came free. 
 

But you        opened the door.      And there was light like there's never been before. 

Then you      gave me the key.      And there was love there to set me free. 

And until you      I was like sand,      blown out of hand. 
 

See this house I've built.    It stands so strong.    It took so long. 

Inside it's been made new.    It's all I have.    It's all for you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ej-mjNpcLkI

