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Fearless 1.5 -- More Jesus, Less fear 
(week of 1/3/2016) 

Text:  Luke 11:14-28 
 
Big Idea: The better you know Jesus and his story, the more you’ll be 

able to live without fear.  
 
Icebreaker: What did you do this Christmas that you’d never done before? 
 
We began a new sermon series this week, called “Fearless.”  In this series, we’ll learn what it looks like to be 

fearless for God; how we are called to be fearless; the key to being fearless; how to give fearlessly; and we’ll 
take a step of faith to live a fearless life. 

 
In this week’s passage, Jesus performs a miracle in full view of a crowd of people.  The apostle John tells us 

that there specific reasons for recording the miracles of Jesus in the gospels:  (31)  Jesus performed many other 
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  (31)  But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name (John 20:30-31) .  
Jesus performed miracles as acts of compassion and as signs that he was who he said he was.  But on THIS 
occasion, while, as Luke writes, “the crowds were amazed”, many were amazed for the wrong reasons.  

What does that have to do with being fearless?  One of the key factors in fear is the unknown -- when we 
don’t know how a situation will work out, or what will happen to us in it, we can easily become fearful about 
our future, fearful of being hurt, or fearful of coming out of it worse than when we went in.  When I don’t 
understand or am not sure about who Jesus is and what he wants to do in my life, I have no strong reason to 
believe that he is acting on my behalf, for my good.  And if I don’t believe that, I have little reason to believe 
that I can live fearlessly as I face the unknown. 

Luke shows us four reactions to Jesus’ miracle here. We’ll look at three of them this week, and the final one 
next week, to learn how we should and shouldn’t react to what we know about Jesus.  [LEADER -- see the note 
from Dave Ahl in Further Study Notes, below] 

 
 
(1)  Bad Reaction #1 -- Giving Satan the credit for what God does 
Luke 11:14-15, 16-23  Now He was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon came out, the man who had been 

mute, spoke, and the crowds were amazed.  (15)  But some of them said, "He drives out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of 
the demons!" . . .  (17)  Knowing their thoughts, He told them: "Every kingdom divided against itself is headed for 
destruction, and a house divided against itself falls.  (18)  If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom 
stand? For you say I drive out demons by Beelzebul.  (19)  And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, who is it your sons drive 
them out by? For this reason they will be your judges.  (20)  If I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom 
of God has come to you.  (21)  When a strong man, fully armed, guards his estate, his possessions are secure.  (22)  But 
when one stronger than he attacks and overpowers him, he takes from him all his weapons he trusted in, and divides up 
his plunder.  (23)  Anyone who is not with Me is against Me, and anyone who does not gather with Me scatters.   

 

Luke tells us that some of the crowd was amazed at what Jesus had done, believing that God was at work.  
However, there were those who had to admit, while that Jesus HAD actually thrown a demon out of the man, 
they refused to give God any credit at all.  They claimed that the only way Jesus could have done such a thing 
was if he was on Satan’s team himself. 

“Beelzebul” was a name that ancient Jews sometimes gave to Satan himself, or to the demon thought to “rule 
the house” over other demons on Satan’s behalf.  These witnesses of the demon-removal had made up their 
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minds the Jesus wasn’t getting any credit for being on God’s side, and so they accused him of working hand-
in-hand with the chief demon himself, making a show of tossing out one minor demon as a distraction, so 
that the people would let their guard down and allow Satan to do with them what he wanted to do. 

Jesus’ answer to them:  1) “Who knowingly shoots himself in the foot to try to gain an advantage?”  2) “If 
that’s what I’m doing, doesn’t that have to be what your friends are doing, too?”  3)  “The only way a strong 
man loses a fight is if he meets someone even stronger than he is.”  4)  “You can’t be FOR God and AGAINST 
him at the same time.” 

[LEADER-- See the Further Study Note from Bob Deffinbaugh for more connection of this passage to the name “Beelzebul”] 
 
Q:  Tell us about an experience that scared you about as much as anything ever has, and how you got 

through it. 
 
Q:  These people who rejected God’s part in this miracle seem almost to have been more ready to 

acknowledge the power of demons than they were to acknowledge the power of God.  What reasons can 
you think of as to why that might be? 

 
Q.  Why is the thought of God more frightening to some than the thought of demons and their powers? 
 
Q:   In Luke 11:23, Jesus says "He who is not with me is against me."  But in Luke 9:49-50 Jesus says "Whoever 

is not against you is for you." If these statements don’t contradict each other, what are we to learn from 
each of them? 

 
Q:  Few of us will knowingly confront a demon, ever.  What lessons about living fearlessly can you take from 

this passage? 
 
 
(2)  Bad Reaction # 2 -- Remaining neutral, unwilling to make a commitment 
Luke 11:16, 24-26   And others, as a test, were demanding of Him a sign from heaven. . .   (24)  "When an unclean spirit comes 

out of a man, it roams through waterless places looking for rest, and not finding rest, it then says, 'I'll go back to my 
house where I came from.'  (25)  And returning, it finds the house swept and put in order.  (26)  Then it goes and brings 
seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and settle down there. As a result, that man's last condition is 
worse than the first."   

 
Others in the crowd were happy to acknowledge that God was working through Jesus, but they weren’t yet 

willing to acknowledge that Jesus was anything special.  They had seen this evidence, but apparently said 
something like, “Yeah, well, that’s great.  But if you’re REALLY the Messiah, you could do some other stuff, 
too.  You show us, and we might believe you.” 

They sound like so many people today who claim to be open minded, willing to be convinced, but then never 
accept ANY evidence as being enough to make a commitment to anything. 

Jesus tells them a story about what happens when we refuse to make a choice, to take a stand.  He says that 
we leave ourselves open to any idea or demon to come along and take advantage of that “openness” --      
that really isn’t an openness at all.  It’s really a tremendously arrogant approach to belief -- “Yeah, that might 
be enough to convince THOSE yokels, but I’m too sharp to fall for that.  You’ve gotta give ME something 
REALLY good!” 

[LEADER -- see Diffenbaugh’s Further Study Note, “#2-- Neutrality”, and Steven J. Cole’s note there] 
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Q:  In your experience, what tends to happen to a person who refuses to make a decision or take a stand on 
an important issue, in ANY part of life?  Can you give some examples? 

 
Q:  One implication of Jesus’ story for these people is that without the power of God active in you, you 

CANNOT resist the influence of Satan on your own.  If you have found that to be true (either in yourself or in 
others), can you share some examples (without saying too much)? 

 
Q:  Back in verse 23, Jesus says that anyone who doesn’t stand with him is actually his enemy.  It’s clear how 

that applies to someone who is actively working against Jesus.  But how does that apply to a person who 
tries to remain neutral in the matter of Jesus? 

 
Q:  If this group of people at one time included YOU, what finally drove you to react more humbly and 

honestly by accepting and believing the truth about Jesus? 
 
Q:  In what situation right now are you afraid to step out in faith unless you see the “sign” first?  May we 

pray about that together that with you tonight -- that God will show you that you can be more fearless 
than you may be now? 

 
 
(3)  Bad Reaction # 3 -- Missing the demand that results from believing 
Luke 11:27-28  As He was saying these things, a woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, "The womb that 

bore You and the one who nursed You are blessed!"  (28)  He said, "Even more, those who hear the word of God and keep 
it are blessed!" 

Some people saw the miracle and rejected God’s work as Satan’s.  Some decided they needed more evidence 
than a run-of-the-mill exorcism.  But at least one woman completely missed the most basic truth. 

“It is interesting that right in the context of Jesus’ teaching about demons, this woman extols Mary! She may 
have been well-meaning, but clearly she was misguided.  Of course, Mary was blessed by God to be the 
mother of Jesus. His response does not deny this, but He does correct the direction of this woman’s 
thoughts. He says in effect, “Natural family ties to Me are not the point; the point is to hear God’s Word and 
do it.” The person who is decidedly with Jesus doesn’t just mouth pious platitudes; rather, he hears what 
Jesus says and acts on it.”  [Steven J. Cole] 

 
Q:  Many take name “Christian” only because that’s what they’ve always known, having been raised by 

believing parents.  What might be dangers of coming to Jesus mainly in terms of family ties and traditions? 
 
Q:  Some believe that it’s more difficult for a person raised in the church to come completely to Christ, than it 

is for a person raised in a life without faith in God.  What do you think -- why might that be? 
 
Q:   What connection is there between knowing and Obeying God’s Word, and living more fearlessly in God? 
 
Q:  How might family ties get in the way of living fearlessly for God? 
 
 

NEXT STEPS:  Get to know Jesus better this year, by S.O.A.P.ing his story in the gospels (especially if you’ve 
never done it before), so that you can live fearlessly in his love and in his will.  If you haven’t yet, find a 
S.O.A.P.ing partner and get started.  (Your Life Group is a good place to find that person!) 
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
 

[Dave Ahl] “Since Jesus had come to convert men, His evidence was both plentiful and public. The evidence was 
clear. Indeed, no one denied the miracles which Jesus performed. In this passage, no one denied that He had 
cast a demon from the dumb man. Everyone, however, failed to come to the right conclusion with this 
evidence. They came to the wrong verdict. The evidence did not convince or convert men. The reason why 
this is so is seen in the next verses. They tell us that the problem was not with the evidence Jesus produced, 
but with the eyes which beheld it. The eye, Jesus said, is the gateway to the person’s entire being, his whole 
body. If the eye is good, if it lets in the light, the whole body is illuminated. If the eye is defective, if it lets in 
little light, the whole body is dark. Moving from the symbolism to the substance of this argument, Jesus is 
saying that everyone who failed to interpret the evidence of this miracle as they should has done so because 
of a defect in their ability to “see” the truth, not because of any deficiency in the evidence.”  

 
[Bob Deffinbaugh]  “[Beelzebul] is used in the New Testament as a name for Satan. In the Mishnaic Hebrew Ba’al 

Zebul would have the meaning ‘Lord of the house’ (Zebul meaning generally ‘residence’ and more specifically 
the earthly or heavenly temple). This etymology thus throws light on the following references to the divided 
house (verse 17) and to the strong man armed guarding his ‘court’ (verse 21) . . .” 

 
[#2 -- Neutrality]  “. . . if you are still neutral toward Christ you are really hostile toward Him and hospitable 

toward Satan. There is no such thing as neutrality when it comes to the gospel. The evidence from God’s 
Word is clear. We are all sinners, deserving of the penalty of death (Romans 3:23; 6:23). God has sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ, to die in our place, to bear our penalty, so that we might have eternal life (John 3:16). All 
who trust in Him for salvation have eternal life (John 1:12). Do not remain neutral any longer, my friend, for 
this is a dangerous and damnable sin.” 

 
[Steven J. Cole]  “Sometimes we look at nice, decent, law-abiding people and assume that they are not in Satan’s 

domain, as if there is some large, neutral zone between God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom. But Satan is a 
deceiver, and he cunningly leaves many in their not-too-bad condition so that we look at them and think, 
“This person couldn’t be in Satan’s domain!” Do not be deceived! Even though a person may not look like 
Legion or may not be struck dumb and blind by demons, he or she is still just as much in Satan’s evil domain, 
headed for an eternity in hell, if he is not rescued by Jesus Christ. This means that every time we proclaim the 
gospel to a lost soul, a spiritual battle is raging. There are two and only two sides. Either the person ignores 
or rejects the gospel and remains in Satan’s domain; or, Jesus Christ saves him and he is transferred to the 
kingdom of God’s beloved Son.” 

 
[Ralph Wilson]  (vs 27-28)  “You would expect Jesus to pause and say something kind about his mother Mary. 

Indeed she WAS blessed by God, and Luke has pointed out Mary's blessedness in her cousin Elizabeth's 
words, "Blessed are you among women..." (1:42).  But instead Jesus says the unexpected, a very pointed and 
almost sharp word that underlines the theme he has been following in today's teaching -- that only full 
commitment will suffice. Neither neutrality, nor emptiness, nor family relationship mean anything here. 

“Jesus' disciples do not follow out of family allegiance or pride -- though Jesus' mother and brothers did follow 
him, and his brother James rose to prominence in the Jerusalem church. Jesus' disciples are those who have 
committed themselves to hearing God's word through his Son, and obeying it.” 


