
My Crazy Family - Week 1
Week of November 20th

Life Group Discussion Guide

Introduction: This past Sunday we kicked off our My Crazy Family series, looking at David and 
Saul's crazy family. We all have crazy families. As we head into the Thanksgiving holiday, we 
were challenged to not contribute to the madness. In this passage, the apostle Peter has just 
finished going over our relationship with the governing authorities, the relationship between 
slaves and masters, and husbands and wives, and how to live at peace with one another. 

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

1 Peter 3:8-12

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate 
and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil 
with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?
 
This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 8 - Peter sums up his thoughts on a godly understanding of relationships by encouraging 
them to do these things. 
Vs. 8 - As we deal with each other's craziness, sympathy, love, compassion, and humbleness 
are essential. 
Vs. 9 - Repaying evil for evil or insult for insult only increases the craziness. 
Vs. 9 - The way to avoid craziness in our families is to repay evil with blessing. 
Vs. 9 - Repaying evil with blessing is what we were called to, 
Vs. 9 - We were called to live a non retaliatory life because of the hope of inheriting an eternal 
blessing. 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group, “How can we apply this passage to our lives?”
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 8 - Looking at the craziness I've been a part of in my families, how different would things 
have been if I'd been sympathetic, loving, compassionate, or humble?
Vs. 8 - I need to regularly assess how sympathetic, loving, compassionate, and humble I'm 
being in my interactions with my family. 
Vs. 9 - Proactively think of ways that I could bless people who have hurt me. 

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

10 For, “Whoever would love life
    and see good days



must keep their tongue from evil
    and their lips from deceitful speech.
11 They must turn from evil and do good;
    they must seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous
    and his ears are attentive to their prayer,
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?
 
This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 10 – Peter’s encouragement for loving life and good days seems starts with what a person 
does with their mouth.
Vs. 10—How does an evil tongue and deceitful speech lead away from a love of life and good 
days? Why would Peter say this?
Vs. 11-The person who loves life seeks peace and pursues it. Peter is emphatic.
Vs. 12—This is the third-time Peter speaks negatively against evil and its effect on a person’s 
relationship with the Lord and quality of life. How does evil contribute to a “crazy family?”

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 10—I must what comes out of my mouth, especially in my family. I might be contributing to 
the craziness, rather than to peace.
Vs. 10—I need to pay attention to ways that the words I use are affecting others. My words 
should be a blessing to others (vs. 9) and seek peace (vs. 11).
Vs. 11—Rather than pursuing evil or craziness, I have an opportunity to follow Jesus’ words and 
be a peacemaker in my family.
Vs. 11—Turning from evil to god is the biblical idea of repentance. What areas of repentance do 
I personally need to make in relationships to make peace?
Vs. 12—I can begin by praying for my family.

Step 4: Life Group Leaders leads the group into a time of prayer: 'Let's pray that God would 
help us take next steps to apply this passage to our lives.'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Prayers
Father, give us what it takes to be sympathetic, loving, compassionate, and humble in my 
relationships.
Father, only by your Spirit can I repay evil with good. Empower us to do this.
Father, help me to control my tongue.
Father, help me to pursue peace in all situations, especially with my family.



Father, thank you for the example of Jesus.

Commentary (via NIV Application Commentary by Scot McKnight)
Vs. 8-9—The commentary states that these verses are explaining how Christians should relate 
to one another generally in a hostile world. There should be harmony within the Christian 
community and within relationships of which Christians are part. The following ethical 
commands explain how this is possible.
Vs. 9 - Since it is difficult to imagine Peter thinking of Christians throwing hostile barbs at one 
another, we are probably justified in thinking he has here moved from “inter-Christian” ethics to 
“outsider” ethics—to how believers should relate to the hostile world in which they live.
Vs. 10-12 is a quotation of Psalm 34:13-17, and illustrates the reward for following the Word of 
God.


