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Family First 1.5 -- Faith’s Family Influence 
(week of 6/5/2016) 

Text:  Joshua 2 & 6; John 4:46-53; Acts 16:12-15 
 
Big Idea:  You can have influence for God in your family, no matter what your family circumstances. 
 
Icebreaker:  Which of your family members is least like the rest of the family? (include extended family if you 

need to.) 
 
At Point Church, we work hard to build our service to God and his church so that we’re constantly standing on 

a certain set of “Point Church Values”.  One of those values is this:  “FAMILIES OUR FIRST MISSION FIELD: We 
prioritize reaching and discipling the families God has already entrusted to us.” 

How that happens varies in certain ways from family to family.  There are families whose every member is a 
follower of God from the age that they’re able to understand what that means.  There are families with only 
one or two believers in them, who try to share the reasons for their faith with other family members.  There 
are believers who live with the disappointment of having an unbelieving spouse or children or parents, who 
struggle to live out their faith without causing disruption in their family.  

All of those situations, and more, are found in the stories of the Bible.  This week, we’ll look at three of them, 
to learn what we can from their examples. 

 
(1)  Rahab -- Fledgling faith saves her family 
Joshua 2:8-13  Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof  (9)  and said to them, "I know that the 

LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are 
melting in fear because of you.  (10)  We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when 
you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom 
you completely destroyed.  (11)  When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone's courage failed because 
of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.  (12)  "Now then, please swear to me 
by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign  

(13)  that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them--and 
that you will save us from death."  

Joshua 6: 25  . . . But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid 
the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho -- and she lives among the Israelites to this day. 

 
The nation of Israel had escaped a life of slavery in Egypt, thanks to God’s mighty hand.  40 years later, he had 

brought them to the land they would claim as their own, and they were now poised to enter and subdue it.  
Their leader, Joshua, sent two men to the first city they had to conquer, to learn what it would take to do that.  
The two men were noticed as they did their spying, and they had to hide.   

At the time, some inns were run by prostitutes, who offered their services to their patrons, but who also 
simply provided sleeping accommodations.   This would explain why the spies went to her house in the first 
place — they were merely seeking a safe night’s rest.  As an innkeeper Rahab would have been well informed 
of outside events as travelers would talk of their journeys and experiences. She had heard of the miraculous 
crossing of the Red Sea some forty years prior, and of the recent conquests of Israel in the conquest of the 
two kings of the Amorites. Word of these events had spread through Jericho and frightened the people.  

Rahab may well have shared the fright of the other townspeople, but she reasoned upon the events reported 
and drew a conclusion that others had not drawn; namely, that if Israel had enjoyed such miraculous 
victories there god must be the true God. She had even sought out his name, as is indicated in her concluding 
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words to the spies: "for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath".  Rahab had 
thus progressed from information to belief in the truthfulness of her information to a reasonable conclusion 
from it — that Jehovah was God. 

 
Q:  Some Christians struggle, wondering whether their faith is strong enough to please God.  Is there anything 

in the story of Rahab that would encourage you when you wonder whether your faith in God is strong or 
sure enough for him to accept and reward?        [LEADER -- we can find encouragement that Rahab knew almost 
nothing about God, and didn’t know him in the way the Hebrews did, but God still responded to what little she DID 
know, because she acted on what she understood, and trusted his people to be true to their word.  Her fledgling faith 
was rewarded in the saving of her family.] 

 
For this study, our interest in Rahab lies in the way her understanding of God, limited as it was, was the 

necessary element in the saving of the lives of her family.  She knew so very little about God, and she 
certainly hadn’t developed the faith that she eventually would (her marriage to Salmon shows that she DID 
accept the truth of God and became part of his people.)   

Whether the rest of Rahab’s family ever followed her lead becoming God’s people, we don’t know.    
 
Q:  Among the people of Point Church, we have many who are the only Christian in their family.  If you are 

that person, would you please tell us how you came to Christ apart from your family? 
  
Q:  And if you are that person, can you tell us how you maintain your faith in the face of that situation? 
 
Q:  One more question for you.  How do you show your faith to your unbelieving family, and have you seen 

any positive response that spurs you to hope for their salvation? 
 
Q:  We also have many who were at one time the only Christian in their family, but who have been blessed to 

see other family members come to faith in God.  If you are that person, would you please tell us how your 
influence worked to help bring family members to Christ? 

 
Q:  If you knew another person who is the only Christian in their family, how would you encourage them to 

be faithful in their witness to their family? 
 
Q:  If you knew another person who is the only Christian in their family, how would you encourage them to 

be faithful in spite of the disappointment of their family’s lack of faith? 
 
 
(2)  The Royal Official -- A Family Changed by an Encounter with Jesus 
John 4:46-53  Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain 

royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum.  (47)  When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from 
Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.  (48)  "Unless you people 
see signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe."  (49)  The royal official said, "Sir, come down before 
my child dies."  (50)  "Go," Jesus replied, "your son will live." The man took Jesus at his word and departed.  (51)  While 
he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living.  (52)  When he inquired as to the 
time when his son got better, they said to him, "Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him."  (53)  Then the 
father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and his whole 
household believed. 



Life Group Discussion Guide   

 

The Point Church  3 
www.  pointchurch.com  

A man from Capernaum came to find Jesus, hoping to find healing for his son.  Jesus seemed almost to reject 
the man’s first request (vs. 48).  Jesus’ initial  response  indicates  that  the  man was  an  example  of  
inadequate  faith.  It seems that the Galileans on the whole welcomed Jesus outwardly but did not really 
believe in Him.  The miracles Jesus performed actually may have  become  stumbling  blocks  to  the  people  
on  their  way  to  a true appreciation of Jesus.  

A Galilean himself, the royal official is confronted by the reality of his partial, inadequate faith. He is not 
relying on the word of Jesus but requires physical evidence before he would believe. He is startled to 
discover that he could not hide his unbelief from Jesus.  Realizing that he might lose all on account of 
unbelief, he presses Jesus in desperation for his son’s life. 

 
Q:  Can you tell us of a time when you realized your faith wasn’t what it needed to be?  What did you do? 
  
Do a little figuring with me.  Cana was about 15 miles from Capernaum, so the man could have walked it in 6 

hours or so.   He met Jesus at 1:00 in the afternoon, and so could have been home that evening -- especially if 
he was in a hurry to see if his son was healed.  But his servants, coming toward him from Cana, found him on 
the way home the next day.   

 
Q:  Does that suggest anything about the confidence the man had in what Jesus told him?  [LEADER -- it 

might suggest that the man was in no great hurry to rush home, which would then suggest to us that Jesus 
had given him a strong confidence that his son was well.  It’s the kind of confidence we see, for instance, in 
an NBA star who shoots the ball and, while it’s on its way, starts to run back toward the other end of the 
court, confident that his shot will fall through the hoop.  You can probably think of other analogies.] 

 
So here’s the point of this story, for the purposes of this study:  Somewhere in his encounter with Jesus, the 

nobleman somehow found great confidence and faith that Jesus was who he said he was -- so much so, that 
he took his time going home.  And that confidence and faith was communicated to his family in such a way 
that they, too, believed. 

 
Q:  In what ways have other family members communicated their faith and confidence in Jesus to the rest 

of your family -- how has their faith been passed down to you? 
 
Q:  Now go from the other direction:  In what specific, concrete ways have you communicated to your 

family your faith and confidence in Jesus?  (Share examples from your own life, so that others in your 
group might find new ways to do so themselves.) 

 
 
(3)  Lydia -- Single in the Faith but Strong in Influence 
Acts 16:12-15  From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And 

we stayed there several days.  (13)  On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to 
find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there.  (14)  One of those 
listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. 
The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.  (15)  When she and the members of her household were 
baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my 
house." And she persuaded us. 

 
Like so many other people encountered by Jesus and his disciples, we know very little of Lydia.  She was 
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apparently a successful businesswoman who had moved to Philippi from Thyatira, about 240 miles away.  
She was clearly a woman of independent means.  We don’t even know if she was married -- the members of 
her household are not described.  Whoever they were, she worshipped God, and she had an influence on 
them.  Because she had already developed faith in God, she was ready to hear about Jesus, and she 
responded immediately by being baptized into him.  And she brought her household along so that they could 
follow Jesus, too. 

 
Q:  It seems clear that Lydia had already engaged her household in faith, or was growing in faith with them.   

Describe the influence on a family’s faith that you’ve seen from a faithful woman. 
 
After her baptism, Lydia asked Paul and Silas to stay at her home.  That was a bold move.  The culture around 

her did not approve of the message of Jesus.  She could have been endangering her reputation and her 
business success when word got around that she was such close friends of the Christian teachers.  The rest of 
the chapter tells of Paul and Silas’s troubles with the public and the authorities.  But Lydia took them in and 
gave them a safe place to work and rest. 

 
Q:  Discuss the effects on Lydia’s family that hosting Paul and Silas would have had. 
 
As Acts 16 continues, we see Paul arrested and imprisoned, beaten and shamed.  We also see God continuing 

to work through Paul and Silas, bringing salvation to a prison guard and his family.  But we’re not quite 
finished with Lydia:  Acts 16:40  After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, where they 
met with the brothers and sisters and encouraged them. Then they left. 

 
Q:  Why is it significant that Lydia continues to offer her home to Paul and Silas after their release from 

prison?    [LEADER -- When she hosted them following her baptism, they were missionaries, public speakers, 
and reputable people as far as she knew.  At the end of the chapter, they were criminals and had spent time 
in prison.  Despite the possible negative social and business repercussions, Lydia’s hospitality persisted.  She 
did not allow public perception to dictate the way she used the resources with which she had been entrusted 
by God.] 

 
Lydia’s house became a meeting place for the Philippian church.  Because of her bold faith and influence on 

her household, many more found spiritual life and growth in the church at Philippi. 
 
Q:  Tell us about someone in your family as you grew up, or someone in the church who was close your 

family, that you remember touching your life through some service or ministry? 
 
Q:  Lydia used her wealth, influence, and opportunities to help the work of the Gospel and the church. 

Which of these do you have experience using for God’s purposes? 
 
 
NEXT STEPS:   
Our next steps this week are to pray for one another about family influence.  In your group prayer time, pray 

specific prayers for each member or family in your group, so that they might be able to bring effective faith 
to their family’s life, whatever it’s like.  

 


