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Full Of It 5.5 -- Leaving All to Follow Jesus 
(week of 7/24/2016) 

 
Text:  Luke 18:24-30 
 
Big Idea:  God calls us to be ready to give it all up in order to follow him. 
 
Icebreaker:  If you had to give up one “luxury” or convenience in your home, what would be the first thing to 

go?  What would be the last? 
 
This will be our last look at Luke 18.  Jesus had just encountered the “rich young ruler”, and you’ll remember 

that the man was deeply sad as he went away.  Jesus had told him that to inherit the kingdom of God, the 
man would have to sell everything he had and give the money to the poor, before he could follow Jesus.  This 
caused a stir in the crowd listening.  It just as strongly affected Jesus’ closest followers, who began to wonder 
just what a person had to do to make it into the kingdom.  This study explores the follow up conversation 
between them and Jesus. 

 
(1)  Luke 18:24-25  Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!  (25)  

Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God." 

It’s safe to assume that the camel-and-needle’s-eye reference is simply a picture of trying to do the 
impossible.  Jesus wasn’t attacking rich people.  He was teaching that it’s impossible to make salvation be 
something that we earn or deserve.   

“The problem isn't the wealth but it is the self-sufficiency wealth gives a person. The wealthy often do not feel 
they need God because they believe their wealth affords them the power to handle any crisis they may face. 
That is why Jesus listed ‘poverty of spirit’ as the first Beatitude. Acknowledging we need God is the first step 
in the spiritual journey to salvation.”  [Agape Bible Study] 

 
Q:  What kind of wealth was Jesus talking about -- the kind that the top 1% of the country owns, or the kind 

of wealth that folks like you and I have? 
 
Q:  One of your neighbors states, “Why does Jesus speak about how hard it is for a rich man to enter 

heaven? Doesn’t God bless some with money, lands, and position? So it isn’t having these things that is the 
problem. What is the point here?” How would you respond to your friend?    

 
Q:  One writer suggests that it’s difficult for a successful, wealthy person to remain humble, teachable, and 

trusting in God.   
  1) Do you agree with that, and why or why not?   
  2) How would such a person successfully combat the loss of those characteristics? 
 
Q:  [Have someone in the group read 1st Timothy 6:17-19, then answer]  God can use wealthy people just like 

He can use poor people.  But what view of their wealth will the wealthy need in order to be used by God? 
 
Q:  Most of us think that we aren’t anywhere near rich, but still, most of us would think that the loss of all of 

our worldly goods would be a catastrophe. Many who have experienced the brunt of natural and man-made 
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disasters can identify with that.  How “rich” do we have to be before we need to be concerned about 
holding onto our worldly wealth more tightly than we hold onto God? 

 
 
(2)  Luke 18:26-27  Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?"  (27)  Jesus replied, "What is 

impossible with man is possible with God."   
 
“Matthew records that the disciples were ‘greatly astonished’ at Jesus’ statement. The Greek words mean 

literally, ‘violently stricken in mind.’ They were ‘floored!’ What Jesus had said stunned them. It was 
inconceivable in Judaism at that time that wealth should be a hindrance to entering the kingdom of God 
since this was considered to be a sign of God’s favor! . . . Poverty, physical illness, and other forms of 
catastrophic misfortune were considered a sign of sinfulness by most Jews. So the disciples were exceedingly 
amazed -- and so is the rest of mankind. The disciples asked, ‘Then who can be saved?’ If freedom from the 
wish to be rich and to hold on to one’s hard earned wealth is the only route to salvation, who can be saved? 
The disciples are probably being honest and expressing the unspoken affirmation of their own hearts that if 
they could have had the rich, young ruler’s wealth they would have gladly accepted it. They were chagrined 
because they knew Jesus was not pointing His statement only at those who were rich in fact, but also to 
everyone who would prefer riches above almost anything else -- which includes most people in the world!”  
[Paul Butler] 

 
Q:  Describe a time when you tried to accomplish a God-sized task on your own.  
 
Q:  How has God made it possible for us humans to do what we cannot do by our own strength? 
 
Q:  What are some riches other than money that might make a person think that they don’t need Christ? 
 
Q:  If we’re supposed to trust God instead our wealth and stuff, how do you think we decide how much to 

keep and to let go? 
 
Q:  How do we build up the kind of trust in God that will let us do that? 
 
 
(3)  Luke 18:28-30  Peter said to him, "We have left all we had to follow you!"  (29)  "Truly I tell you," Jesus said 

to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the 
kingdom of God  (30)  will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life." 

 
Christ had just told the rich young ruler that if he wished to fill the real void in his life and be “perfect”, he 

should sell all he had, give it to the poor and follow Jesus. When he would do this he would have treasure in 
heaven. That last statement stimulated Peter’s mind. He immediately declared, “Lord, WE have left our 
homes and followed you, so what will WE have?” Peter apparently felt that he, and the other disciples, stood 
in a much superior relationship to Jesus than the rich, young ruler. Peter’s question implied, “We have done 
what you told him to do; we are the first of your disciples. This man has turned his back on You, Lord, and if 
he should come back at the last moment, remember, we were working for you first, and we have left all and 
followed you.” 

 
“When we come to the point where our spouse, our brothers, our parents, our children, our wealth, and those 
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things of this world we love are all secondary to our love of God, something special happens. God will give 
back many times as much in this world and in the world to come. How does this happen? When we make 
God first, He gives us the love, joy and peace with which to really enjoy those people and things that God has 
given to us in a new way. We see them as a gift of God which now can be part of His glory rather than our 
own.  All of the things of this world become fully His as we are His stewards of it. Everything in life takes on 
new meaning.”   [American Journal of Biblical Theology] 

 
Q:  What answer do you think Peter was hoping for, when he asked, basically, “What’s in it for us?” 
 
Q:  It is easy to judge the rich young ruler, and to judge Peter, but what would be the most difficult thing for 

you to give up to follow God more closely?   
 
Q:  What does Jesus mean in verses 29-30?  How does that work?  [LEADER -- allow some answers or 

discussion before sharing this quotation:  “When we come to the point where our spouse, our brothers, our 
parents, our children, our wealth, and those things of this world we love are all secondary to our love of God, 
something special happens. God will give back many times as much in this world and in the world to come. 
How does this happen? When we make God first, He gives us the love, joy and peace with which to really 
enjoy those people and things that God has given to us in a new way. We see them as a gift of God which 
now can be part of His glory rather than our own.  All of the things of this world become fully His as we are 
His stewards of it. Everything in life takes on new meaning.”]   [American Journal of Biblical Theology] 

 
Q:  We have no trouble understanding the blessings of heaven (at least as far as we can imagine them.)  But 

how do we receive “home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children” in THIS world?  Does this 
even make sense?  [LEADER -- Acts 2:44-45 might give you a clue!] 

 
Q: Jesus’ words in Luke 18:29-30 must have done something strong for the disciples’ confidence and readiness 

as they faced the days that were soon to come.  How can they help us? 
 
 
NEXT STEPS:  All of the disciples eventually left everything and followed Jesus. They finally understood that 

we won’t inherit any of the kingdom of God because of something we do or earn. Christians must learn to 
rely fully God for all of our needs.  What do you sense God calling you to give up or start doing so that you 
may rely solely on God and inherit the kingdom?  Talk with your spouse or a friend, and begin to work out 
a feasible plan for doing so.   

 


