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BLESS 4.5 -- Serving those far from God 
(week of 3/6/2016) 

Text:  Luke 14:12-24   
 

Big Idea:  Check your motivations for serving others  
 

Icebreaker:  Who did you bless this week? 
 

This is our 4th study in the BLESS series.  It covers the 2nd “S”, and is about 
SERVING.  We begin with PRAYER by asking God to move us toward a 
particular person who is far from God.  We engage that person in a growing relationship, being careful to 
LISTEN as we go, to recognize spiritual need.  We invite that person to EAT with us, which puts us in position 
to listen more carefully, in a relaxed and open atmosphere. 

And then we find ways to SERVE that person.  Actually, the eating and the serving COULD be done in either 
order, and certainly can be done at the same time.  We should never AVOID serving that person just because 
we haven’t gotten the eating done.  As spiritual or physical need is recognized, we move deeper into 
relationship by finding ways to address those needs. 

The passage in this study isn’t about serving, really; it’s about eating again.  But we can learn Godly principles 
from stories that aren’t actually about what we’re studying at the moment, and then talk about how to apply 
those principles in our current setting.  This story offers insight into the MOTIVES we must bring to our 
service.  It will help us ask ourselves, “Am I approaching my service to this person in the right mindset and 
attitude?  Do I have the right Godly motives?” 

 

Q:  Name some less-than-Godly motives for offering service to others, and tell what’s wrong with them.  
[possible answers -- because of a sense of duty or guilt; for self-interest (how will this benefit me?); to check 
the next thing off the list; as a way of feeling superior to the one served (or to the ones not serving!)] 

  
 

(1)  Serving Motive #1 -- to give without getting back 
Luke 14:12-14  Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or 

sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  (13)  But 
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,  (14)  and you will be blessed. Although they 
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."   

 

The wording in verse 12, “do not invite…” is in a verb form which usually means "This is what you’re doing 
now:  stop it!" Jesus often gives truth that is diametrically opposed to what is normal, cultural, or expected.  
It’s natural, of course, that our first thought in service would be for the people we already know and love.  
But Jesus offers a very different approach. 

 

[In vss. 13 & 14] “Jesus reflects His own ministry by denoting the people whom the OT prophecies predict will 
be ministered to by the Messiah.  Kingdom people care about the needy, ostracized, sick, and poor.  
Fellowship with God is evidenced by care, concern, and ministry to these kinds of people. This type of ministry 
characterized Jesus' life and should characterize the life of all Kingdom people . . . Throughout Luke's Gospel 
Jesus "blesses" as well as warns His hearers.  This blessing is reserved for the final judgment. It is based on 
selfless actions now which reflect a new attitude toward God. Jesus is using the term "righteous" in the sense 
of Matt. 6:1, which involved giving gifts, prayer, and fasting. Judaism saw these as meritorious acts to be 
rewarded by God. The motive for religious actions is crucial. God looks at the heart first!”  [Bob Utley] 

 

Q:  Our first impulse about service is generally to help someone we know and like, rather than someone we 
hardly know and may not even like.  What has to change in our thinking so that it includes a strong impulse 
to reach those other people in a kind of service to them that shows personal, actual care? 

 

Q:  It’s possible to let our service to non-believers to become manipulative -- we serve in order to get a result 
we’re happy with.  How is that like the attitude Jesus warns us away from, and how do we avoid it? 
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Q:  “Jesus sits with all the wrong people, as far as the world is concerned. Jesus is not driven to achieve social 
status like so many of the religious leaders of Israel. Their motivation was to increase their power and status, 
by investing in relationships that would pay back profits to them.” [Vancouver Church Studies] 

For you, what is the most challenging part of offering service or care (of ANY kind) to people who’ll never be 
able to pay you back in any way? 

 

Q:  “ ‘Include people you don’t prefer’ -- This is one of the principles Jesus is presenting as the life of anyone 
who is following him on his mission to rescue people all over the world. Jesus calls us to elevate those our 
culture considers lowlifes and include those our culture considers freeloaders. Likely, the Pharisees did not 
hate these outcasts, they simply didn’t care about them.”  How much time do you invest in people who are 
not Christians, compared to the amount of time you use to build relationships with fellow believers? 

 
 

(2)  Serving Motive #2 -- to share with friends and acquaintances 
Luke 14:15-20   When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, "Blessed is the one who will eat at the 

feast in the kingdom of God."  (16)  Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many 
guests.  (17)  At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is 
now ready.'  (18)  "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and 
see it. Please excuse me.'  (19)  "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. 
Please excuse me.'  (20)  "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'   

 

Serving friends, family, and other people you know well certainly isn’t wrong.  Any person who is greatly 
blessed will first want to share that blessing with the people he loves or knows best.  Sadly, even that kind of 
service and giving won’t always be appreciated. 

 

Q:  How do you feel (what is your emotional reaction) when you plan a big event and it is poorly attended, 
and what kinds of excuses do you most resent others using? 

 

“While it may seem strange in light of invitation practices in the Twenty-First Century, in the First Century 
world the invitation was two-fold: (1) the initial invitation some time ahead, and (2) the actual summons to 
the meal when it is ready.  The host planned the feast based on the number of guests invited and those who 
had not said that they couldn’t attend. Once the host has determined how many guests have accepted his 
invitation, then he is able to determine how many animals are to be killed and cooked.  

“Not to come to a banquet where one had previously indicated acceptance was a grave breach of social 
etiquette. It was an insult to the host. In a society where one's social standing was determined by peer 
approval -- who is invited to whose dinners -- this was an act of social insult as well. "  [Ralph Wilson] 

 

Q:  How can we know if a person’s excuse for not receiving Christ is genuine or a smokescreen? 
 

Q:  For some of us, the “far from God” person we’ve chosen to pray for and reach is a person on our own circle 
of family and friends.   Why is it sometimes so difficult to engage in this kind of service and spiritual 
outreach to family and friends? 

 

Q:  Some of us have tried to bless members of our family or friends by pointing them to Jesus, only to have our 
message of life rejected.  If that describes you (or someone you’ve known), can you tell us how you reacted 
to that emotionally, and how it affected your further relationship with them?  

 

Q:  Here’s a comment from a young woman named Christina:  “We all have times and seasons.  Your friend 
may not be ready to hear the gospel but by building a friendship and loving and respecting them, and not 
forcing anything on them, you build a path of respect and care.  And one day when they face that great need 
in their hearts, they will come to you to hear the gospel. And remember that all the time, they will be 
watching you.  I have one friend that compares me constantly in his mind.  And I know without a doubt that 
God is speaking to him. I feel as though I am in the middle of a test and I never know what the next question 
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will be until it's said and done. I pray every day that I will honor Him most importantly, and honor my friend 
so that he will see Jesus.”  Do you have a success story you can share, about how, over time, you were able 
to eventually show a family member or friend the way to Jesus? 

 
 

(3)  Serving Motive #3 -- because you have blessing to give 
Luke 14:21-24   "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and 

ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind 
and the lame.'  (22)  "'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.'  (23)  "Then the 
master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be 
full.  (24)  I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.'" 

 

Obviously, anger at those who reject our blessing isn’t the right attitude or motive for us.  But I think we see in 
this story that this man had a great blessing to give, and he wasn’t going to be satisfied until he had given it 
to someone who needed it.  So, since his friends apparently thought they DIDN’T need or want the blessing 
he was offering through a great feast, he sent his servants out to find people who KNEW they needed, and 
HUNGERED for, that blessing. 

 

“The striking thing is that everyone who accepted the invitation could have come up with seemingly legitimate 
excuses for not coming. The poor man could say, “I don’t have anything decent to wear to such a feast.” The 
crippled man could say, “I can’t get anyone to carry me there.” The blind could say, “I can’t see to find my   
way.” The lame could say, “It hurts me too much to walk on my bad leg.” Those along the highways and 
hedges, the street people, could say, “I haven’t had a bath in days and my clothes are dirty and ragged. I can’t 
come.” But they all accepted the offer because the servant convinced them that they were welcome and 
they clearly knew their own need; they were hungry. They believed the offer and they responded personally 
to it in spite of the potential excuses they each could have come up with. 

“The servant didn’t run a background check on all these people before he invited them to the feast. Their 
background didn’t matter.  He didn’t find out their nationality. He didn’t ask about their religious background 
or whether they even had one. He didn’t get a promise that they would behave and show proper manners at 
the dinner table. The invitation was not based on anything in the recipients; it was based totally on the 
goodness and bounty of the host. All that these people had to do was recognize their hunger, believe that 
the offer was true, and say, “Yes, I’ll come.” When they came, they found that the feast was far better than 
they had ever expected or imagined.”  [Steven Cole] 

 

Q:  Jesus says, “Compel them to come in.” To what extent is it proper use persuasiveness or “sales 
techniques” in evangelism? 

 

Q:  How DO we “compel them to come in” to the blessing we want them to have?  What does that look like, 
for different kinds of people in your life? [LEADER -- ask the group to think about the different people in 
their lives -- their co-workers, classmates, team members, fellow moms or dads or teachers or medical staff, 
or whoever they’re often with -- and then ask them what “compel them to come in” could look like in their 
specific settings.] 

 

Q:  Do you really believe that YOU have a blessing to give?  What is it, and why is it important to you that you 
give it to someone? 

 

Q:  In your prayer time together, ask your group members (if they will) to specifically pray for opportunities 
to meaningfully serve the specific people they’ve been praying for.  [If you have folks who just won’t pray 
out loud, ask if they would give that name to another group member to pray for tonight.] 

 
 

 
NEXT STEPS:  Find a way in the next couple of weeks to serve some need in the life of the person you’ve 

been praying for. 
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
[Here’s part of a study of this passage from Intervarsity Press Bible Studies. It will give you a good view of this long 

passage, and contains insight that you can add to what you find above.    You can find more on the surrounding 
passages at this link:  https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/IVP-NT/Luke/Know-Time-Israel-Turns-
Away.]  

 
Jesus expands the picture of humility by exhorting his audience to invite to their dinner table the needy and those who 

cannot repay such kindness. Hospitality should be open to all. So whether at the early meal or the main evening meal, 
hospitality should be shown not to the rich and famous nor to family members, but to those who cannot repay the favor. 
In ancient culture, the one who hosted a festive meal would be placed on the invitation list for future meals at the guests' 
homes. Jesus argues that such "payback" hospitality has no merit. The best hospitality is given, not merely exchanged 
in a kind of unspoken social contract. If God reaches out to all, then those who seek to honor him should reach out 
also. So the poor, crippled, the lame, the blind should be invited. The poor and the powerless should be welcome.  

The third part of the discussion around this very eventful meal involved the telling of a parable. Jesus' rebuking was 
making some of the guests nervous, so someone at the table pronounced a blessing on those who will eat at the feast 
in the kingdom of God. No doubt the person who speaks up thinks that all at the table will agree with this blessing. But 
Jesus takes even this occasion to issue yet another warning through a parable. In effect, he says, "Do not count your 
chickens before they hatch. And do not count your blessings too early. There will be surprises at God's banquet table." 

The parable revolves around a man's invitations to a great banquet. In the ancient world such a meal would have been 
preceded by invitations, which would have been accepted by those planning to attend, much like our RSVP. The next 
step was to hear from the host's servant that the meal was ready, which is exactly what happens in verse 17. 

But a surprising thing happens on the way to the dinner. Last-second refusals pour in, despite the RSVPs. As the text 
says, they all alike began to make excuses. Jesus notes three in particular. 

The first excuse involves the need to check out a recently bought field. Some ancient purchases did require a post-
purchase inspection. So the excuse is a culturally natural one, but it also reveals priorities: something else is more 
important than this celebration. 

The second excuse involves the purchase of five oxen. Since most ancient landowners had only one or two oxen, this 
man is clearly wealthy by ancient standards. Of course, the reaction again reflects priorities. 

The third excuse involves a recent marriage and the desire to spend time with the new bride. The Old Testament 
allowed one to be freed from certain obligations in case of marriage. But it is hard to see why this would be sufficient 
to keep the man from attending, since he had already accepted the invitation. Again, he is choosing other priorities. 

The servant tells the master of the refusals. The master decides, however, that his party will go on anyway. Nothing is to 
be delayed. The promised celebration will be held as announced. 

So the host, angered but not defeated, sends the servant out into the streets and lanes so the poor, maimed, blind and 
lame may come. This list recalls Jesus' earlier remarks about who is receptive to his message and shows the spiritual 
connection in the story. God now will invite all kinds of people to the table, and some who had appeared to be in line 
for an invitation will miss the meal, by choice: when the time to celebrate arrives, they refuse what is on offer. 

The servant reports back, noting that many have come but the room is not yet full. So a second invitation goes out to 
those on the highways and in the hedges; thus the invitation is now extended to travelers from outside the city who 
may not know the host. 

It seems that the allusion here is to Gentiles. There is no great temporal break between the invitations, so Jesus is likely 
foretelling the apostolic mission beginning in Acts 10. Jesus views the current time of his ministry as a celebration, a 
time when the groom is present (Lk 5:33-39). 

He concludes the parable by noting that those who were originally invited will not share in the banquet. The warning is 
that many in the nation of Israel who were in line for divine blessing and who had responded to an initial invitation to 
be engaged with God's promise have failed to step forward now that the wedding day has come. The parable obviously 
pictures Jesus' invitation to experience the blessing of God's kingdom by responding to him. 

It is crucial to understand here is that the party goes on despite the reneging of the original invitees. The party is not 
postponed; others are invited to take their place. Opportunity has been lost by some, grace has been extended to 
others, but the meal is still served. The question is on which side of the divide Jesus' listeners and Luke's readers fall.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/IVP-NT/Luke/Know-Time-Israel-Turns-Away
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/IVP-NT/Luke/Know-Time-Israel-Turns-Away

