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Fearless 5.5 -- A Repentant Heart is a Fearless Heart  
(week of 1/31/2016) 

Text:  Luke 13:1-9 
 
Big Idea:  A heart for repentance is a key to being fearless before God. 
 
Icebreaker:  What other person’s life would you like to (or be willing 

to) live for the next 10 days? 
 
Sometimes, in Jesus’ conversations found in the gospels, his response to a person feels more harsh or combative than 

the person’s statement or question seem to deserve.  When you think you see that happening, an important idea to 
remember is that Jesus, as a man, retained certain of the qualities that come from also being God.  What comes into 
play in these conversational situations is that Jesus knew the hearts and the thoughts of the people he was speaking 
with, so he often answered, not what they said, but what they were thinking when they said it.  He answered their 
motives, their intentions, and their values. 

We find that happening in this week’s study.  As he’s speaking to a crowd, some of them tell him about a recent 
atrocity that happened in Jerusalem.  But Jesus doesn’t respond to the atrocity itself; he addresses the underlying 
attitude of the ones telling the story, and cuts through to address the spiritual problem beneath their motive in 
telling the story. 

A call to repentance is at the heart of what he tells them.  If we’re going to be spiritually fearless in the face of 
calamity, or disaster, or anything else that comes at us, we need to heed his words about repentance in our own 
lives. 

 
(1)  Be fearless in the face of PHYSICAL calamity 
Luke 13:1-5  Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their 

sacrifices.  (2)  Jesus answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they 
suffered this way?  (3)  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.  (4)  Or those eighteen who died when the 
tower in Siloam fell on them -- do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?  (5)  I tell you, no! But 
unless you repent, you too will all perish." 

 
Pontius Pilate was the Roman-appointed Governor of Judea toward the end of Jesus’ life.  He generally tried to keep 

his Jewish subjects under control by not giving them anything to be angry about.  But he was also a cruel and stern 
man when he felt threatened, and he seldom hesitated to kill people when he felt it necessary to keep order.  The 
incident spoken of here is thought to probably be a response to an organized protest, in the temple courts, against a 
certain taxation.  Pilate had sent armed guards into the crowd, disguised as civilians.  The guards attacked and 
murdered many of the people there, right in the place where animal sacrifices were performed. 

 
“Jesus was speaking to men who did not apply spiritual truth to themselves. From His reply, we can also surmise that 

these men were smugly thinking that those who suffered such tragedies were deserving of God’s judgment, whereas 
the fact that they had been spared such tragedies meant that they were pleasing to God. Their theology was like 
that of Job’s comforters, who thought that Job was suffering because he had sinned. Jesus corrects this mistaken 
view by showing that we all are sinners worthy of God’s judgment. Twice he drives home the application: Were 
those who suffered greater sinners? “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”  [Steven Cole] 

  
Q:  How do you answer the question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” 
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Q:   Why doesn’t God exempt believers from tragedies? Why does He not just punish the wicked with tragedies? 
 
Q:  Where is God when disaster strikes? What is His attitude? How does He feel? 
 
Q:  How can we deal with the fear that a tragedy may strike our loved ones or us? 
 
Q:  The Jews looked at victims of tragedies as people who deserved to die. How do we learn to think like that, and 

how do we learn better? 
 
 
(2)  Be fearless in the face of SPIRITUAL calamity 
Luke 13:6-9  Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not 

find any.  (7)  So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this 
fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?'  (8)  "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one 
more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it.  (9)  If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.'" 

 
The parable of the fig tree is a sobering warning for anyone who takes the God of the Bible seriously.  As with the tree 

in the story, God expects his people to not only be growing spiritually, but to also be showing the fruit of spiritual 
growth.  It’s a reminder that God’s patience is not limitless, and that the day will come when he will judge whether 
we have become spiritually fruitful as we’ve grown, or whether we have been content to do nothing more than call 
ourselves one of his trees, but produce no evidence of growth or life. 

But there’s a strong element of grace in the story as well.  Once again, God shows that he would rather help us grow 
than cut us down.  Through his Spirit, his word and his church, God cultivates and fertilizes and feeds and cares for 
us, so that we WILL grow to produce the spiritual fruit he’s looking for. 

The connection to the first part of this week’s passage?  The people addressing Jesus saw themselves as strong and 
healthy trees, but Jesus knew they weren’t.  He knew they had no heart for repentance, and so saw themselves as 
something much more than they actually were -- trees ready for the firepit.  Having a heart for repentance allows us 
to be teachable and grow-able, and keeps us from needing to fear our destruction at the hands of an angry God. 

 
Q:  What does the parable of the fig tree teach us about God’s character, Jesus’ mission, and the response that is 

expected of us? 
 
Q:  What is the connection between this parable and the repentance Jesus is talking about? 
 
Q:   What are some examples of “counterfeit repentance”? In other words, what do we do in place of genuine 

repentance? 
 
Q: What do you think causes Christians to get to the point where they’re no longer affected by their sin? 
 
Q:  What can we do to be more aware of our need to repent of our own sin? 
 
 
(3)  Be fearless in applying spiritual truth to real-life events 
“[Jesus] could have used this occasion to launch into a critique of Pilate’s cruel ways, but He would have missed the 

spiritual opportunity. He could have plunged into a philosophical discussion of the problem of evil, but His hearers 
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would have gone away unchanged. Instead, the Lord took this general topic and homed in on the consciences of 
those who had raised the subject. He applies it to them twice, and then He further drives it home with the parable. 

 
The lesson for us is to take common subjects that come up . . . and apply them to the person’s need to get right with 

God before he stands before Him. Philosophic discussions are fairly safe; but Jesus turned such discussions into the 
personal need for repentance. He always had in view the need of sinful souls before the holy God. So should 
we.”   [Steven Cole]   

 
Q:  Suggest some graceful ways to move a conversation from general events to spiritual need.  (Toss out a general 

topic from the news of the week, and have group members suggest ways to turn the conversation.) 
 
Q:  What can we do to be prepared to gracefully turn such conversations toward God? 
 
Q:  Why is living a life of constant self-evaluation and repentance important in order to bear fruit for God? 
 
Q:   What are some signs in us that show we are growing in the fear of the Lord? 
 
Q:  Have you grown more fearless in confronting loss or tragedy by growing in your faith?  Tell us about it. 
 
 
NEXT STEPS:  
What "cultivating" do you need to do in order to bear fruit as Jesus' disciple?  Pray that God will soften your hearts 
and that He will lead you to live lives of repentance.  If you haven’t already, consider setting up accountability 
relationships within your small group (Core Groups are a perfect place to do that!) 
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES  from Ralph Wilson: 
Repent or You Too Will Perish (13:1-5) 
But who needs mercy? Just gross sinners? Jesus now speaks to that question.  He refers to contemporary events in 

Palestine that haven't found their way into the history books: 
1. Pilate has killed some worshippers from Galilee who, presumably, have come to the temple to worship. 
2. A tower, probably near the pool of Siloam, has collapsed and the falling stones have instantly killed eighteen 

people. 
The normal Jewish reaction would be to assume that those who experience tragedies must have sinned greatly to 

deserve such terrible deaths. Calamity was a punishment for sin (cf. Job 4:7; 8:20; 22:4-5; John 9:1-2).  But Jesus says 
"I tell you, no!"  He says that not just "bad" people will suffer terrible judgment, but everyone, unless they repent. 

This kind of talk goes against mainstream American values. We Americans believe that good people go to heaven and 
bad people go to hell, but you have to be pretty bad to go to hell. After all, even profane people who don't go to 
church have some good qualities. So who are we to be so judgmental about people?! Popular belief is that the gate 
to heaven is broad, and the gate to hell is pretty narrow after all. 

But Jesus says:  "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, 
and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it" 
(Matthew 7:13-14). 

According to Jesus all have sinned and all need repentance. All are under a judgment of death unless they repent. 
That's what Jesus teaches rather clearly here and elsewhere. That means that none of us will make it unless we 
repent. We must we call upon God for mercy now, before the inevitable judgment is handed down. 

 
The Barren Fig Tree (13:6-9) 
This section on repentance and judgment concludes with a final parable, the Parable of the Barren Fig Tree: 
A man looks for fruit on his fig year for three years straight, and doesn't find any. First year, he is hopeful. Second year 

he is disappointed. Third year, he is disgusted. "Cut it down," he tells the gardener. "It's just wasting space in my 
garden." 

But the gardener isn't quite ready to give up on it. Cultivation and more fertilizer, he prescribes. Loosen the soil 
around the roots to let air in. Add manure to provide organic material that might give it a growth spurt. One more 
year. And then if it doesn't do anything, then if it doesn't bear any fruit, then cut it down. 

What does it mean? The fig tree probably refers to Israel -- not that fig trees in Scripture always refer to Israel (Hosea 
9:10; Jeremiah 8:13; 24:1-8; Micah 7:1), but that it fits the context of other of Jesus' sayings about Israel (Luke 20:9-
16). This is a parable of mercy. The tree deserves to be cut down, but the gardener still has hope for it. He wants to 
give it one more chance. 

 
Good Fruit 
But the parable also talks about any individual whose life does not bear good fruit. Seeking fruit, good fruit, is one of 

the themes of John the Baptist's and Jesus' teachings: 
What is the fruit? Souls won to Christ? I'm sure that is true, though I can't think of a scripture passage that puts it that 

way. More to the point, I think that Jesus is thinking of spiritual fruitfulness -- good deeds (Matthew 7:20), the fruit 
of the Spirit (Galatians 5:19-23). 

Of course, we are not saved BY our fruitfulness, but FOR fruitfulness (Ephesians 2:8-10). But people who have no 
evidence of Christ and his Spirit working in their lives probably aren't real disciples of Jesus (Romans 8:9-17). People 
who meet and decide to follow him change. They repent -- experience a "change of mind." They are converted from 
going one direction to going another.  

 


