
The Power of Same
Week of January 1st

Life Group Discussion Guide
 
Introduction: This Sunday finished our series The Power of Same, and we examined how 
REMINDERS are the guardrails that keeps us on ROUTINE, and help us experience the 
REWARD we have in Jesus.. We were all challenged to commit to S.O.A.P.ing through the book 
of Mark together as a church over the 3 weeks of this series, so the passage we will be looking 
at today comes from the last third of the book, which you already have, or will S.O.A.P. through 
by the end of the week.
 
Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Mark 14:1-3

1 Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and 
kill him. 2 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.”

3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a 
woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She 
broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?
 
This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 1-2 - The chief priests and the teachers of the law are trying to arrest Jesus, but they don't 
dare do so in public during the most sacred holiday of the Jewish people. Jesus was beloved by 
many, and his arrest publicly might have caused a riot. 
Vs. 3 - We don't know much about Simon the Leper, beyond his name, and that he owns a 
house. It is unlikely that Simon is still a leper, or he wouldn't have been allowed to live in the 
town limits, and people would have not been reclining in his house. Needless to say, it is very 
fitting for Jesus to be reclining in the house of a man named Simon, who used to have Leprosy. 
Vs. 3 - This woman anoints Jesus with a jar full of perfume (nard), which would have been the 
equivalent of 1-years wages. She showed him honor through extreme generosity and extreme 
boldness. She didn't care what anyone else thought. Jesus deserved the honor, and she was 
going to give it to Him. 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group, “How can we apply this passage to our lives?”
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications 
Vs. 3 - Who am I choosing to spend time with? Do I spend time with people with names like 
Simon the Leper? Do I actually spend time in the houses of people that others don't think 
belong. This was the pattern of Jesus, and it should be ours as well. 



Vs. 3 - How in my life am I showing radical generosity to honor Jesus? If I believe Jesus is king, 
then it will demand that I continually lay down my possessions before Him throughout my life. 

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Mark 14:4-9

4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of 
perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to 
the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.

6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful 
thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time 
you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. She poured 
perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the 
gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory 
of her.”

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?
 
This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 4-5 - The crowd around this scene of adoration found the woman's actions to be extremely 
wasteful. They thought it could be put to better use, like helping the poor, for instance. They did 
more than just murmur amongst themselves. These bystanders proactively harshly rebuked the 
woman honoring Jesus. 
Vs. 6 - As she is being verbally assaulted by the crowd, Jesus jumps in and stands between her 
and the insults. He instructs them to stop, asks them to explain themselves, and redefines what 
they deem wasteful as something that is beautiful.
Vs. 7-8 - Jesus has tried to explain his forthcoming death and resurrection previously in the 
book of Mark to his followers, but maybe this lady was the only one who took the hint, and 
actually came and anointed him for his death and resurrection. 
Vs. 9 - This may seem like a small thing that this woman did for Jesus, but that is not the case in 
the eyes of Jesus. This story was written into the Word of God, and 2,000 years later, we are 
sitting here in a Life Group discussing it. That's Amazing! 
 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group, “How can we apply this passage to our lives?”
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications 
Vs. 4-5 - If everyone is comfortable with the way that I serve Jesus, then something is probably 
wrong. I'm probably not serving him in the way that He ultimately deserves. If I shamelessly and 
radically served Jesus as King, people around me would think that I was foolish. 
Vs. 6 - If and when people rebuke us or look down upon us for our sacrifice for Jesus, we can 
always know that we don't stand alone. Jesus stands with us.



Vs. 7-8 - The Pharisees, and the disciples on a certain level, missed who Jesus was and came 
to do, despite the words of the Old Testament, and despite his teaching and signs and wonders. 
I pray that I will be like this woman, and not them in this instance. I pray that I won't miss the 
truth of what God is trying to say to me through His Word, or misinterpret it because it doesn't fit 
in my grid of logic. 
Vs. 9 - The small steps of obedience we take in this life aren't trivial. They can change lives. 
They can change the world. I need to take captive every moment, and realize that it truly 
matters. 

Step 4: Life Group Leaders leads the group into a time of prayer: 'Let's pray that God would 
help us take next steps to apply this passage to our lives.'
 
Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Prayers
Father, I pray that I would have the eyes and heart of Jesus, so that I might pursue relationships 
with people that He would. 
Father, show me how you want me to be generous with what you've blessed me with that I 
might bring honor to you. 
Father, you have not given me a spirit of timidity, but of boldness. I pray that I would have the 
boldness of this woman, to serve you in ways that don't make sense to anyone else. 
Father, may I never miss your voice and your will, because I am distracted by my perceptions of 
you, and what is comfortable to me. 

Commentary
Vs. 1 - During the Passover festival, an estimated 85,000 to 300,000 pilgrims flocked to the city 
of Jerusalem, which had a population estimated at 60,000 to 120,000. The sounds and smells of 
hordes of people and animals filled the city. Most of these pilgrims slept in tents or boarded in 
the towns of the surrounding countryside. The atmosphere may have been much like a state 
fair.
Vs. 1 - The celebration of appointed times reminded Israel of its inheritance. Passover 
commemorated the liberation of the nation from Egypt, when God sent a plague that took the 
lives of the Egyptians’ firstborn. The Israelites were spared by dabbing their doorways with the 
blood of a slaughtered lamb. Many in Jesus’ day saw this first deliverance as the model for their 
final liberation. Pilgrims came to commemorate this event filled with hopes and expectations that 
the Messiah would eventually come to deliver Israel from foreign oppression and economic 
misery during the night of Passover.
Vs. 1 - It was a particularly nervous time for the high priests and their police force since the 
chance for an outbreak of riots increased dramatically during this time. The Roman governor 
usually moved to Jerusalem from his headquarters in Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast to 
monitor the volatile mobs of fervent pilgrims. The slightest provocation could set them off, and 
Josephus duly records the disturbances that broke out during a festival.
Vs. 1-2 - The conspirators do not want to kill Jesus “in the feast” (lit.). The word “feast” can have 
two different meanings. It may refer to the festival crowd (see John 7:11) or the time of 
Passover. If it means the former, then the leaders fear seizing Jesus before all the people 
because it might precipitate a riot (see Luke 22:6). If they are going to retain their position of 
power as puppets of the Romans, they need to keep the streets peaceful and to suppress 
quickly any disturbances. That is why they arrest Jesus in the dead of night in the more 
secluded Gethsemane. If “in the feast” means “during the Feast of the Passover,” then the 



authorities do not want to kill Jesus at this season. Judas’s treachery, however, causes them to 
change their minds and expedite Jesus’ arrest.
Vs. 1-2 - Either way, the furtive plotting of the temple leaders on how best to handle the Jesus 
problem is filled with irony. If they do not want to seize Jesus during the Feast, then the very 
thing they desire to prevent happens, for Jesus is executed during the Feast. His death 
transforms the meaning of Passover for Christians, for they do not remember Passover as the 
time when God struck down the firstborn in the land of Egypt and liberated Israel from the 
bondage. Instead, they associate it with God’s beloved Son being struck down to deliver all 
humankind from the bondage to Satan and sin.
Vs. 3 - She breaks a costly jar containing pure nard, and the even more costly perfume streams 
out. Mark pegs its value at three hundred denarii, almost a year’s wage for a day laborer (see 
Matt. 20:4, 10). According to Mark 6:37, two hundred denarii would have been sufficient to 
provide a meal for five thousand people.
Vs. 3 - What is going on in this woman’s mind as she pours out the precious contents of the jar 
on Jesus’ head? Anointing was common at feasts in the ancient world. Is she extending to him 
customary courtesy with uncustomary extravagance? Or does she think she is anointing a 
Messiah (the anointed one) with the oil of crowning to set him apart for his office? In the Old 
Testament, kings were anointed in private, and it sometimes signaled a revolt (see 1 Sam. 10:1; 
16:12–13; 1 Kings 1:38–39, 45; 2 Kings 9:1–13; 11:12). Maybe she hopes it is time for God to 
intervene in the affairs of Israel with this king. If this is her intention, how ironic the situation is. A 
woman, not a priest or an authorized prophet, anoints Jesus in the home of a leper.
Vs. 4-5 - They complain about the waste of something so expensive. “They rebuked her 
harshly” translates embrimaomai (14:5), a verb that means to snort or roar and is used, for 
example, of horses. Caring for the poor was central in Judaism, and it was customary to 
remember the poor on holy days (Neh. 8:12; Est. 9:22). The complainers, as pious Jews, 
naturally think that giving something so valuable to care for the poor would be far better than 
pouring it down the drain; moreover, it would earn one a reward from God (Prov. 19:17; see 
Luke 14:14).
Vs. 6-8 - But Jesus cherishes this woman’s devotion and defends her as having done “a 
beautiful thing” (lit., a “good work”). Daube has suggested that the phrase “good work” has a 
technical sense here, referring to what the later rabbis listed as good works: almsgiving, putting 
up strangers, visiting the sick, and burying the dead. In rabbinic logic, almsgiving was 
considered to be less praiseworthy than burying the dead because the former was done to the 
living while the latter was extended to the dead. Almsgiving could be done any time; preparing a 
body for burial had to be done when the need arose. Therefore, one can conclude that what this 
woman did was better than almsgiving because it was done to one who was as good as dead.
Vs. 9 - Jesus announces that this woman’s devotion will be remembered wherever the gospel is 
preached in the whole world. People will understand more clearly what her act of pouring out 
precious perfume on Jesus’ head means when they recognize that he poured out his blood for 
the many (14:24). Jesus’ announcement also affirms that the gospel will be preached to all the 
nations (14:9; see 13:10). In other words, this story is not a tragedy; it is good news.


