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Does the Bible tell me so? 1.5 -- Seeing is Believing 
(week of 7/31/2016) 

 

Text:  1st John 1:1-3; Luke 1:1-4 
 

Big Idea:  We trust the resurrection of Jesus because of the testimony of 
the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life.  

 

Icebreaker:  If you had to go into the Witness Protection System suddenly and had time to make only one 
phone call or write one letter or e-mail (if they allowed you to), whom would you want to contact? Why? 

 

This is the first of two Life Group studies that accompany the “Does the Bible Tell Me So?” sermon series.  For 
our faith in God to be strong, it’s vitally important that we be as certain as possible that what we believe is 
actually true -- believing lies does no good for anyone.  This week’s sermon explored some reasons why we 
can trust the Bible to tell the truth.  In this study, we’ll have a brief look at the nature of the testimony of the 
writers of the New Testament, to see whether there’s anything there worth paying attention to. 

 

1)  “WE saw it; WE heard it” 
TESTIMONY FROM THE APOSTLE JOHN:  1st John 1:1-3  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 

we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched -- this we proclaim concerning 
the Word of life.  (2)  The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which 

was with the Father and has appeared to us.  (3)  We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also 
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

When he wrote this, the apostle John was, as best we know, the last living eyewitness of Jesus’ life and 
ministry.  [There’s more about John in the FURTHER STUDY NOTES.]  Because of that, his authority and 
credibility were unquestioned in the church.  There was a growing wave of false teachers called the Gnostics, 
who believed that everything about the material world was completely evil, and so Jesus couldn’t have been 
a real flesh-and-blood person, because that would have meant that God became evil.  That led them to 
reason that if Jesus wasn’t flesh-and-blood, then his life on earth wasn’t an actual human life, and he 
therefore couldn’t have died on the cross or risen from the dead, because it was all just an illusion. 

 

John knew the truth firsthand. He wrote here that, along with the other apostles, he had heard, seen, and 
touched Jesus, and so his testimony could be trusted.  He could confidently and authoritatively state that 
Jesus was an actual man who lived, ate, breathed, talked, walked, etc.  Jesus was an actual man who was 
killed by people who hated him.  And Jesus showed himself to also be God when, by his own power, he lived 
again after he died.  John knew that THIS was ALSO true -- again, because he heard, saw, and touched the 
once-dead Jesus who was alive again. 

 
Q:  Discuss the differences between the impact of hands-on, eyewitness testimony, and the impact of “This 

guy told me…” testimony.  Why do you find one more convincing than the other? 
 

Q:  “…we have heard … we have seen with our eyes … we have looked at and our hands have touched … we have seen 

it … appeared to us … what we have seen and heard…”  --  Some examples of John’s seeing and hearing and 
touching:  a) John left his own life behind to follow Jesus -- Matt 4:18-20 

   b) John saw Jesus raise the dead, three times -- Mark 5:35-43 (Jairus’ daughter); Luke 7:11-17 (son of widow 
of Nain); John 11 (Lazarus) 
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   c) John was at the mountain of transfiguration -- Matthew 17 
   d) John stood with Jesus’ mother as Jesus died -- John 19:26-27 
   e) John saw the empty tomb -- John 20:10 
   f) John walked and talked with Jesus after the resurrection -- John 20:19 thru 21:14 
Take some time to discuss the impact that each of these events would have had on John -- especially the 

last three in combination.  [LEADER -- possible answers:  a) nearly three years of close contact gives ample 
opportunity to compare teaching with actual conduct; b) power over the life and death of other people; c) 
supernatural interaction with long-dead faith heroes; d/e/f) actual death leading to actual life, no chance of 
deception or pretense; power over his own life and death.) 

 

Q:  Why is the personal testimony of Christ's closest associates so crucial to our spiritual life and growth? 
 

Q:  Why is it so important to point people to the historical facts of the life, death and resurrection of Christ 
and not get sidetracked into debates about other less important side issues? 

 
TESTIMONY FROM THE APOSTLE PETER:  2nd Peter 1:16-18   For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told 

you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  (17)  He received 
honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him I am well pleased."  (18)  We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were 

with him on the sacred mountain. 
 

Q:  How important has it been to YOUR faith that Peter (and other New Testament writers) were 
eyewitnesses to the life and divinity of Christ?  

 

Q: [Institute for Creation Research]  “A reliable witness will evidence honesty by his/her sincerity of speech, and be 
clearly motivated by a drive to speak the truth. The quality of a witness’s observations can be observed by 
accurate memory, evidenced often by access to accurate records. The competency of his/her communication 
will be demonstrated by an ability to recall and describe observations, with accurate information and 
relevant details. Testimonial consistency is also a key factor in reliability.” 

  Thinking about the 1st John and 2nd Peter verses (and what you may know of the rest of the New 
Testament), do you see any of these “reliable witness” characteristics in them? 

 
 

2)  “THEY saw it; THEY heard it” 
TESTIMONY FROM LUKE, GOSPEL WRITER AND COMPANION OF THE APOSTLE PAUL:  We did not mean to imply 

earlier that firsthand testimony is the only valuable kind.  Second-hand testimony can also be valuable, when 
the reporter of the testimony of others has done his or her homework well, and when multiple witnesses 
give the same testimony.  Luke wrote both the gospel that bears his name and the book of Acts.  He didn’t 
personally see much of what he wrote about, but, as we see in the introduction to his gospel (Luke 1:1-4), 
Luke decided to carefully investigate the stories of the ones who said they were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life, 
and to make as accurate an account of them as he could. 

 
Luke 1:1-4  Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us,  (2)  just as 

they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.  (3)  With this 
in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus,  (4)  so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 
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Q:  How does Luke's introduction help distinguish Christianity from other religions? 
 

Q:  “those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word” … “I myself have carefully investigated 

everything from the beginning” -- Of the people surrounding Jesus through his life, make a list of as many of 
them as you can think of who Luke would have questioned to corroborate the details of Jesus’ life. 

 

Q:  What impact does Luke’s emphasis on talking to eyewitnesses and writing an orderly account have on 
your search for the truth about Jesus?  

 

Q:  Your friend Luke comes to you and says, “So, there’s this guy who a lot of people are saying he’s, like, 
God.  I want to try to write a paper about him, and get info about him from the people who say they know 
him.  What do you think I should ask about?  What should I try hardest to verify?”  What suggestions 
would you give? 

 
TESTIMONY FROM THE APOSTLE PAUL:  1st Corinthians 15:3-8  For what I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  (4)  that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures,  (5)  and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.  (6)  After that, 
he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, 
though some have fallen asleep.  (7)  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  (8)  and last of all he 
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

 

Paul's main argument in verifying the resurrection was that there were still eyewitnesses to the Resurrection 
alive when he wrote.  This letter to the church in Corinth was the first piece of writing we know of to defend 
the truth of the resurrection by citing specific eyewitnesses to it.  When he wrote this letter, the gospels had 
not yet been written.  Luke was not yet doing his investigating.  The story of Jesus and his death, burial and 
resurrection was still being passed along person-to-person.   

The fact that Christ had died and was alive again could be corroborated by more than 500 individuals who 
were alive while Paul was writing -- as well as by Paul himself, after his own face-to-“face” encounter with 
Jesus on the road to Damascus.   

 

Q:  Much of 1st Corinthians seems to have been written in response to certain questions Paul had received 
from the church.  We can only speculate what the questions were, by reading Paul’s answers.  So speculate a 
bit now:  What questions were the Corinthians asking about the resurrection, and how would this answer 
have reassured them?   

 

Q:  What motivates people to deny Jesus’ resurrection -- why would they want to claim that it is less reliable 
than some other event in the first century for which we have historical records? 

 

Q:  Our final question is about the biggest reason for being sure of what we believe about Jesus:  If we aren’t 
certain that Jesus actually died, was buried, and raised back to life, what doubts should we have about our 
salvation?  [LEADER -- in discussing this question, bring in Paul’s words in 1st Corinthians 15:12-19.] 

 
 

NEXT STEPS:  Carefully read all the gospel accounts of Jesus’ resurrection again.  Make note of any questions 
they raise for you, and discuss those with one of our church pastors, so that you can grow as certain as 
possible about your faith in Jesus’ power and authority to offer life to you. 
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FURTHER STUDY NOTES 
 
[Open Bible East]  First John was written by John, one of Jesus’ original 12 disciples.  He was probably “the disciple Jesus 

loved” (John 21:20), and along with Peter and James, he had a special relationship with Jesus.  This letter was written 
between A.D. 85 and 90 from Ephesus, before John’s exile to the island of Patmos.  Jerusalem had been destroyed in 
A.D. 70, and Christians were scattered throughout the empire.  By the time John wrote this letter, Christianity had 
been around for more than a generation.  It had faced and survived severe persecution.  The main problem 
confronting the church at this time was declining commitment: Many believers were conforming to the world’s 
standards, failing to stand up for Christ and compromising their faith.  False teachers were plentiful, and they were 
accelerating the church’s downward slide away from the Christian faith.   

John wrote this letter to put believers back on track, to show the difference between light and darkness (truth and 
error), and to encourage the church to grow in genuine love for God and for one another.  He also wrote to assure true 
believers that they possessed eternal life and to help them know that their faith was genuine -- so they could enjoy all 
the benefits of being God’s children. 

 
 [Institute for Creation Research]  A reliable witness will evidence honesty by his/her sincerity of speech, and be clearly 

motivated by a drive to speak the truth. The quality of a witness’s observations can be observed by accurate memory, 
evidenced often by access to accurate records. The competency of his/her communication will be demonstrated by an 
ability to recall and describe observations, with accurate information and relevant details. Testimonial consistency is 
also a key factor in reliability. 

Though each witness will provide idiosyncratic differences (due to different perspectives and interests), all Scripture has 
perfect evidentiary consistency. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Moses, Daniel, Jude, and all of the other Bible’s co-
authors qualify as impeccably reliable eyewitnesses. Many of the Bible’s writers suffered cruel treatment, even death, 
for their stand on their witness. To the obvious credibility of their writings is added the unshakeable belief that their 
testimony was so true that it was worth suffering and dying for. 

 
[Life, Hope& Truth]  God uses witnesses to establish a matter. In Israel, charges that someone sinned had to be confirmed 

by the word of two or more witnesses (Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15). 
The apostle Paul instructed Timothy not to accept accusations against a fellow elder unless there were two or more 

witnesses (1 Timothy 5:19). Jesus referred to this principle when urging believers to maintain good relationships within 
the Church (Matthew 18:16-17), again repeating the importance of witnesses. 

Luke stated he gathered the material for his account of Jesus’ life from “eyewitnesses” (Luke 1:2). 
The other Gospels were likewise recorded from eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life, death and burial—and Jesus’ 

resurrection. Matthew and John were eyewitnesses. Peter likely provided John Mark with much of his material; and as 
we have already noted, Luke gathered details from a number of eyewitness accounts, no doubt with the input of Paul, 
who was instructed by the resurrected Christ (Galatians 1:11-12). 

 
[Alan Perkins]  The implied accusation here is that the accounts of Christ’s miracles and resurrection, and the promise of 

his return, are mere fables, myths, and legends, like the stories of Greek gods and goddesses, believed in as factual 
only by the simple and naïve, and constructed by religious leaders for the purpose of keeping their followers under 
control. Thus, “scoffers” mock the bearers of the gospel, saying, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our 
fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." (2 Pet. 3:4).  

We should not be surprised when, two millennia later, the very same things are stated or insinuated in popular books 
and news magazines (usually at Easter). There is truly nothing new under the sun.  Peter’s response to this is that, on 
the contrary, he and the other apostles witnessed these things, and preach them not as rumor or hearsay, but as 
personal experience. The event which displayed the “majesty” of Christ was the Transfiguration (Mt. 17:1-9; Mk. 9:2-
10; Lk. 28-36). Not only did it reveal Christ as the Son of God, but it foreshadowed the power and glory of Christ which 
will be revealed at his return, his “coming”.  


