
The Politics of Jesus - Week 3
Week of October 30th

Life Group Discussion Guide
 
Introduction: This Sunday we wrapped up our series The Politics of Jesus, and we looked at 
what it looks like to work for us to seek the welfare of our city through being the Kingdom of 
God. One way that you can seek the welfare of the city through being a part of the Kingdom of 
Jesus, is through prayer, and that is what we will be looking at first. 
 
Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

1 Timothy 2:1-7

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who 
wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one 
God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave 
himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 7 
And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am 
not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?
 
This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 1 - What Paul is saying is very important to him. He uses words like "urge" and the phrase 
"first of all."
Vs. 1 - Paul lists 4 different types of prayers. (See commentary below) 
Vs. 1-2 - The first thing that Paul wants Timothy to do, and lead others to do, is to pray for 
everyone, especially those in authority. 
Vs. 2-4 - Paul encourages Timothy to pray for the leaders in authority, that they might lead in a 
way that provides an environment in which Christianity can freely spread in society.  
Vs. 3 - Praying for our leaders is good, and pleases God our Savior. 
Vs. 3-4 - This is an important thing to continually pray for, because God desires all people to be 
saved and come to a knowledge of the truth. This includes our leaders. Paul desires that the 
leaders be saved, but also that they lead in such a way that provides peace and freedom in 
society for many people to hear and respond to Jesus.
Vs. 1-4 - Paul wants everyone to know about Jesus, and praying for our leaders is an integral 
part of bringing that desire to fruition according to Paul.   
Vs. 5 - Jesus is the mediator between God and us. 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications



Vs. 1 - I need to be obedient to the command to pray that others would be saved and come to a 
knowledge of the truth. I need to do this with urgency
Vs. 1 - I need to thank God for the good things the government over us does do.
Vs. 2 - I need to pray for the leaders over me to lead in such a way that fosters freedom and 
peace for the Gospel of Jesus to spread. I need to do this with urgency. 
Vs. 3-4 - If I want to live a life that pleases God, this type of consistent prayer is something that 
must be a part of my life. 

Introduction to Second Scripture Passage: Another way that we work towards expanding the 
Kingdom of God in our city, is by living good lives, which is actually good for the city as well. 

1 Peter 2:11-17

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 
wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he 
visits us.

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the 
emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by 
doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, 
but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper 
respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?
 
This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 11 - Just like in our passage in 1 Timothy, Peter uses this same word "urge." What is being 
said here is very important. 
Vs. 11 - He calls his audience foreigners and exiles. Think about our last two sermons in this 
series.
Vs. 11 - People that call this word home don't abstain from sinful desires. People who are 
citizens of heaven, foreigners and exiles, abstain from sinful desires. 
Vs. 11 - Sinful desire wages war against my soul. 
Vs. 12 - People of this world won't always like when we abstain from sinful desires.
Vs. 12 - Living godly lives that are foreign to people of this world can lead to their salvation.
Vs. 13 - We are commanded to submit to the government we live under for the Lord's sake. Not 
for the sake of those in authority. It is our obedience to God.
Vs. 13-14 - Government is ordered by God, but not everything governments do is ordained by 
God. He uses it to punish wrong and commend right.
Vs. 15 - People might not like the foreign way we live, but our actions are called to silence their 
words, not our words in response. 



Vs. 16 - I think it's significant that we are to fear God, and honor the emperor. He is the only one 
we are to fear, and because we fear Him, we honor the authorities over us. 
Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group 'How can we apply this passage to our lives?
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 11 - I need to examine how much I feel at home, versus how much I feel like a foreigner.
Vs. 12 - What sins is God convicting me to abstain from, that the world is ok with?
Vs. 13 - Even if I disagree with the authorities I'm under, I'm commanded to honor them. 

Step 4: Life Group Leaders leads the group into a time of prayer: 'Let's pray that God would 
help us take next steps to apply this passage to our lives.'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Prayers
Father, I pray for all of the people that were elected to positions of authority this week. Teach me 
what it is to intercede for them, thank you for them, and honor them. 
Father, we pray for wisdom and discernment for our elected officials to provide an environment 
of peace for the church to be able to impact the most people.
Father, break my heart with my own sin. It isn't just my sin. While my sin remains, I'm cheating 
the world from seeing Jesus in me. 

Commentary on 1 Timothy 2:1-7 (Via NIV Application Commentary by Walter Liefeld)
Vs. 1 - Paul uses several words for prayer in verse 1, as he does elsewhere. While such a 
listing can be redundant, it is more likely that Paul is expressing the breadth of prayer in its 
various aspects, each of which is relevant here. One might have expected that Paul would begin 
with the most general word, but instead he starts with deeseis (“requests”), perhaps because he 
is mainly concerned here with a focused request. He immediately follows with proseuchas, the 
more general word for prayers. Next he urges enteuxeis (“intercessions”; the niv uses the 
singular as more idiomatic in a collective sense); this is the nature of the initial prayer here, 
offering petitions on behalf of the rulers. Finally he mentions eucharistias (“thanksgivings,” again 
singular in the niv), which he already indicated in Philippians 4:6 should accompany requests. 
The thanksgivings are for the rulers, for whom we not only pray but are thankful, a remarkable 
concept in the age of the Roman emperors. The plural form extends to the words for “kings,” 
which would include even the likes of Nero, and for “those in authority,” modified by the word 
“all,” thereby including local authorities as well as imperial. 
Vs. 2 - Paul’s desire for a quiet life does not mean that he simply seeks personal tranquillity for 
Christians. His goal and all-consuming passion is that the gospel might freely penetrate society, 
which will be forwarded most effectively in a peaceful context. But it is not only so that the 
messengers of the gospel may be unhindered; it is that their “peaceful and quiet lives” will be 
carried out in the manner Paul repeatedly prescribes for Timothy: “in all godliness and holiness.”
Vs. 2-4 - The implication, amply supported throughout these Letters, is that as the world sees 
the Christian character of believers, not only will the gospel go forward in an orderly, peaceful 
society, but also it will be recognized as genuine.
Vs. 5-6 - Old and New Testaments show the need for mediation between the holy God and 
sinful people. Jesus Christ is prophet, priest, and king. Especially in his priestly role, being both 
divine and human, and offering himself as the sacrifice, he is the only true Mediator. He gave 
himself as a “ransom,” that is, he released us from bondage. In our contemporary 
circumstances we think of paying a ransom in money, but Jesus did not, as is sometimes 
thought, pay a ransom price to Satan. The ransom was that he gave himself up in death (Mark 
10:45). He did this “for” (hyper, i.e., “on behalf of”) all people.


