
The Politics of Jesus - Week 3 
Week of October 30th 

Life Group Discussion Guide

Introduction: This Sunday we continued our series The Politics of Jesus, and we looked at how  
our Citizenship in Heaven is superior to our American Citizenship. 

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Hebrews 11:8-12

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By 
faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived 
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he 
was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 
And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children 
because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one 
man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 
and as countless as the sand on the seashore.

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?

This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 8 - Following what God calls us to do requires us to walk by faith and not by sight. Despite 
not knowing where he was going, Abraham obeyed and went.
Vs. 9 - Abraham viewed himself as a "stranger in a foreign country." 



Vs. 9 - By living in tents, there was a sense in which this residence was temporary. 
Vs. 10 - Even though God had brought Abraham to see the promised land, his hope was in 
God's ultimate plan to make all things new. 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 8 - I don't have to know all of the details of how God is going to work. I'm simply called to 
obediently trust that He will. 
Vs. 9 - Like Abraham, I'm called to live in America as a "stranger in foreign country," because 
according to God's ultimate plan, this isn't my home. The ways of this world should seem 
"strange" and "foreign" to me because I have a heavenly wiring, not an earthly one any longer.
Vs. 9 - I am called to live here, but I don't have to live here like everyone else that lives here. 
Abraham living in "tents" is a reminder for me to not use all of my resources in this life as if this 
were my home. 
Vs. 10 - It says that Abraham wasn't looking forward to the house that he would build, but the 
city that God would one day build. My eyes should be focused on God's plan to one day bring 
heaven down to earth. My eyes should be focused on what God will one day build, and that 
should shape the way I live in the present. 

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Hebrews 11:13-16

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that 
they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that 
they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country 
they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing 
for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?

This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 13 - These people got a glimpse of the future, but never fully experienced them before they 
died. They were willing to welcome the future from the distance, because they embraced their 
identity as "foreigners and strangers on earth." 
Vs. 13 - They were living by "faith when they died." They were still certain in the promises of 
God as they breathed their last breath. 
Vs. 14 - They didn't claim their current residence as their own, but looked into the future for a 
country of their own. 
Vs. 15-16 - They didn't long for anything this world had to offer. They longed for their heavenly 
country.   



Vs. 16 - God is not ashamed to be the God of those who place their faith and hope in their 
heavenly home. 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 13 - Like Abraham, I need to make sure that I am living in this country as a stranger and 
foreigners. If I were certain of the promises of God, I would live differently in the present. 
Vs. 15 - The answer isn't for us to get back to where we used to be. We are to be a taste of 
God's future in the present. 
Vs. 16 - What am I longing for?
Vs. 16 - If God is building a future home for us, we show we believe in that by how much we 
make this world our home. 

Step 4: Life Group Leaders leads the group into a time of prayer: 'Let's pray that God would 
help us take next steps to apply this passage to our lives.'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Prayers
Father, help me walk by faith and not by sight. May my obedience never be based on what I can 
see, but on your promises.
Father, help me to view myself as a foreigner and stranger in this life. 
Father, give me wisdom to invest in the eternal in this life, and not the temporary. 
Father, wrap my heart around my future home, so that I don't cling to this earthly home. 

Please see final note in the commentary on verse 16. This is what the sermon will be 
about in Week 4.

Commentary 
Source: New International Commentary on the New Testament Volume of Hebrews by F.F. 
Bruce

Vs. 8 - Even in the promised land, Abraham lived a pilgrim life. 
Vs. 8 - Faith and obedience are inseparable in ones relation to God. Abraham's obedience was 
the outward evidence of his inward faith. 
Vs. 8 - The author points out that Abraham did not receive the promise of the inheritance at the 
time of his first call; the land to which he was directed to go was the "place which he was to 
receive as his inheritance"; the promise of the inheritance was not given until he had returned 
from Egypt and Lot had chosen the well-watered circuit of Jordan to settle in (Gen. 13:14-17); it 
was reaffirmed firmed to him along with the promise of an heir (Gen. 15:18-21), and again after 
the bestowal of the covenant of circumcision (Gen. 17:8). The divine bidding ding was sufficient 
for him at his first call, and "he went forth, not knowing where he was going." The promise of the 
inheritance was not in the first instance stance an incentive to obedience; it was the reward of 
his obedience.
Vs. 9 - Even when he received the promise of the inheritance, it was the promise that he 
received, not the visible possession of the land; but to Abraham the promise of God was as 
substantial as its realization. He lived thereafter in the good of that promise. Year after year he 
pitched his moving tent amid the settled inhabitants of Palestine, "in them but not of them," 
commanding their respect as "a prince of God," but owning not a square foot of the country until 
he bought the field of Machpelah near Hebron from Ephron the Hittite as a family burial-ground. 



Yet, living like a resident alien in the land which had been promised to him and his descendants, 
he did not grow impatient.
Vs. 10 - He was looking for a city of a different kind: the city with the eternal foundations,85 
planned and built by God.86 Just as the true rest of God is not the earthly Canaan into which 
the first Joshua led the people of Israel (Heb. 4:8), so Abraham kept his eyes fixed on the well-
established established city of God which was to be revealed in the time of fulfillment.
Vs. 12 - Reference verse: Romans 4:18-22
18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many 
nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”[d] 19 Without 
weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he 
was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not 
waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith 
and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had 
promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”
Vs. 13 - But to the patriarchs that promise was sure because it was God's promise; and they 
staked everything on its certainty.
Vs. 14 - Their "pilgrim's progress" through this world had as its goal a home elsewhere. Canaan 
was no more their home as they sought the country of their hearts' desire than the wilderness 
was the home of their descendants in Moses' day who journeyed from Egypt to Canaan. 
Vs. 15 - It is equally plain that, although they spoke of themselves as pilgrims were in a foreign 
land, they did not refer to the land they had left as being their true home. In that case, they could 
easily have gone back there. But in fact they had no thought of doing so.
Vs. 16 - The truth is, their true homeland was not on earth at all. The better country on which 
they had set their hearts was the heavenly country.122 The earthly Canaan and the earthly 
Jerusalem were but temporary object-lessons sons pointing to the saints' everlasting rest, the 
well-founded city of God.
Vs. 16 - Yet those who have shared most truly the otherworldliness of the patriarchs have 
not been unpractical people, too heavenly-minded to be of any earthly use. Abraham's 
neighbors were enriched by the presence of this wandering stranger in their midst; when 
the territory of some of them was devastated by an invading army on one occasion, it 
was "Abram the Hebrew"125 who took immediate and effective action to deal with the 
situation.126 There have indeed been many occasions when practical men of the world 
have been thankful to saints and mystics for timely help in an emergency beyond their 
own power to cope with.


