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Face to Face 2.5 -- The Most Important Question 
(week of 10/11/2015)  

Text:  Luke 9:18-27 
 

Big Idea: “Who do you say that I am?”  Having the right answer is the 
difference between life and death. 

 
Ice Breaker:  Picture yourself before a really big exam. What do you feel like? What is going on in your head? 
 
There are a lot of questions in life for which we can’t afford to be wrong in our answer.  “Are you SURE you 

turned the water off?”  “Isn’t that car coming too fast to make it across?”  “What kind of snake WAS that, 
that just bit me?”  But in Luke 9, Jesus asks a question of his closest followers that makes all the difference 
between life with God forever and eternal death apart from him. 

We continue to follow Luke’s telling of Jesus’ life.  In Luke 9:18, Jesus’ disciples had been following his for a 
little less than two years.  They had seen his miracles, heard his teaching, and lived with him night and day.  
Now it was time for the big test.  What had they learned?  What did they understand about who he was? 
There are at least three lessons for US in their response, and in Jesus’ further words to them that day.  Let’s 
look together at what the disciples should have learned in this face-to-face encounter with Jesus. 

 
(1)  Get the answer right! 
Luke 9:18-20  While He was praying in private and His disciples were with Him, He asked them, "Who do the crowds say 

that I am?"  (19)  They answered, "John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, that one of the ancient prophets has come 
back."  (20)  "But you," He asked them, "who do you say that I am?" Peter answered, "God's Messiah!"   

 
“While there are a number of crucial spiritual questions, none is more important than the question Jesus 

asked the twelve in Luke 9:20, “But who do you say that I am?”  I mean, only one answer is correct. It is not, 
“Jesus, however you conceive Him to be.” Jesus didn’t say, “Great answer, Peter! Do any of the rest of you 
have any different thoughts? Yes, Judas, how do YOU feel about me?”  

Some say, “For me, Jesus is always accepting and loving.” But Jesus isn’t whatever you want Him to be. How 
you feel about Jesus doesn’t change who He is. There is a single correct answer to the question that is not 
based on feelings or personal opinions, but on objective revealed truth.”  [Steven Cole] 

 
Q:  In what situations would you be uncomfortable in stating plainly that Jesus is the Messiah, the savior of 

the world, the son of God, and actually is God?  Why? 
 
Q:  Why would the people have said that they thought Jesus was John the Baptist / Elijah / one of the 

prophets?  (Answer this for each of the three answers the disciples gave to Jesus’ first question) 
 
Q:  How would you answer Jesus today if He asked, “Who do the crowds say I am?” 
 
Q:  How would you answer the person who said, “If Jesus works for you, that’s great, but He’s not for me”? 
 
 
(2)  Stop living for yourself, and follow HIM! 
Luke 9:21-23  But He strictly warned and instructed them to tell this to no one,  (22)  saying, "The Son of Man must suffer 

many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be raised the third day."  (23)  Then He 
said to them all, "If anyone wants to come with Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me.     
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“I was asked last week, “What does it mean to “take up our cross daily”?  Great question.  Warren Wiersbe 
writes, “This means to be identified with Him in surrender, suffering, and sacrifice.”  The cross was what 
Jesus had to endure in His submission to the Father.  It involved shame and suffering.  There are going to be 
times when our walk with the Lord is going to take us into a place where life will no longer be comfortable.” 
[Rich Cathers]  

 

Q:    What three things in verse 23 must we do to become his follower, and what do each of these mean for 
us today, in a general sense?  [LEADER -- Seek answers that are generally true for everyone.  We’ll ask more 
specifically next.] 

 

Q:  Share with us, if you can, what it means for YOU SPECIFICALLY, PERSONALLY, to “deny yourself, take up 
your cross, and follow Jesus. 

 

Q:  Some Christians have great trouble answering that last question, because they’ve never decided that they 
really NEED to.  How would you encourage another person to take that question, and the other one Jesus 
asked, more seriously and personally? 

 
(3)  Don’t be ashamed of your Savior! 
Luke 9:24-27  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of Me will save it.  (25)  What 

is a man benefited if he gains the whole world, yet loses or forfeits himself?  (26)  For whoever is ashamed of Me and My 
words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory and that of the Father and the holy angels.   

(27)  I tell you the truth: There are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God."  
 

Q:  Verses 23 - 26 are a powerful but difficult statement about what it takes to be a disciple of Christ.  What do 
you think Jesus means when he says in verse 24, “Whoever loses his life because of me will save it”?  Are 
we all supposed to be martyrs and die for our faith? 

 

Jesus isn’t saying that unless you die for the gospel you can’t be saved.  He’s talking mainly about being a 
disciple, being one who follows Jesus.  This verse is all about being useful to the Lord.  When you get to the 
point that you choose to place the act of serving the Lord as more valuable than your own life, even more 
valuable than your own comfort, then you will see God do some amazing things. 

What if your life is ruined?  What if terrible tragedy threatens to undo you?  I tend to want to draw back and 
stop serving the Lord.  I want to quit when times get hard.  I like serving the Lord, as long as it’s comfortable.  

But the question comes, what do I hold valuable?  My life?  My comfort?  My reputation?  Or Jesus?  [Rich Cathers] 
 

Q:  If we really believe that life with God will be as great and glorious as we say it will be, why do we want 
so strongly to hold onto THIS life, rather than put ourselves in God’s hands? 

 

Q:  Explain verse 25, and what it means to “lose or forfeit” oneself? 
 

Q:  In verse 26, Jesus warns them to not be ashamed of Jesus and what he teaches.  As far as declaring who 
Jesus is to the people around us, how can we tell that we are being ashamed of Jesus? 

 

Q:  What would it look like for us to know that we are NOT ashamed of Jesus? 
 

NEXT STEP:  You’ve had Next Steps before that included writing down your testimony of coming to Jesus 
and beginning your walk with God.  If you haven’t done that, do.  Once you have, make a plan to share that 
testimony with someone that you know needs to know who Jesus really is! 
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
Who is Jesus Christ?  This question is not a philosophical or a sociological gimmick.  It gets to the heart of who 

humans are and, even more important, what eternity will hold for them.  People can admire the works of 
Jesus, honor His words, extol His patience, advocate His nonviolence, acclaim His decisiveness, praise His 
selflessness, and stand speechless at the cruel end of His life.  Many may even be ready to accept Jesus as a 
good man who tried to set things right -- to infuse fairness where there was injustice, to offer healing where 
there was sickness, and to bring comfort where there was only misery. 

Yes, Jesus could well earn the name of the best teacher, a revolutionary, a leader par excellence, and a 
psychologist who can probe into the depths of one’s soul. He was all these and so much more. None of these 
things, however, comes near to answering the all-important question that Jesus Himself raised: “Who do you 
say that I am?”  It is a question that demands an answer, and on that answer the destiny of humanity hinges.  
[The Adventist] 

 

Jesus is referring to a life of total commitment to him, even to the point of suffering and martyrdom. He says 
that if one chooses to follow him that he or she must be a true disciple must be ready for ready to face literal 
scorn on the road to eventual martyrdom, following Jesus to the cross. Jesus is saying that from the moment 
of your faith in Him, you must count your life forfeit for the kingdom. Jesus called it “denying yourself.” It is 
called obedience. We must die to selfishness, self-centeredness. Let me be painfully specific. Is it God’s will 
for us to amass and cling to so many things that are going to burn one day, things we really cannot afford, 
things we have to spend the days of our lives paying off? Or would the Lord have us investing our energies in 
things that last – like the well-being of our marriages, the emotional health of our children?  [Gene Brooks] 

 

All my achievements meant nothing in God’s economy. No, the real legacy of my life was my biggest failure – 
that I was an ex-convict. My greatest humiliation – being sent to prison – was the beginning of God’s greatest 
use of my life. He chose the one experience in which I could not glory for His glory. Confronted with this 
staggering truth, I discovered that my world was turned upside down. I understood with a jolt that I had been 
looking at life backward. But now I could see: only when I lost everything I thought made Chuck Colson a 
great guy had I found the true self God intended me to be and the true purpose of my life. It is not what we 
do that matters, but what a sovereign God chooses to do through us. God doesn’t want our success; He 
wants us. He doesn’t demand our achievements. He demands our obedience.  [Chuck Colson] 

 

Those people are described there in verse 26 as those “ashamed of Me and My words.”  And that goes right to 
the issue.  You can’t separate Jesus from His gospel.  Me and My words go together.  It isn’t just being 
enamored with Jesus, it’s embracing the gospel that He preached.  But wherever the fear of alienation or 
ostracization from your group, or the love of self, or the love of sin dominates the heart, the sinner will not 
deny himself, he will not willingly take up a cross, he will not follow, and therefore verse 24 says, “He will lose 
his life.”  He’ll lose his life in the eternal sense. 

Well, it comes down to who you’re going to be ashamed of.  And nothing ever, ever could come close to the 
seriousness of being ashamed of Jesus Christ and His gospel.  That is eternally disastrous.  And the second 
part of the verse points that out.  First you have the sinners who are ashamed of the Son of Man, and then 
you have the Son of Man being ashamed of sinners.  

He says, “Of him - ” that is, whoever is ashamed of Me and My words “ - will the Son of Man be ashamed 
when He comes in His glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.”  That’s looking at the second 
coming.  When Jesus comes in full blazing glory, the glory of the Father, His own glory and the attendant 
glory of the accompanying angels, scenes described in the prophetic portions of the Scripture, in Daniel, in 
Matthew, later in Luke, in Revelation, when Jesus comes back to sit on the throne of judgment, He is going to 
have nothing but shame to heap upon those who are ashamed of Him.   [John MacArthur] 


