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Fearless 2.5 -- Something we NEED to fear 
(week of 1/10/2016) 

Text:  Luke 11:29-32 
 

Big Idea:  If there is anything to fear other than God, it is that our 
stubbornness might make us miss our chance to repent. 

 

Icebreaker:  What song reminds you of an incident in your life? 
 

In last week’s study passage (11:14-28), Jesus cast a demon out of a man, healing the man’s muteness.  A large 
crowd had seen it, and we looked at three of the four different ways they reacted: some rejected Jesus and 
said that he worked by the power of the devil; some believed Jesus because of what they saw but refused to 
make a commitment of any kind about it; and one woman directed the attention to Jesus’ family and 
upbringing, rather than to him and his power. 

This week, we’ll see the fourth reaction -- some shouted for more miracles, more signs that Jesus was who he 
said he was.  They had seen this miraculous healing, and they had seen and heard of even more, but weren’t 
satisfied with what they had.  They wanted more. 

Jesus’ reaction to them was not pleasant.  “He began by saying, ‘This generation is an evil generation!’”  They 
had heard him teach, and had seen sick people healed and possessed people cleaned, but still they demanded 
more -- one more sign and they’d be convinced. They didn’t realize that they were doing exactly what Satan 
had tried to do in Jesus’ temptation ordeal:  Matthew 4:5-7  Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand 
on the highest point of the temple.  (6)  "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He 
will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.'"  (7)  Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 

The people of Ninevah responded to the preaching of Jonah by fearing God and repenting.  The people 
listening to Jesus in this case had no such fear.  Let’s see how Jesus responded. 

 

Q:  Many Christians believe that God has, one or more times, given them a sign of his presence when they felt 
lost or alone, or a sign of his confirmation when they were uncertain about a decision they were making or 
direction they were taking.  If that has happened for you, would you describe the situation and the sign you 
believe you received from God? 

 
 

(1)  The sign of Jonah; the sign of Jesus 
Luke 11:29-30 As the crowds were increasing, He began saying: "This generation is an evil generation. It demands a sign, 

but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.  (30) For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so 
also the Son of Man will be to this generation. 

 

“Jesus is greater than Jonah and ‘dirty rotten pagans’ responded to Jonah. Jonah hated the people he preached 
to and wanted them to die. Jesus loved the people He preached to and wanted them to have eternal life. 
Jesus is the Word of God come to share the love and grace of God with the world. If hundreds of thousands 
of pagan people repented from the hateful, spiteful, angry little fish monger of a man without asking for a 
sign, then how can God’s people in God’s presence, hearing God’s Word, seeing God’s power with own eyes 
stand there and ask for a sign? What a shame.”  [Tyler Edwards] 

 

Q:  After such a dramatic miracle, why would some people still have demanded another sign from heaven, 
rather than fearing for their own souls? [LEADER -- see the “Further Study Notes” from Steven Cole.] 
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Q:  Speculate -- what sort of sign might have satisfied them? 
 

Q:  Jesus seems harsh and angry with his listeners, hitting them full force with his words.  Why do you think 
Jesus wasn’t more “diplomatic” in his answers to these people?   

 

Q:  How confrontational or aggressive should we be, if at all, in our witness about Jesus to others?  [LEADER 
-- give some thought to Colossians 4:5-6 as you discuss this.) 

 

Q:  One obvious explanation of “the sign of Jonah” is given in Matthew 12:40 -- For as Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  
But the men of Ninevah didn’t know anything about Jonah being in the fish -- that had no part of their decision 
to repent.  So why DID they repent?  What was the sign of Jonah to them?  [LEADER -- encourage your group 
to read verse 30 carefully to see the answer.  And see the notes below from Darrel Bock.]   
 
 

 (2)  Greater than Solomon 
Luke 11:31   The queen of the south will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, 

because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and look -- something greater than 
Solomon is here! 

[LEADER -- review the encounter between Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, in 1st Kings 10:1-13, focusing 
on her reaction in vs. 9; read the notes below from John MacArthur.] 

 

Sheba, the place this queen travelled from, is thought to have been somewhere in the southern part of Arabia, 
some 1700 miles south of Israel, either near or in modern-day Yemen.  A journey that long was a hugely 
difficult, tedious and long trip.  Think of saddling up the pack mules and horses, and loading the wagons, and 
travelling from Raleigh to Albuquerque, NM.  That would be about the same distance.  

 

“The queen of Sheba travelled a long distance to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Yet Jesus’ hearers rejected Him 
although He spoke with so much more wisdom and truth, and Jesus was more superior than Solomon. 
Similarly, if the queen of Sheba could rise up, she would condemn this “evil generation” for their hard-
heartedness.”  [DHW Bible Class] 

 

“This clearly illustrates the difference between lack of faith and active disbelief. The disbelievers were saying, 
"Do something to impress us. You show us a sign. You cater to our demands." But Jesus said that the Queen 
of the South will be able to condemn them because when she did not have faith in what she heard, she went 
to investigate it herself. She did not send a message to Solomon saying, "Hey, I've heard about all this 
wisdom you have, but I don't believe half of it. If you want to convince me, travel on down here and impress 
me." No, she came from the ends of the earth to hear Solomon's wisdom.  She will be able to condemn those 
who actively disbelieved Jesus because she searched for the truth, while they [thought the truth needed to 
find them].”  [Ron Daniel] 

 

Q:  The Queen of Sheba had a need to pursue the truth, to find it for herself, and is commended for 
acknowledging the truth when she found it.  How does her attitude and action differ from these skeptics 
who demanded more signs from Jesus?  

 

Q:  1st Kings 10:1 says, “When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relationship to 
the LORD, she came . . .”  It wasn’t just that Solomon was rich or wise or powerful.  From what she had heard, 
she knew that Solomon’s greatness was somehow connected to his relationship with the God he worshipped, 
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and THAT’S what she came to learn about.   What would that kind of desire to know the truth of God look 
like in a person today? 

 

Q:  What would have to change in your heart or mind to develop in you that kind of desire to know the 
truth of God? 

 

Q:  To what degree, if any, does a fear of missing something about God and his salvation drive your desire to 
know him more? 

 
 

(3)  Greater than Jonah 
Luke 11:32  The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented 

at Jonah's proclamation, and look -- something greater than Jonah is here! 
 

“‘something greater than Jonah is here’ -- Notice again "something."  Jesus' wisdom and message are greater 
than any OT wisdom and message. Jonah's message caused a pagan nation to repent. Jesus' message is 
greater than Jonah's, but these religious leaders will not repent and believe. Their condemnation is far worse 
because the message they heard was so superior!”  [Bob Utley] 

 

“So Jesus argues that someone greater than Solomon or Jonah is present. Response is demanded, and looking 
for more signs is not the way to proceed. Rather, the preached word is the issue. It is time to decide, not sit 
on the fence. At risk is condemnation from those of a former era who did respond to the preached word. The 
Son of Man is a sign to this generation in the sense that he brings the Word of God to light, so people can 
come to know God. Thus Jesus issues both a rebuke and an exhortation here: Do not be evil and seek more 
miraculous signs; believe the Word as the Ninevites did and as the Queen of the South did.”  [Darrel Bock] 

 

Q:  Why does the response of both “the Queen of the South” and “the men of Nineveh” condemn us when 
we refuse to step into the Kingdom? 

 

Q:  The scriptures in these two weeks of study (11:14-32) can be summarized this way:  The belief which God 
commended was based upon inspired words, more than upon fantastic works.  How would you explain why 
that is? 

 

Q:  How would you respond to someone who said, “If I just saw a miracle with my own eyes, I’d believe”? 
 

Q:  Is it ever legitimate to provide more evidence for someone who is questioning Christianity? If so, when? 
 

Q:  What would Jesus say about your diligence in seeking wisdom and willingness to repent? 
 
 
 

NEXT STEPS:  An exercise in honesty with yourself and God:  Is there a sin in your life for which you find 
excuses to not repent and strongly turn away from?  Or is there a sin that you keep because “God hasn’t 
shown me that it’s really wrong”?  Pray that you will develop a healthy fear of what that sin is doing to your 
spirit and your walk with God; strongly repent; and move ahead in confidence that God is working to cleanse 
you of it and is keeping you in his salvation. 
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
 

[Steven Cole]  The Jews were demanding a sign from Jesus to test Him (11:16), but Jesus confronted them with 
their wickedness in seeking for a sign (11:29). Christ, who knows the hearts of all men (11:17), knew that a 
hundred miraculous signs would not be sufficient for these scoffers. They had just seen Him cast the demon 
out of a man who could not speak so that he became able to speak (11:14). They had seen Him raise the 
paralytic (5:17-26), heal the man with the withered hand (6:6-11), and do many other miracles, but none of 
these signs had brought them to believe in Him. 

What was their sin in seeking for a sign? Their sin was their rebellious, unrepentant hearts. They were curious 
to see Jesus perform miracles, but they were not contrite about their sins. They wanted to watch a good 
show, but they would have been quick to explain away any signs that Jesus performed because they were not 
willing to follow Him. In other words, their problem was not a lack of evidence. Their problem was a lack of 
repentance. Thus Jesus tells them that no sign will be given to them except the sign of Jonah. 

 

[Darrell Bock/IVP]  “the sign of Jonah” -- A surface reading might lead us to think that by the sign of Jonah, Jesus 
means resurrection, since a striking feature of Jonah's career was his three-day reflective sojourn in the belly 
of the fish. But when we look carefully at Jesus' remarks in Luke, we find that the sign he means is Jonah's 
preaching of repentance. Jesus mentions both Jonah and the Queen of the South in making his point (1 Kings 
10:1-13; 2 Chron. 9:1-12). In both cases he mentions teaching or preaching as the point of contact. 

 

[John MacArthur]  [about the Queen of the South]  He's saying here's a woman with nothing like the privilege 
that this generation has had. Here is a woman from afar off, not nearby. Here is a woman who had no 
knowledge of the true God and no invitation to discover anything about the true God. Here is a woman who 
sought the truth out of her own heart, who traveled for weeks to get to the truth. She came at great 
sacrifice. She came at great expense. She came at great time and effort. She came voluntarily. She came 
eager for the truth. She heard, she believed, she responded with praise and with gratitude. And he says to 
them in verse 31, "And behold, something greater than Solomon is here." Something, not just someone, but 
something and that is not only Christ but all that pertains to Him and His gospel, all the truths of His glorious 
kingdom, all the truth of salvation. The Jews had in their midst a far greater King than Solomon who was far 
off from this woman. The Jews had in their midst a far greater teacher of wisdom than Solomon. The Jews 
had a far greater kingdom than Solomon's. The Jews had a far greater message than Solomon's. And they 
rejected it all. 

 

[DHW Bible Class] Some people demanded that Jesus perform a sign from heaven. Obviously they were thinking 
of a greater miracle than the casting of the devil out of the dumb man. Jesus denied their request. There is 
nothing wrong for Jesus to perform sign miracles. Indeed, Jesus had performed many sign miracles. The 
reason why Jesus denied their request was not that He had no power to perform another sign miracle. 
Rather, the problem was with the people. Jesus described the generation of His day as “an evil generation.” 
They sought a sign from heaven and their request was not for genuine reasons. They wanted to tempt Him. 
Jesus already performed a miracle before their eyes. However they refused to accept it as proof of Jesus’ 
claim of who He is -- He is the Son of God and consequently God Himself in the midst of sinful men.  

If Jesus were to perform another miracle, it would make no difference. They would still reject the moral and 
spiritual significance of the miracle. In fact, if Jesus had acceded to their request by giving another sign, Jesus 
would be seen by them as admitting that their skepticism was reasonable and valid. It was an evil generation 
and no sign would be given.  

Just as Jonah was sent by God to preach repentance to the Ninevites who were under God’s judgement and 
condemnation, Jesus too was sent by God to a people who are also under God’s wrath and judgement. Jonah 
was a reluctant messenger. But Jesus was willing and came from Heaven. Jesus was greater than Jonah. If the 
Ninevites could rise up, they would chide this evil generation.  


