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Family First 3.5 -- Passing The Faith Along 
(week of 6/19/2016) 

Text:  Psalm 78:1-7 
 
Big Idea:  We must raise the children of our church to trust and follow God. 
 
Icebreaker:  What was your first job? What do you remember most about it? 
 
Point Church recognizes that one of the keys to changing our world and society is to train, equip and 

encourage parents in how to train up the next generation.  You may be familiar with the well-known quote 
from poet William Wallace, “The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.”  Parents are key to shaping the 
destiny of a family, of a community, of a nation, and even the world.   

But, did you know that the Bible says that raising up the next generation involves more than the parents?  It 
takes others in the community of faith who come alongside parents and families. 

So, this morning, I want to offer some lessons for influencing our children here at the point so that we get that 
baton firmly into the hands of our next generation .  .  .  and these lessons are for ALL of us: 

• For PARENTS, to understand the critical role you play in the faith journey of your children, and to give you 
hope and a bit of direction.   

• For other ADULTS -- particularly single adults -- that you would understand the important role you have in 
coming alongside parents as a model and influencer in the life of their children. 

So as you work through this lesson, do NOT read ANY of it as just applying to parents.  When you see the 
words “our children”, always think, “the children of Point Church, even if they aren’t in my own family.” 

 
 
(1)  You can't PASS ON what you don’t POSSESS 
Psalms 78:1-3  My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth.  (2)  I will open my mouth with a parable; I 

will utter hidden things, things from of old --  (3)  things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have told us. 

 
First note whom the psalmist is addressing: “My people.”  He is not speaking only to parents, but to the whole 

faith community -- in our terms, the WHOLE CHURCH.  So, these are for all of us here at Point Church, NOT 
just parents.  Also, the psalmist is not describing someone IGNORANT of who God is, nor is he describing 
someone who knows FACTS about God.  He’s describing someone with personal knowledge through 
EXPERIENCE of God .  .  .  someone in personal relationship with God.  

If we know God, then we will know about his praiseworthy deeds from past history; we will know about his 
power in our present lives; we will know about his character as revealed in the law and will be seeking to 
emulate his character through faithful obedience.  And, finally, if we truly KNOW God and are in authentic, 
personal relationship with him, we will want to SHARE it -- and the FIRST group we HAVE to share GOD with 
should be the children of our families and church -- the next generation of Point Church. 

 
Q:  Take a few minutes to describe your family (number of family members, kind of atmosphere, how close 

you are today, etc.) to the group, and then answer this question and the next one -- When did you really 
begin to appreciate how important family was to who you are and how you do life? 

 
Q:  Does/Did your family have habits or loyalties that are/were clearly identifiable? (Examples: cooking or 

cleaning a certain way, sports traditions, loyalty to certain brands, etc.) 
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Q:  The highest paying jobs look for people with experience over people with titles only.  The best teachers are 

the ones who have experience in their field, rather than just book learning.   Why is having experience and 
living experiences so valuable? 

 
Q:  If you can think of someone in your life who was so in love with Jesus that this love impacted others, tell us 

how this person’s love for God affected or influenced you. 
 
Q:  Every believer has strengths and weaknesses in his or her life of faith.  Thinking about your own faith, 

which part(s) of it would you most want to pass on to the next generation of believers? 

 
 
(2)  God’s DESIGN for passing on what you possess is INTENTIONAL INSTRUCTION 
Psalms 78:4-5 We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of 

the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done.  (5)  He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in 
Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to teach their children, 

 
To say in verse four that we will not “hide” what we possess from our descendants  seems like an obvious 

statement .  .  .  but it isn’t.  How do we hide our faith from our children?   
There are two ways we pass along our faith.  We teach them about it, and we live it out in front of them and 

with them.  We HIDE our faith from them when we fail to intentionally engage in BOTH sides of that model.  
If we live our faith in front of them, but fail to teach them well about it, then they learn a certain amount, but 
we leave them without the increasing knowledge they need to make it their own.  And if we teach them our 
faith, but then they see us living something else, they won’t even see the need to take the baton from us.  

So how do we bring our relationship with God out of hiding and into the hearts and minds of our children? We 
live our faith the best we can, and we do what God commanded the ancient Israelites to do: “teach your 
children “.  This is God’s design for passing on what we possess. 

 
Q:  "Actions speak louder than words" is a common idea.  But why isn’t it a complete enough idea when it 

comes to passing on our faith to the next generation? 

 
Q:  People raised in a home where God is honored ought to have a kind of “head start” on understanding life 

in Jesus, but that doesn’t always happen because of the failure of some Christian parents to be intentional 
about teaching their children.  What have you learned about following Jesus that you somehow missed 
when you were growing up? 

 
Q:  What are the most common things that compete for your attention and make it difficult to faithfully 

pass your faith on to our children? 

 
Q:  In verse 4, the psalmist draws attention to “telling” rather than “not hiding” when it comes to the 

character and actions of God.  But it ALSO says that about the LAWS and COMMANDS of God. With the world 
we live in today, in what way is proper Christian doctrine important for the formation of our children?  

 
Q:  What would make it easier for you to actively teach faith in God to our children? 
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(3)  God’s GOAL in teaching our children is that they might KNOW and TRUST GOD 
Psalms 78:6-7  so the next generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell 

their children.  (7)  Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his 
commands. 

 
That little word “so” at the beginning of verse 6 is a clue that the psalmist is shifting from the ACTION of 

“passing on” to the intended GOAL of that action: that “the next generation would know them.”  The bottom 
line is this:  The REASON we teach these things is so that our children might know God as we know Him.   

Now, you may be asking, “Where did it get the idea of ‘God’ from verse 6?”  Notice the word “them” which 
refers back to verses 4 and 5 where the psalmist describes what adults know about God: his wondrous deeds, 
his power, his character revealed in the law, and what he expects of his children.  The psalmist is inviting 
adults to pass on to the children of their families and faith community the things they need to know about 
God in order to be faithfully be engaged in personal, authentic relationship with Him: 

  1) WHO God is (“God’s deeds & power”) 
  2)  WHAT God expects of them (“law”) 
  3)  HOW God wants to use them (“tell the their children”)  
And the end of verse 7 describes the type of children we want to send out of our homes and church as a 

result: children who trust God wholeheartedly and develop families that grow children who tell their children 
.  .  .  who tell their children about God and how to know him.  Think about the EXPONENTIAL impact for 
shaping our community, our culture, and our world lies in that! 

 
Q:  In addition to what is listed in verses 6 & 7, what other benefits will come from faithfully teaching our 

children about following God in faith and trust? 

 
Q:  If applicable, describe how you’ve seen within your own family that the truth of God was taught and 

children put their trust in Him.  What difference did it make to those children? 

 
Q:  Many of us struggle to relate to a younger generation.  What steps can you take (whether you’re a parent 

or not) to invest in those younger than you? 

 
Q:  How can you prepare your heart and mind to invest strongly in the next generation at Point Church? 

  
Q:  Discuss some ways people in the church can invest in the next generation if they don’t have children, or 

with young people that aren’t THEIR children? 

 
 
NEXT STEPS:   
1)  PARENTS: REACH OUT FOR HELP.  Don’t try and do this parenting thing all by yourself.  Don’t buy into the 

lie that you should have known, or that you should have figured it out, or if you were simply a better 
Christian, a more disciplined parent, or a better parent.  Involve yourself in your children’s learning about 
God through Kid Point’s “Orange” curriculum.  It has specific ways that parents can continue at home with 
their children’s learning at church. 

2)  NON-PARENTS and EMPTY-NESTERS:  REACH OUT BEYOND YOURSELF.  Get involved with our Kid Point and 
Student ministries, and help our families and our church raise children who trust in and follow God.  
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
 
[The Preacher’s Commentary]  But what is the purpose for this teaching? The answer is given positively in verse 7 and 

negatively in verse 8. First, positively, the teaching creates "hope in God," revealing the living God who keeps 
His covenant and redeems His people (78:12-16). Second, it reminds Israel of God's "works" ("saving deeds"), 
protecting her from forgetting Him. Third, it leads to obedience.  

 
[J. Hampton Keathly]   You’ve probably heard people say: “My wife and I have agreed that we don’t want to force 

our religion on the children. We want them to be free to make up their own minds about matters as 
important as that.” This may sound wise or sophisticated, but it is sheer nonsense! There can be no religious 
neutrality in a home because neutrality about God is itself a form of religion -- an anti-God religion. If 
neutrality is the attitude of parents it will become the religion of their children. Most thoughtful people see 
the stupidity of bringing up children with an “open mind” about things like school, but fail to apply the same 
saneness of thought to knowing God. 

Most thoughtful parents, by contrast, want their children to know about God and moral living. But somehow 
in the hustle and bustle of life, they never get a chance to take stock of where such training will come from. 
They think if they send them to Sunday School that will do it, but that involves only one hour out of 168 
hours in a week. But there is a place that has a great deal more impact than any other in society due to the 
dynamics involve -- if those dynamics are utilized. Where is that place? It’s the home -- the place where life 
makes up its mind. 

 
[John Piper]   Very specifically I would ask all parents: Do you have some kind of plan to impart to your children a 

knowledge of Scripture and a knowledge of its doctrine so that they will be able to stand firm in the hope of 
the gospel when they face grief and pain and pleasure and scoffing secularism? 

What in your life is more important than teaching your children the very Word of God? It will only take ten 
minutes to sing a verse or two of a hymn, read a portion of Scripture, draw out a lesson for life, ask a 
question from some good catechism, and have one or two pray. If you say you are too busy, I beg you to 
rethink your priorities. This is a commandment of God. And it will prove to be the source of much joy. 

 
[Warren Wiersbe]   Why should we share the Word of the Lord with the generation to come? "That they may set 

their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His commandments" (v. 7). That's preparing 
them for the future, because hope looks to the future. Christians are born again unto a living hope by the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. We know that our Lord is going to return and take us home to heaven. Too 
many people in the younger generation are setting their hope in money, in government or in their abilities. 
So we share the blessing of the Lord with the next generation to help them set their hope in Him. 

Second, we want the next generation to remember the works of God. How easy it is to forget what He has 
done for us! Yet if we keep reminding the next generation, they will remember, too. The past must not be 
forgotten. Those who forget the past are condemned to repeat its mistakes. 

Finally, we must share the things of the Lord with the younger generation so they will keep His 
commandments. The psalmist wasn't talking about a legalistic life. He was talking about a loving obedience to 
the Lord. Yes, we do have a responsibility to the new generation, and we fulfill that responsibility by being a 
good example, by teaching, sharing and encouraging. 


