
The Politics of Jesus - Week 2
Week of October 16th

Life Group Discussion Guide

Introduction: This Sunday we continued our series The Politics of Jesus, and we looked at how 
The Politics of America are not the same as The Politics of Jesus. The American Dream and the 
Kingdom of God Dream are very different dreams. Tonight we will take an in-depth look at the 
Kingdom of God Dream.

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Philippians 2:1-5

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his 
love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my 
joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?

This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 1-2 - Paul tells the Philippians that if they have received something beneficial from Jesus, 
they are to share it with others in unity.
Vs. 1-2 - In being united with Christ, we should experience encouragement, comfort, 
tenderness, and compassion from being united in a relationship with Jesus.
Vs. 3 - It brought Paul joy to see the church sharing what they were experiencing in Jesus with 
one another. 
Vs. 3 - The church becomes like-minded, in one spirit and one mind, when our blessing in Jesus 
becomes someone else's blessing, and vice versa. 
Vs. 3 - When we realize we are one mind and one spirit, doing anything out of selfish ambition is 
actually working against ourselves. 
Vs. 3-4 - Putting others ahead of yourself is the catalyst to being one mind and one spirit.

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 1-2 - I need to make it a regular discipline of my life to meditate on all the different blessings 
that I have received in Jesus. 
Vs. 3 - I need to actively pursue being united with my brothers and sisters.

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Philippians 2:5-8



5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing
    by taking the very nature of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    by becoming obedient to death—
        even death on a cross!

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?

This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 5 - The ultimate key to us having the right relationships with one another is having the 
mindset of Jesus.
Vs. 6 - Jesus didn't use his position to his own advantage.
Vs. 7 - Jesus humbled himself in his relationship with others.
Vs. 7 - Jesus took on the role of a servant in his relationship with others. 
Vs. 7 - Jesus took on flesh and was one of us. In his relationships with others, he saw the worth 
and value in them, and could relate to them, because he was one of them. 
Vs. 8 - The ultimate way that Jesus pursued unity with others, was being willing to die for them 
on the cross. 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 5 - I need to daily ask Jesus to transform my mind to be like His mind. 
Vs. 7 - I need to humble myself and not see myself as better than others. 
Vs. 7 - I need to be seeking ways I can serve others, not gain an advantage over them.
Vs. 7 - I need to see people the way that Jesus sees them. 
Vs. 8 - Jesus was willing to die for others, and that should inform me of their worth to Him. 
Vs. 8 - Jesus laid down his life in order to be united with us, and we have to lay down our lives 
in order to obtain unity with one another. 

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Philippians 2:9-11

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
    and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,



    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?

This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 9 - Because of all that Jesus did in verses 5-8, especially his death on the cross, he has 
been exalted to the highest place. 
Vs. 9 - Jesus was exalted because of the way in which he served humanity. 
Vs. 10 - Jesus is the only name on heaven or earth that we should bow our knee towards, 
because His name is above every name.
Vs. 11 - One day every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord. One day all of the powers of this 
world will confess Jesus as the true Lord of the world. 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 9-11 - No one deserves my worship and obedience but Jesus. 
Vs. 9-11 - Jesus set us an example of the life that is exalted in God's eyes. I need to follow His 
example. 
Vs. 10-11 - Since every power will one day confess Jesus as Lord, we need to submit to Him as 
Lord now, and not them.

Step 4: Life Group Leaders leads the group into a time of prayer: 'Let's pray that God would 
help us take next steps to apply this passage to our lives.'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Prayers
Father, help me see the ways I am blessed by you, and give me the strength to share them with 
others. Thank you for all of your blessings. 
Father, I repent of my selfishness and all of the ways that I place myself ahead of other people. 
Father, I ask you to give me your eyes, that I might see them the way that you do. 
Jesus, you are my Lord. Reveal to me anything or anyone that I surrender to that is not you.


