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Full Of It 3.5 -- Coming to the Kingdom like a Child 
(week of 7/10/2016) 

 
Text:  Matthew 18:1-5; Mark 10:13-16; Matthew 21:15-16 
 
Big Idea:  Childlike dependence is only one “childlike” characteristic of 

coming to God “like a child”.  We also come to the kingdom humbly, 
loudly, and expectantly! 

 
Icebreaker:  Describe your ideal Christmas morning. 
 
In our sermon on Sunday, we looked at the part that dependence on God plays in our faith.  The picture of 

dependence used in the teaching of Jesus was often that of a child.  A passage that teaches the idea strongly 
is found in Luke 11: 

Luke 11:9-13  "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you.  (10)  For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened.  (11)  "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  (12)  Or if he asks for an 
egg, will give him a scorpion?  (13)  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 

We can depend on our father God in the same way a child depends on his earthly father, and on Sunday we 
saw how that kind of dependence is a vital component of saving faith.  It’s one of the aspects of childlike-ness 
that we must bring with us when we come to God. 

But there are others equally as important.  In this study, we’ll look at some of those other childlike qualities 
that God wants to see in us when we come to him. 

 
(1)  Coming to the kingdom humbly.  
Matthew 18:1-5  At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"  

(2)  He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them.  (3)  And he said: "Truly I tell you, unless you change 
and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  (4)  Therefore, whoever takes the lowly 
position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  (5)  And whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me. 

 

Jesus exhorts the disciples (and us) to possess a childlike modesty in addition to their faith. Those who willingly 
take the lowest position are the greatest in heaven’s eyes. A young child doesn’t yet know anything of 
ambition, pride, and haughtiness, and so is a good example for us. Children are characteristically humble and 
teachable. They aren’t prone to pride or hypocrisy. Humility is a virtue rewarded by God; as James says, 
“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up” (James 4:10). 

 
“Not only has Jesus made a rather absurd claim; He has also upped the stakes of their conversation.  

Essentially, what He has said here is this: “Look, forget about greatness for the time being. You won’t even 
get in unless you become like one of these.” Which certainly would have thrown the disciples for a loop and 
must have caused them to ask, “What’s so great about this kid?” In fact, that is the very question that lies at 
the heart of our own understanding of this passage: What is virtuous about childlikeness? And, the answer is 
simple: humility (which would have also been a fairly shocking sentiment in a Roman-influenced world of 
rank and status). In other words, Jesus says that it’s the very thing that makes a child worthless in our eyes 
that makes them priceless in His Kingdom.”  [Josh Harrison] 
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Q:  [LEADER -- treat this as ONE question, rather than as a series of questions]   When you think of 

significance, what comes to mind?  A good job? Lots of money? Important position in the community?  
What makes someone “important” in your opinion? 
 
Q:  As you consider it, what are some specific qualities of children that help them be humble? 
 
Q:  Why would Jesus want to stress such a strong point in comparing us to children? 
 
Q:  What does humility have to do with greatness? 
 
Q:  What has been helpful to you in learning humility? 
 
 
(2)  Coming to the kingdom loudly!!  
Matthew 21:15-16  But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children 

shouting in the temple courts, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they were indignant.  (16)  "Do you hear what these 
children are saying?" they asked him. "Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read, "'From the lips of children and infants 
you, Lord, have called forth your praise'?" 

 
We who have been parents of children from ages 2 and up are well familiar with the ways children celebrate 

when they’re happy.  Jesus says that we can take a lesson from them when we consider our God.  When we 
give our obedient trust to Jesus and become part of his kingdom, we have reason to sing, to shout, to wave 
our arms about, to jump up and down -- to do all those things that children do when they are overjoyed!   

 
“The old fuddy-duddies in our text were indignant, but the kids were crying, ‘Hosanna.’  You see, when the 

kids cried ‘Hosanna’, it wasn't for political reasons; it wasn't for economic reasons; it wasn't for vocational 
reasons.  They cried ‘Hosanna’ simply because they were excited about Jesus. I find that to be true with 
young Christians as well. It's often the young brother or sister who can lead the way in simple and sincere 
praise. This house must be a place where such praise is expressed.”  [Jon Courson] 

 
Q:  What lessons can we learn from children about worshiping God? 
 
Q:  If you have been around a young child who celebrates God, what have you seen?  How do they worship 

(even if they don’t yet know that that’s the name for what they’re doing?) 
 
Q:  Why do you think our “worship energy levels” often change as we grow older? 
 
Q:  What keeps you from being more expressive in your worship (whatever that means -- more loud, more 

enthusiastic, more movement, more intensity, etc.)? 
 
Q:  What would encourage you to be more expressive in your worship (again, whatever that means)? 
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(3)  Coming to the kingdom expectantly!   
Mark 10:13-16  People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked 

them.  (14)  When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  (15)  Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."  (16)  And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them 
and blessed them. 

 

We talked through Luke’s telling of this story in Sunday’s sermon, but for this study, we’ll focus on a different 
aspect of Jesus’ statement -- we’ll zero in on the word “RECEIVE”. 

When we give a child a present, their reaction is most often one of joy, celebration, and expectancy.  The 
wrapping goes flying; their eyes light up; they often squeal with delight; they say, “I’ve ALWAYS wanted one 
of these!”; and they want to play with it NOW!  Why?  Because: 1) they immediately believe that it actually 
belongs to them, and; 2) they completely expect that it will be every bit as fantastic as it’s supposed to be.  
There is no doubt that their toy is the greatest thing ever (until they open the next one!) 

So the question for us is this:  How do WE receive the good news about the kingdom of God?  Do we really 
believe that it’s actually for us?  And do we react to it like we really expect it to be the greatest thing ever, 
and that NOTHING else could ever be any better? 

 
“In Ephesians 1:3, Paul tells us that God “has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 

Christ.” Second Peter 1:3 tells us that God’s “divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.” It will take us 
all of this life and maybe all eternity to realize the abundant riches of God’s grace in Christ. But the point is, 
He poured it all on us at the moment of salvation. For this reason, we can now “greatly rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory” (1 Pet. 1:8).”  [Steven Cole] 

 
Q:  Recall some Christmas mornings from your past.  Are there any presents that stand out as ones that you 

(or one of your children) were particularly overjoyed to unwrap?  Describe the scene and the action. 
 
Q:  When you are confident that a gift you have received is a fantastic thing, is really yours, and will do what 

it’s supposed to do, how (and why) does that influence the joy you find in receiving it? 
 
Q:  And how does all that influence your readiness to USE it for its purposes? 
 
Q:  Have a group member look up and read 1st Peter 1:8-9.  According to Peter, what is the basis of Christian 

joy that is “inexpressible and glorious”? 

 
Q:  Can a person who grew up in a Christian home and was saved as a child feel the kind of joy of the person 

who is saved out of a horrible past? 
 
 
NEXT STEPS:  Sit with your spouse or a close Christian friend and talk about how you and he or she sees 

these childlike qualities in each other’s faith.  Choose one or two of them to focus on praying about and 
building up, and set an appointment for a couple of weeks form now to get together to see how you’re 
doing with them. 

 


