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What If? – Week 4 
Week of 10/2/16 

 
 
Introduction: This Sunday we continued our 'What If?' Series and our 
Big Idea was when we seek the Lord, we are moved to give our first 
and our best. One small note, this passage refers heavily to the 
Macedonian churches, and it's important to note that the church in 
Phillipi, which we read about two weeks ago, is one of them. 
  
Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture 
 
2 Corinthians 9:1-5 
 
1 There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the Lord’s people. 2 For I know your eagerness 
to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia 
were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action. 3 But I am sending the brothers in 
order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said 
you would be. 4 For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to say anything 
about you—would be ashamed of having been so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to 
visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready 
as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given. 
 
Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this passage? 
  
This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. Questions are a form 
of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just read?' 
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations 
Vs. 2 - When Paul told the Macedonian churches about what the Corinthians committed to give, they were 
stirred to action.  
Vs. 3 - Paul is sending the "brothers" to Corinth to encourage them to be ready to give what they committed to, 
because not following through with their commitment would have a negative effect on the faith of others.  
Vs. 5 - The heart of Paul's encouragement is for the Corinthians to give generously, not grudgingly. 
  
Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?' 
  
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications 
Vs. 2 - I need to intentionally observe the generosity of other people, so God can use it to stir others towards 
the same  
Vs. 2 - I need to live a generous life so that my obedience to God would lead others to do the same.  
Vs. 3 - I need to take my commitment to God seriously, because I'm not the only one that is effected by it.  
Vs. 5 - I need to examine my heart when I give, and make sure I'm giving out of a generous heart, and not a 
begrudging heart.  
 
Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture 
 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6:9 
 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 
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under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: 
 
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 
their righteousness endures forever.” 
 
Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this passage? 
  
This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. Questions are a form 
of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just read?' 
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations 
Vs. 6 - You reap what you sow. If you aren't generous, you won't reap generosity. If you're generous, you will. 
Vs. 7 - God loves to see people give out of a heart that has been transformed. 
VS. 8 - When we are generous, we know that God will bless us with all that we need, and we will be rich in 
good deeds. 
 
Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?' 
  
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications 
Vs. 6 - I need to look at what I'm reaping. Is it righteousness and good works? If not, what is it, and why? 
Vs. 7 - As I give, I need to remember that God calls me to give ultimately because He is after my heart.  
Vs. 8 - I need to trust in the promise that I will have all that I need when I am generous, and that I will be 
transformed as a result of my obedience.  
 
Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture 
 
2 Corinthians 9:10-11 
 
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed 
and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
 
Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this passage? 
  
This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. Questions are a form 
of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just read?' 
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations 
Vs. 10 - God is the supplier of all the good that I have.  
Vs. 10 - God blesses us with more so that we will reap righteousness. 
Vs. 11 - God blesses us financially so that we can be generous on every occasion.  
Vs. 11 - As a result of our generosity, others will be moved to thank God for how it has blessed them.  
 
Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?' 
  
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications 
Vs. 10 - If I want to be right with God, I need to take the discipline of generosity seriously. 
Vs. 11 - I need to recognize that God has a purpose for the money he gives me, and most often it's purpose 
isn't to stay in my wallet. 
 
Step 4: Life Group Leaders leads the group into a time of prayer: 'Let's pray that God would help us take next 
steps to apply this passage to our lives.' 
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Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Prayers 
Father, give me eyes to see the generosity of others, and move my heart to be like theirs. 
Father, help me realize that my obedience can lead to the obedience of others. My generosity can lead to 
others being generous. 
Father, give me a heart to be a cheerful giver. 
Father, thank you for your faithfulness to keep all of your promises. I can obey generously and not worry about 
my circumstances. 
 
Commentary from the New International Commentary of the New Testament by Barnett 
 
Vs. 2 - Here, then, is a situation of some sensitivity. During his period of ministry among the Macedonians, 
Paul had pointed with “pride” to the Corinthians’ “willingness” (8:11–12) in regard to the collection. He had told 
them that Achaia (Corinth was in the region of Achaia) had been “prepared since last year.” “Your zeal,” he 
tells them, has “stirred” the Macedonians to respond generously, beyond his expectations (8:2, 5). But now 
Titus has come from Corinth with the discouraging report that the collection is in the doldrums. This, as he 
points out in vv. 3–5, could now be a cause of some embarrassment to both him and them. This also now puts 
into perspective several matters in chapter 8. 
 
Critical to this text is the phrase “prepared [since last year],” that is, from the time Titus initiated the collection. 
Paul picks up this word in the next two verses. He is sending “the brothers” on ahead from Macedonia (8:18, 
22–23) so that the Corinthians will be “prepared” (v. 3) lest the Macedonians who will come with Paul find the 
Corinthians “unprepared” (v. 4).  
 
Vs. 4 - Paul himself is coming to Corinth. It would be one thing for his “pride” to be revealed to be unfounded 
by the arrival in Corinth of the “brothers” he is now “sending” (8:18, 22). How much worse it will be when he, 
who had so often expressed his “pride” to the Macedonians (8:24; 9:2), must himself, perhaps with 
Macedonians by his side, arrive in Achaia to find the Corinthians “unprepared.” Thus he is sending the 
“brothers” (v. 3) on ahead (v. 5) that such an eventuality might not occur, “lest we be put to shame.”  
 
Vs. 5 - The arrival of the advance party of “the brothers” would give the Corinthians time freely to make their 
preparations so as to complete the collection before the arrival of Paul and the Macedonians. Paul’s coming 
with some Macedonians would, by contrast, create an impossible situation in Corinth. They would both lose 
face. Although Paul has applied a degree of moral pressure on the Corinthians by (1) holding up the example 
of the Macedonians (8:1–5), (2) by urgently reminding them of their own initial “desire” and “willingness” in the 
previous year (8:10–12), and (3) by telling them he had used their example of “willingness” and “preparedness” 
in promoting the appeal to the Macedonians (8:24; 9:2–3), nonetheless it was important that their response 
was “voluntary” (8:3), as appropriate to the “grace of God/Christ” (8:2, 9); Paul’s words are not “command” but 
“advice” (8:8, 10). Thus Paul wants their response to be “a free gift,” not “an exaction.” Let the Corinthians 
respond now, in freedom, in the presence of advance party of “the brothers,” not later when he comes, when it 
would be, in effect, “an exaction.” 
 
So far from opportunistically playing off one church against another, as is often concluded from this passage, 
Paul is, rather, seeking to preserve the reputation of the Corinthians in a situation of potential 
misunderstanding in which they would have lost face. Father-like (6:11–13; 11:2; 12:14–15), he expresses 
confidence in them, a confidence, he tells them, that he has expressed to others (8:24; 9:2, 3, 4). Moreover, he 
is aware of the interprovincial sensitivities that are likely to have existed between the Achaians and 
Macedonians. Shame in Corinth would do nothing to strengthen the bonds between them and the northern 
churches, but rather the contrary. 
 
Vs. 6 - Although the Corinthians were set in the major metropolis of the Aegean provinces, theirs was 
nonetheless an agricultural environment. Paul’s sowing-reaping image, with which he commences the new 



Life Group Discussion Guide   

 

The Point Church  4 
www. pointchurch.com  

passage and which will control vv. 6–10, will have been readily comprehended by his readers. The lesser the 
sowing, the lesser the reaping; the greater the sowing, the greater the reaping. 
 
But what criteria does Paul give to assist the Corinthian contributor in deciding the level of his gifts? Paul’s 
guiding principle is that such giving is not made “reluctantly or under compulsion.” Here the latter element 
would contribute to the former; contributions given “under compulsion” would be made “reluctantly.” (This 
would be to “sow reluctantly,” as in v. 6.) Such a compulsory contribution would indeed be an “exaction” (v. 5), 
which to preserve the precious doctrine of grace is the very thing Paul seeks to avoid. God’s grace is to be 
reciprocated “voluntarily” (8:3), “freely” (9:5), and “generously (9:6)”; any legalistic impost is inimical to this 
principle. 
 
Vs. 8 - But what criteria does Paul give to assist the Corinthian contributor in deciding the level of his gifts? 
Paul’s guiding principle is that such giving is not made “reluctantly or under compulsion.” Here the latter 
element would contribute to the former; contributions given “under compulsion” would be made “reluctantly.” 
(This would be to “sow reluctantly,” as in v. 6.) Such a compulsory contribution would indeed be an “exaction” 
(v. 5), which to preserve the precious doctrine of grace is the very thing Paul seeks to avoid. God’s grace is to 
be reciprocated “voluntarily” (8:3), “freely” (9:5), and “generously (9:6)”; any legalistic impost is inimical to this 
principle. 
 
In his power and faithfulness God was both providing for them and enabling them to give generously for the 
needs of other believers, whom they did not know and whom they would probably never meet (cf. Phil 4:18–
19). 
 
Vs. 9 - If the previous verse taught that God is powerful enough to make them overflow in generosity, this 
verse teaches that God will not abandon them, but remain true to them. Because God is both powerful and 
faithful, they are set free to be generous to others. 
 
Vs. 10 -Thus this “righteousness” is no merely nominal thing. Picking up God’s “righteousness” from v. 9, Paul 
here writes of “the harvest of your righteousness.” This harvest language echoes that of LXX Hos 10:12 (“Sow 
to yourselves for righteousness, gather in for the fruit of life … Seek the Lord till the fruits of righteousness 
come upon you”). Clearly the “righteousness” Paul calls for from Christians is dynamic and active, 
characterized by generosity. We take it that “the harvest of your righteousness” is the fruit of God’s justification 
of his people in Christ (5:21), expressed in their generosity toward needy saints.  
 
 

 


