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Fearless 4.5 -- Fearless for the Future 
(week of 1/24/2016) 

Text:  Luke 12:49-59 
 
Big Idea:  We can be fearless as we approach the last days of this life. 
 
Icebreaker:  What was your favorite part of being iced in this last 

weekend?  How did you spend your time? 
 
Although Christians have been interested in understanding eschatology -- the study of the last days of earth 

and the second coming of Jesus -- almost form the beginning, the late 1960’s and early-to-mid-1970’s were a 
big time for popular books on the subject.  Much of the church seemed obsessed with figuring out just WHAT 
would happen, WHEN it would happen, and WHICH way of interpreting the books of Daniel and Revelation 
were the RIGHT ways. 

It seemed to many that one of the effects of all this was that more and more people became more FEARFUL of 
the second coming than HOPEFUL.  While it’s true that Jesus’ impending return SHOULD strike fear in non-
believers, it absolutely SHOULDN’T be a frightening idea for those who walk in faith with him. 

At the end of chapter 12, Luke presents us with words from Jesus that will help us to NOT live in fear of his 
coming again.  If we pay attention to what he says, we will live fearlessly in the face of the end of mankind’s 
days in this life. 

 
(1)  Fearless in the judgment of mankind 
Luke 12:49-53  "I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  (50)  But I have a baptism to 

undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed!   
 
“How can our Lord be so zealous for this “fire” to be kindled, as His words indicate? If He is going to bring 

about the judgment of God upon sinners, and if this is not a work in which He takes pleasure, why is He eager 
for the “fire” to be kindled? I think the answer is simple -- this painful and unpleasant outpouring of wrath is 
a prerequisite of and preliminary to the establishment of the kingdom of God. In order for the kingdom of 
God to be established, sinners must be punished and sin eliminated.”  [Bob Deffinbaugh] 

 
Q:  ”…how I wish it were already kindled!”  If Jesus came to save as many as will put their faith in him, what 

other reasons would lead him to be anxious to bring the fire of judgment to the earth?  [LEADER -- possible 
answers:  his love for people, and his hatred of the damage sin brings to people, made him eager to destroy 
sin and evil;  his love for his father God made him angry at the dishonor regularly given to God by sin and evil;  
his desire to have creation restored to its original perfection] 

 
Q:  Jesus seems eager for his “baptism” to arrive so that judgment would begin.  His baptism was, of course, 

his crucifixion and death.  How could he have been looking forward to something so painfully horrifying?  
[Jesus could be eager for his crucifixion, and for the judgment that would come with it, in the same way that 
a pregnant woman can look forward to her “labor.” She is eager to get on with it, not because it is pleasant 
and enjoyable, but because of what will result. The “fire” of God’s wrath, first poured out on Christ on the 
cross, and later poured out on those who reject Him, would bring about the coming of the kingdom of God.] 

 
Q:  What big lessons can we take for ourselves from all that?  [The sad part of it is that it wouldn’t be 

necessary at all, except that humanity turned its collective back on God, rejected his Lordship, and tried to 
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run him out of their lives -- humanity brings this on themselves.  Because of his love for the people he 
created, it breaks God’s heart to condemn them.  But he will, because it must be done.  The SADDER part is 
that so many will be condemned when all they have to do to avoid it is to respond to God’s call to 
repentance, to make Jesus their Lord.  That’s why we work hard at pointing people to Jesus.] 

 
Q:  Some Christians seem almost eager for judgment to begin, so that certain kinds of people will finally be 

punished for their rejection of Jesus.  How can we cultivate in ourselves more of Jesus’ attitude of balancing 
the need for judgment and the desire for people to avoid it by living in him?  

 
 

(2)  Fearless in the face of conflict 
Luke 12:51-53   Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.  (52) From now on there will be five 

in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three.  (53)  They will be divided, father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against 
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."      

 
“Sometimes we can have the idea that if we follow Jesus, life will be better.  When we honestly look at what it 

means to follow Jesus, we come to the conclusion that it is good and right to follow Jesus, and it is.  But don’t 
expect everyone to applaud you.  I’ve known people who’ve had their lives messed up with drugs, problems 
with the police, etc.  And when they turn to Jesus, they get nothing but hassles from their family. 

“When we choose to follow Jesus, there comes a point where you are consciously deciding that Jesus is more 
important to you than any other relationship in the world.  There will come times when people close to you 
will not understand why you are choosing to follow Jesus.  If Jesus is not the most important person in the 
world to you, then it will be hard to stand for Him when you’re with these other people.”  [Rich Cathers] 

 
Q:  What causes family members to turn against each other; what do they typically fight or disagree over? 
 
Q:  Over what issues should we be willing to be divided with our friends or members of our family? 
 
Q: The Gospel of Peace often brings division within families.  How have you seen that in your own family, or 

in families of those close to you? 
 
Q:  If Jesus wants to restore people to each other, and values families, then why does he say he comes to 

bring division rather than peace?  [“There are a number of seeming contradictions in our Lord’s words, here 
and elsewhere in the gospels. He is the Prince of Peace, but He will bring division. He promises men life, but 
He calls on them to give up life. The difference is, on the one hand, the difference between “then” (heaven, 
the kingdom of God) and “now.” Another crucial difference is that between “ends” and the “means” by 
which they are achieved. “Peace” is the end, but a sword and division is the means. “Life” is the end, but 
death -- our Lord’s death, and the disciple’s “taking up his cross” -- is the means.” - Deffinbaugh] 

 
Q:  What might we say to those whose families are divided about Jesus?  [“You are blessed when your whole 

household are believers. But Jesus understands if that is not the case. He describes the division in a typical 
household of five: father, mother, daughter, son, son's wife. Yes, individuals can find inner peace and inner 
tranquility as they surrender their lives to Jesus. But outer peace and outer tranquility too often will not 
come until the Messiah reigns over all. It's not your fault; it is a fact of life. Stop blaming yourself. Jesus 
understands and sympathizes with you.” - Ralph Wilson]   

[“But don’t stop loving and hoping and reaching out to the ones you love.” - Sam Loveall] 
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(3)  Fearless in the presence of God 
Luke 12:54-59  He said to the crowd: "When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, 'It's going to rain,' and 

it does.  (55)  And when the south wind blows, you say, 'It's going to be hot,' and it is.  (56)  Hypocrites! You know how to 
interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don't know how to interpret this present time?  (57)  

"Why don't you judge for yourselves what is right?  (58) As you are going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard 
to be reconciled on the way, or your adversary may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, 
and the officer throw you into prison.  (59)  I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny." 

 
“Palestine has fairly predictable weather patterns, with prevailing winds blowing from the Mediterranean east 

across Palestine. Thus a rain cloud in the west will blow east and bring rain. They were used to it. But when 
the winds shifted and a south wind began to blow they knew it would be hot. Air blowing across the 
sweltering sands of the Negev desert to the south would result in heat. 

“They can understand signs of change in the weather, but they are stupid when it comes to understanding 
signs of change in spiritual things. Do you, as Jesus' disciple, have spiritual acuity? Can you hear what he is 
saying, or are you dull to his voice. We MUST be aware of what is going on around us, if we are to prepare for 
the Coming of the Son of Man and his judgment.”  [Wilson] 

 
Q:  Are there “signs” in our day that point toward the second coming of Jesus, to restore creation and 

destroy evil and sin for all time?  [LEADER -- work hard at not letting the discussion go too far astray into 
arguments about different “end times” beliefs.] 

 
Q:  Jesus asserts that reconciliation with an opponent should happen before you get to the courtroom.  How is 

an “out of court” settlement better than a judge’s decision, and why would Jesus use that example? 
1. Some commentators suggest that JESUS is the adversary in the last verses -- that he is connecting the 

end of this discourse with the coming judgment he spoke of earlier.    
2.“If you know the judgment will surely go against you, you're a fool not to try to settle the case out of 

court. In other words, if you know that you are subject to God's judgment, then you need to plead for mercy 
now while there is still time to receive mercy. Jesus is God's offer of mercy. We're fools if we don't reach out 
to him and receive mercy and forgiveness through him.”  [Wilson] 

 
Q:  The book of Revelation ends with these words:  “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming 

soon.’  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”  Are you anxious for Jesus to return, or do you hope there’s more time to 
rescue more people who you love?  Or both?  Why (for either case)? 

 
Q:  Here’s a question for individual thought more than for group discussion -- but if anyone is willing to talk 

through it in the group, let it happen:  Where do you fall on the spectrum between “I’m so anxious for Jesus 
to come back and let us begin eternity with God”, and, “I’m a little fearful of Jesus’ coming back, because 
I’m not certain what he thinks of my failures of faith”? 

 
 
NEXT STEPS:   
Ask God to show you this week to reveal any fear you might have about Jesus’ coming again, and then pray for 

more faith to trust in his love and salvation. 
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
PREACHERS COMMENTARY 
Fire does two things: fire destroys the temporary, while it hardens or refines the durable. Too often our lives 
are devoted to the temporary, those things which the fire will erase. But His fire will make that which is of 
worth in you and me -- our identity and our soul -- endure forever. 

One's enemies, in these sorts of times, are those who live in one's own household. Family members no longer 
trust one another; in fact, they dishonor one another and take up positions of hostility against each other 
(Mic_7:5-6). Jeremiah witnessed the same trouble in the next century: "Everyone take heed to his neighbor, 
and do not trust any brother; for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbor will walk with 
slanderers. Everyone will deceive his neighbor, and will not speak the truth; they have taught their tongue to 
speak lies" (Jer_9:4-5). It is a sad day indeed when "A man's enemies are the men of his own house" (Mic_7:6). 

MATTHEW HENRY 
Christ's forwardness to his sufferings: How am I straitened till it be accomplished! He longed for the time 

when he should suffer and die, having an eye to the glorious issue of his sufferings. It is an allusion to a woman 
in travail, that is pained to be delivered, and welcomes her pains, because they hasten the birth of the child, 
and wishes them sharp and strong, that the work may be cut short. Christ's sufferings were the travail of his 
soul, which he cheerfully underwent, in hope that he should by them see his seed, Isa_53:10, Isa_53:11. So 
much was his heart set upon the redemption and salvation of man. 

 
JON COURSON 
In the context of this teaching, Jesus' words serve as a warning that His coming will cause division. Perhaps 

there are some in your family who say, "Do you really believe Jesus is going to come again, that you're going 
to be raptured up to heaven? You're crazy!" Take heart, Jesus told us this would happen. 

We can put a man on the moon, but we don't know what in the world is going on. Scientists can tell us how to 
get to the stars, but not how to get to heaven. So, while our understanding is expanding technologically, we 
are left in the dark spiritually. 

Although the scientists of Jesus' day weren't able to send men to the moon, they did indeed study the skies. 
And in so doing, they became adept at predicting the weather, but inept at understanding the climate of 
their times. You see, they should have known their Messiah was among them, for Mic_5:2 declared He would 
be born in Bethlehem—and hadn't a so-called King been born in Bethlehem thirty-three years earlier, so 
intimidating to Herod that he ordered the annihilation of all boys two years of age and under? They should 
have known their Messiah was among them when people began to imply that the Rabbi from Galilee was 
conceived illegitimately, for didn't Isaiah declare centuries earlier that when this One came the sign given 
would be that a virgin would conceive and bring forth a son (Isa_7:14)? They should have known their 
Messiah was among them, for the people of Israel had been enslaved in Egypt for four hundred years before 
a deliverer was raised up to lead them into the Land of Promise. And now, after four hundred years of silence 
following the Book of Malachi, hadn't a herald in the form of a locust-eating Baptist come on the scene 
pointing to the One who would lead them not into the Promised Land, but all the way to heaven? 

When you have a legal matter, you try to work it out without going to court—especially if you know you're the 
one in error. Therefore, wouldn't it be logical to prepare for the Day of Judgment? 

Just as it is impossible for one to work off his debt once he's put in prison, those who are without Christ on the 
Day of Judgment will be cast into hell with no way to work their way out. Oh, to be watching and wise 
concerning the day of His appearing. 

 


