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 Parables 2.5 -- The Parable of the Widow  
and the Unjust Judge 

(week of 5/22/2016) 
Text:  Luke 18:1-8 
 
Big Idea:  Don’t let discouragement keep you from persisting in prayer. 
 
Icebreaker:  What was your best “technique” for getting what you wanted from your parents? 
 
The title of this week’s study sounds like an episode of a television courtroom drama, doesn’t it?  Something 

with Andy Griffith as Ben Matlock, maybe.  
Some parables require deep thought and study to understand, while others are quickly obvious in meaning.  

But some that SEEM obvious require another look to catch the full idea that Jesus is teaching.  This is one of 
those parables. 

The most obvious lesson of the parable of the widow and the unjust judge is that we should keep praying and 
keep praying.  But a look at the language used -- some of which isn’t even IN the parable -- tells us that Jesus 
was using this parable to address a certain kind of circumstance that many of his people face even today. 

 
 
(1)  The value of persistence  
Luke 18:1-5  Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  (2)  He 

said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought.  (3)  And there was 
a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'  (4)  For some 
time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care what people think,  (5)  yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually come and attack 
me!'"   

 
Q:  Describe the judge -- his character, his motivations -- and how he compares to and contrasts with God’s 

character and motivations. 
The judge cares about no one but himself. He knows that he’s not a good guy, but he doesn’t care.  He is 

largely above any influence he doesn’t care about.  He can’t be bothered to do justice for a nobody like the 
widow, who had nothing to offer him.  But he can be worn down by consistent irritation and bother.   

  
Q:  Can you tell us about a time when you thought God was too much like this judge, in not responding to 

your prayers? 
 
Q:  Describe the widow. What keeps her going -- why do you think she is so persistent? 
In the society of that day, widows were easily taken advantage of.  This woman would have had no prospects 

for income-producing work.  She would have been dependent on whatever her husband had left for her.  But 
now someone has cheated her out of the little she had, and she knew that this judge was her only hope of 
receiving justice and recovering what little she had. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  One key to understanding this parable lies in the word Luke uses at the end of his 

introductory sentence, where the NIV uses the phrase “not give up”.  Some other translations use those 
words, or something similar.  But a number of translations give a more technical translation of the word, 
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using ideas like “not lose heart”, or “not become discouraged”.  The word means “"to lose one's motivation; 
lose enthusiasm; be discouraged.”   For Jesus to tell us not to be discouraged, or not to lose heart, is very 
different than just saying, “don’t quit.”  It’s HARD to not quit when we are discouraged -- that set of emotions 
is tremendously difficult to fight through. 

 
Q:  What kinds of things can happen that cause us to lose hope, and lose any heart to pray consistent and 

believing prayers? 
There are a number of reasons that we are prone to lose heart and quit praying:  (1) Sometimes we assume 

that we are competent to handle things in our own strength. Then, when we fail, we lose confidence in 
ourselves and God;  (2) Sometimes it seems that God isn’t listening, or isn’t interested in answering our 
prayers;  (3) Life’s hardships wear us down and erode our confidence in God;  (4) Sometimes our faith 
remains, but we grow weary of the struggle when it takes “too long” to receive answers to prayer. 

 
Q:  Are there circumstances you are facing right now that are tempting you to “lose heart”? 

Would you share them with us, so that we can pray about them with you in our prayer time? 
 
 
 (2)  God’s sure justice 
Luke 18:6-8a  And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.  (7)  And will not God bring about justice for his 

chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?  (8)  I tell you, he will see that they get 
justice, and quickly. 

 

Q:  Here’s why you were asked a moment ago to compare and contrast the judge with God.  Does Jesus want 
us to think that God is like the judge, that he has to be pestered and badgered into acting for us?  If not, 
what does he want us to know about God?  “If an unjust, selfish judge will see that justice is done in 
response to persistent requests, how much more will the just God bring justice to his own beloved people 
who pray constantly for relief?”  [Ralph Wilson] 

 
Q:  How do we know God isn’t like the unjust judge?  What have you seen in scripture and in your life that 

convinces you that God is so much better than that? 
 
Q:  But how can we believe in swift justice from God when he hasn't brought it yet?  When answers to your 

prayers are delayed, how do YOU maintain confidence in God? 
  
NOTE -- Ralph Wilson gives us this example from the Civil War [yes, it tells of a Confederate victory that was 

saved.  Don’t get hung up on that -- apply the lesson shown in the event]:  “During the American Civil War on 
May 5, 1864, A.P. Hill's Confederate forces have been mauled by Hancock's Union troops in The Wilderness 
Campaign, but dark has fallen. Hold out until morning, Lee tells Hill; General Longstreet will be here to relieve 
you. But dawn has broken and Longstreet is late. Hill's thin lines break in panic as the Union forces push 
forward once again. Where is Longstreet? Where is he? 

“Finally, Longstreet arrives. He is late according to Lee's plan, but just right to flank the Hancock's Union troops 
and turn the tide. He had gotten there too early, his troops may have panicked along with Hill's. But 
Longstreet arrives just in time to turn the battle, and Lee's army lives to fight another day. 

“When Jesus comes, he will come at just the right time.” 
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Q:  Let’s say you have a friend who is losing heart because of what he or she believes is unanswered prayer. 
What would you say to help that friend maintain faith in God’s loving care?    

These words from Steven Cole may help -- “We must understand it from God’s timetable, not ours. With the 
Lord, a thousand years are like a day. He told Noah that there would be a flood, but 100 years went by 
without a drop of rain while Noah endured his mocking neighbors. He promised Abraham a son, but he 
watched Sarah go through menopause and 25 years elapsed before Isaac was born. He promised Joseph in 
his teenage years through his dreams that his father and brothers would bow down to him, but he spent his 
twenties in an Egyptian dungeon. He promised to deliver His people from bondage in Egypt, but 400 long 
years went by before He raised up Moses, and that only after Moses spent 40 years in the desert after his 
failure. He promised to send His Messiah, but His people had to wait 400 years after the last prophet before, 
when the time was right, God sent His Son. Speedily by God’s calendar is not speedily by ours!” 

 
 

(3)  The question for us 
Luke 18:8b  However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 
 
In this parable, Jesus showed us a widow, who had no power or influence, but who won a great victory for 

herself -- because she didn't give up hope.  She didn’t allow discouragement to keep her from persistently 
knocking at the door.  She was living out the words of Jesus from another lesson:  ‘Ask, and it will be given to 
you; Seek, and you’ll find; Knock, and the door will be opened to you.”   

But what about you and me? It’s so easy to be worn down and discouraged that we stop praying, we lose 
hope, and our trust in God is shaken. When Jesus returns, what will he find -- a beaten-down, heartless, 
ready-to-give-in church?  Or will he find a family of believers who do more than just “go through the 
motions” of trusting prayer?  

 
Q:  Describe a time when persistence paid off for you. 
  
Q:  Read ALL of verse 8 in the group. Then answer the following: In the structure of this study, the second half 

of verse 8 is separated from the first half by questions and discussion.  BUT READING THEM TOGATHER AS A 
WHOLE VERSE, why might Jesus have connected his statement about his followers getting justice quickly, 
with his question about finding faithful followers on earth? 

 
Q:  How does the reality of Jesus’ 2nd coming effect your daily prayers? 
 
Q:  What could God do today to increase your sense of hope in Him, and to make your prayer life stronger? 
 
Q:  Does persistence in prayer mean: a) endless repetition, b) long sessions of prayer, c) attending daily or 

weekly prayer meetings, d) keeping our requests constantly before God, e) something else (what?)   What 
does it mean to be persistent in our prayers?   [Thanks to Dave Ahl for the question.] 

 
 
NEXT STEPS:   
If there is a discouraging element in your life, practice praying hard this week about that area of life.  Write 

down your prayers, emphasizing trust, hope, and faith that God is already acting on your behalf.  
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
 
[Warren Wiersbe]  Now, if a selfish judge finally meets the needs of a poor widow, how much more will the loving 

Heavenly Father meet the needs of His own children when they cry to Him? This parable is not urging us to 
“pester God” until He acts; it is saying that we do not need to “pester” Him because He is ready and willing to 
answer our prayers. (See Luk_11:5-10 for a similar argument.) The widow had no lawyer, but we have a High 
Priest at the throne of God in heaven. She had no promises, but we have a Bible filled with promises we can 
claim. She was an outsider, but we are the children of God! What a privilege it is to pray! 

 
[Jon Courson]  Jesus uses the account of the widow to teach what our attitude should be in prayer. But notice, He 

gave this parable not so much as a parallel, but as a contrast—for our situation is entirely different. 
First of all, we appear not before an unjust judge, but before a loving Father. When Jesus taught His disciples 

to pray, "Our Father which art in heaven," the concept of God as a Father was foreign to the Jews. Paul would 
go on to address God as "Abba" or "Papa" (Rom_8:15). Thus, far from being our judge, God is our loving 
Father, our Abba, our Papa. 

Second, we appear before God not as strangers, but as His children. 
It's amazing the access a person has with his parents. No matter how important a man might be, his son or 

daughter can burst into his presence anytime. That is the privilege we have as children of the God of the 
universe. 

Third, this woman was a widow. We are a bride (Rev_21:2). Big difference. A widow feels all alone, not so a 
bride. 

Fourth, the widow went alone, but we have an Advocate with the Father (1Jn_2:1). Jesus stands right beside 
us. 

Lastly, to get help the widow went to a court of law. We come to a throne of grace (Heb_4:16). 
Even though the widow's situation was more difficult than those we usually face, she never gave up asking. 

What about us? If we know that God is a Father who loves us, that Jesus is an Advocate standing beside us, 
and that we are a bride invited to come to a throne of grace, why don't we pray? Why is it that Jesus must 
ask, "Will I find praying faith when I come again?" 

 
[Alexander MacLaren]  We have all had times when our faith has staggered, and we have found no answer to our 

heart’s question: ‘Why tarry the wheels of His chariot?’ Many of us have felt what Mary and Martha felt 
when ‘Jesus abode still two days in the place where He was’ after He had received their message, in which 
they had been so sure of His coming at once when He heard that ‘he whom Thou lovest is sick,’ that they did 
not ask Him to come. The delays of God’s help are a constant feature in His providence, and, as Jesus says 
here, they are but too likely to take the life out of faith. 

But over against these we have to place Jesus’ triumphant assurance here: ‘He will avenge them speedily.’ Yes, 
the longest delay may yet be ‘right early,’ for heaven’s clock does not beat at the same rate as our little 
chronometers. God is ‘the God of patience,’ and He has waited for millenniums for the establishment of His 
kingdom on earth; His ‘own elect’ may learn long-suffering from Him, and need to take to heart the old 
exhortation, ‘If the vision tarry, wait for it, for it will surely come, and will not tarry.’ Yes, God’s delays are not 
delays, but are for our profit that we may always pray and not faint, and may keep alight the flame of the 
sure hope that the Son of man cometh, and that in His coming all adversaries shall be destroyed, and the 
widow, no longer a widow, but the bride, go in to the feast and forget her foes, and ‘the days of her 
mourning be ended.’ 

 


