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Full Of It 2.5 -- Dutiful Servants 
(week of 7/3/2016) 

Text:  Luke 17:7-10 
 

Big Idea:  Serving God, and serving others in his name, should be a natural 
part of “who we are” in him.  

 

Icebreaker:  What is the best, most meaningful thing that someone else has 
done for you, unasked, just because they knew you needed it? 

 

This week’s parable from Jesus is part of his conversation with his apostles about faith.  As we learned in last 
week’s sermon (on 6/26), they thought their problem was not HAVING enough faith.  But Jesus knew that the 
problem was not LIVING the faith they already had, and he told them so.  And then he told them this story: 

 

Luke 17:7-10  "Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when he 
comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'?  (8)  Won't he rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get 
yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'?  (9)  Will he thank the servant 
because he did what he was told to do?  (10)  So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should 
say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.'" 

 

This coming Sunday (7/10), we’ll be signing up for the projects we’ll carry out as part of our BIG SERVE week.  
Once a year, Point Church sets aside a week to focus strongly on serving people in special ways.  Part of our 
goal is to teach and encourage each other in sacrificial service, just because a particular thing needs to be 
done and we can do it.  This is an excellent parable to consider as we go into that process this Sunday, 
because it raises some important questions we need to consider about our service: 

 

(1)  HOW am I serving? 
 

Slavery is an ugly word in our culture, but in Jesus’ day, it wasn’t necessarily so.  There were several ways to 
become a slave, including choosing to be a slave in order to pay a debt.  We don’t know why the man in this 
story was a slave, but we can guess at what his life was like.  [LEADER -- see the notes from Dr. Ralph Wilson, below] 

 

He was likely the only slave of a family who was not rich, maybe a man who owned a small farm.  This is 
shown in the fact that the slave not only worked in the fields or tending the livestock, but also had his own 
responsibilities in the house as well.  A richer owner would have different people for each of those roles. 

 

So even though the slave toiled in the hot sun all day, when the day was over he still had more to do inside, 
tending to his owner’s needs.  The key idea here is this:  HE DID WHATEVER NEEDED DOING.  That was his job 
description:  if it needs to be done, do it. 

 

How very different from the service to God and others that so many of us render.  We like to specialize, to 
categorize, to say, “I do this, but I don’t do that.”  “I serve in the Care Pantry, so I don’t help in Kid Point.”   
“I’m working on this important project, so someone else will have to empty the overflowing trash can.” 

 

Service to God is seen in a wide-ranging assortment of things that need to be done.  People need to be fed, 
children need to be taught, kitchens need to be cleaned, grass needs to be mowed, non-driving people need 
to be driven, lonely people needed to be friended -- the list goes on and on and . . .   As God’s people -- God’s 
servants -- we must be ready and willing to do whatever needs to be done, if we can do it. 
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Q:  What qualities does the faithful obedience of the slave demonstrate? 
 

Q:  As Jesus’ servants, we are supposed to reflect His love, mercy, and grace to the people we serve. How does 
that affect our attitude towards our owner and towards those we serve? 

 

Q:  In the last verse, the proper slave says, “I have only done my duty.”  Many would say that the idea of 
"duty" or “obligation” have become as unwelcome in our current culture as the concept of “answering to 
authority”.  Do you agree with that?  If so why would that be, and how do you see it lived out? 

 

Q:  “Christians are not sons and daughters who have been given the unpleasant burden of servitude; we are 
slaves who have been given the unbelievable blessing of ‘son-ship’.”  [Lance Witt]  How does this distinction 
help frame the expectations you have of God or other people in a healthy way? 

 

Q:  Given the way that slavery is thought of in our culture today, we might want to find other ways to make 
the points that Jesus makes in this parable, so that people will listen well.  How would you illustrate Jesus' 
point today? 

 
 

(2)  WHO am I serving? 
 

It was not uncommon for Jesus’ apostles to lose sight of who they were following and serving, and begin to 
focus on themselves, how “important” they were, and what they were going to get out of following Jesus.  
Several times, we find them arguing about which of them was the greatest, who would get what reward, how 
they were going to profit by their “sacrifice”, etc. 

 

Some of that seems to come from the idea that they must be something really special in themselves, and 
some seems to be an expectation of being in the reflected glory of Jesus.  Either way, the apostles 
occasionally had to be brought back to a right perspective of themselves.  This parable is one instance of 
Jesus doing that.  It’s kind of a way of saying, “’Scuse me, boys, but just who do you think you are?  Does any 
one of you happen to remember who’s in charge here and why we’re doing this?” 

 

Of course, sometimes Jesus has to call US back to reality, when we lose our focus on who our service is about: 
 

“Who is the ‘master’ that calls the shots in your life?  Ultimately, we ought to be serving Jesus.  But sometimes 
we find ourselves serving ‘the pastor’ or the ‘head of this particular ministry’ instead of Jesus. And when the 
person we find ourselves serving doesn’t remember to show us enough appreciation, we get bummed.  It’s 
not hard to slip away from serving the Lord for the right reasons and begin to like the taste of recognition 
from people a little too much.  I think that when I find myself asking others, ‘Well, what do you think about 
what I just did???’ that perhaps I’ve slipped off center a little bit.” [Rich Cathers] 

 

Q: What are some wrong attitudes the slave could have had toward his Master? 
 

Q:  In what ways do we take God for granted, expecting him to do our bidding and becoming upset when he 
doesn't? 

 

Q:  As you read the passage, how did you feel about the servant’s owner, and how might our cultural 
mindset effect that opinion? 

 

Q:  (10)  So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we 
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have only done our duty.'" What do you think:  Is this the way God sees us, as “unworthy servants”?  
[LEADERS: “In this parable Christ's purpose is NOT to teach in what spirit God deals with His servants, or how 
a master should deal with his slaves, but to teach rather what spirit we should serve God: recognizing our 
unworthiness, realizing our obligation, not expecting extra rewards or recompense”  [UK Essays]] 

 

Q:  When we grasp how deeply God loves us, and how far he went to redeem us, how will that change our 
attitude toward serving him? 

 
 

(3)  WHY am I serving? 
 

We need to go back to the reason Jesus told this story.  His closest followers were struggling with his 
command to forgive generously.  They didn’t feel like they could do that.  Jesus used this parable to show 
them that it didn’t matter what they felt like; they still had to do it if they wanted to be his followers.   

 
When the slave came in from a long, hot day in the field, how strongly do you imagine he wanted to sit down, 

put up his weary feet, rest in the shade, drink a jug or two of cool water, and get some food into his hungry 
stomach?  How eager do you suspect he was to stay right at work, taking care of someone else?  Surely the 
answers to those two questions were “A whole bunch!” and “Not much!” 

 

But it was his job.  He was ordered to prepare and serve the meal, even though he was dead tired, and needed 
dinner and rest himself.  So even though he didn’t feel like it at all, and as thankless as it might be, he did 
what he was told to do. THAT’S what Jesus apostles were supposed to get from this story. 

 

And that sums up all we need to know about WHY we serve God and others: because God is the master, and 
we are the servants, and he told us to. 

 

“A servant should expect no special reward for doing what was his duty in the first place. The demanding 
standards Christ set may have seemed too high to the disciples, but they represented only the minimal duties 
for a servant of Christ. Those who obey are not to think their obedience is meritorious or worthy of any 
special honor. We can never draw back from doing God’s revealed will because we feel we lack the faith or 
sufficient feelings to obey Christ. As servants of Jesus Christ, we are to obey when He speaks. Obedience is 
nothing out of the ordinary for a slave.”  [Heartquest Studies] 

 

Q:  In the Disney animated musical “Beauty And The Beast”, the servants-turned-into-household-items 
welcome Belle with a song that includes the following line:  “Life is so unnerving for a servant who’s not 
serving. He’s not whole without a soul to wait upon!”  Whether the writers intended it or not, there’s a great 
spiritual truth in there.  What is it, and do you find it to be true in your own life? 

 

Q:  We all know people who grumble and gripe when they’re asked to serve in a way that they think they 
shouldn’t have to.  Sometimes that person is us!  What might that be an indication of? 

 

Q:  (9)  “Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do?”  Well, will he?  DOES God thank us for 
doing what he expects us to do?  [LEADER -- allow for answers before moving to the next paragraph, which 
offers some answers] 

 

“Jesus calls us into servanthood not just because others need our service but because of what he does in us 
through our serving. Jesus said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’ (Acts 20:35). In serving others, we 
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often gain more than those receiving our service. One of the blessings of serving is that it helps us control our 
self-interests by putting others first. Richard Foster wrote, ‘Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of the 
flesh like service, and nothing transforms the desires of the flesh like serving in hiddenness. The flesh whines 
against service but screams against hidden service. It strains and pulls for honor and recognition.’ As God’s 
stewards, we are to serve all people, not just those who can bring us status or clout or return the favor. 
Helping others minimizes the problem of self-absorption or pride that interferes with a life of servanthood. 
When we do mundane, unnoticed acts of service for others, we receive the reward of knowing that it is really 
Christ we are serving.”   [“The Steward’s Purpose”: Parish Publishing] 

 

Q:  Discuss as many other blessings of serving God and others as time reasonably allows. 
 

Q:  Discuss what the proper motivation for obedience is and is not.  [LEADER -- The proper motivation for 
obedience is expressing gratitude to God for His accomplishments in Jesus' death and resurrection and for 
His kindness in our lives. The improper motivation for obedience is the attempt to place God in the person's 
debt--or an attempt to 'earn' salvation.] 

 
 

NEXT STEPS:   
1)  It’s self-examination time again.  Ask your spouse or a friend to help you evaluate your desire to follow 

God’s will in every part of your life.  Choose one area where you have trouble with that, and agree to let your 
spouse or friend challenge you regularly on how you’re doing with it. 

 

2)  If you aren’t doing it yet, get involved with our Sunday Service Teams at your campus. 
 

3)  Be sure to register for YOUR place of service in our BIG SERVE registration this Sunday, July 10. 
 
 

FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
 

[Dr. Ralph Wilson]  Slaves in the First Century 
We like to translate the Greek word “doulos” as "servant," but the word used in this passage describes a slave, 

probably the only slave of a small farmer, a slave who not only works in the field, but also performs 
household chores. 

In America we still haven't recovered from nearly 400 years of slavery, and the very thought of slavery is 
repugnant to us -- so repugnant, in fact, that it is difficult to read about slavery in the Bible without loading 
the subject with a great deal emotional and historical baggage. 

But to Jews in the First Century Roman Empire, slavery was just a fact of life. The average person didn't own 
slaves, but many villages would have one or more wealthy persons who owned slaves. 

People generally entered into slavery in one of five ways: (1) born of slave parents, (2) purchase, (3) failure to 
pay a debt, (4) as prisoners of war, and (5) self-sale. Though it might seem strange to us, a number of people 
would sell themselves into slavery, principally "to enter a life that was easier and more secure than existence 
as a poor, freeborn person." Slaves sometimes received an education at their owner's expense, and, if they 
sold themselves to a Roman citizen, when given their freedom they might become Roman citizens themselves. 

While the Greeks considered slaves to be sub-human, Hebrew history in Egypt taught Jews to show respect to 
their slaves. Nor did slaves just have servile duties. Some might be tutors, physicians, companions, household 
managers, sales agents, and administrators. 

But the slave Jesus describes in this parable, probably the only slave in this household, got mostly hard labor -- 
plowing, looking after livestock, as well as cooking and household chores. His was a pretty hard existence.  


