
Keep Calm and Carry On
Week 1

Life Group Discussion Guide

Introduction: This week we kicked off our new series 'Keep Calm and Carry On.' In this series, 
we will be hanging out with Moses and the people of Israel in Exodus 14-17. Today, we will dive 
deeper into the passage that we looked at on Sunday, and learn more how we can Keep Calm 
and Carry On when we trust the promises of God. 

In this study, we are going to be hanging out with a group of people called the Israelites, who 
know struggle like the back of their hands. In fact, struggle is all they have ever known. They 
had been enslaved to the Egyptians for the past 400 years. Generation after generation knew 
nothing but suffering and oppression. Then God called this man named Moses, to go to 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and tell him to let His people Go. Pharaoh, who didn’t want to lose 
the free labor that boosted his Egyptian economy, wasn’t about to comply with Moses’ wishes. 
Moses warned that if Pharaoh didn’t comply, God would send plagues. As we jump into our text 
today, what you need to know is that God miraculously rescued these people by supernaturally 
sending plagues upon the Egyptians, while the Israelites didn’t suffer under any of them. 

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Exodus 14:1-5

Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi 
Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite 
Baal Zephon. 3 Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are wandering around the land in 
confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’ 4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will 
pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the 
Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.” So the Israelites did this.

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?

This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 2 - God told Moses to tell the Israelites to turn back and go back in the direction they came 
from. This is the third time that God has asked the Israelites to seemingly camp in random 
places, that makes them look as if they are confused. 
Vs. 2 - Sometimes God leads me to do things that don't make logical sense. Sometimes it 
seems like He's leading me to take steps backwards. Sometimes it seems like He is leading me 
to take steps towards danger. 
Vs. 3 - I often can't see what God is up to. God had a purpose and a plan behind the wandering 
of the Israelites. Ultimately, God's plan would lead to His glory, and the victory of the Israelites. 
Vs. 4 - God promised Moses that the Egyptians would pursue them, but God would gain glory 
through defeating Pharaoh and his army, and the people of Egypt would know that God is the 
one true God. 



Vs. 4 - God's desire here isn't just to rescue the Israelites. It is also to reveal Himself through 
His power to the Egyptians. 
Vs. 1-4 - Sometimes I feel like God has led me to a place where I am trapped.
Vs. 4 - The faith of the Israelites at this point is revealed through their obedience. Even though it 
made no sense, and they didn't know why, after receiving the promise from God, they obeyed. 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group, “How can we apply this passage to our lives?” 

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 2 - What are some things that I feel like God has called me to do that didn't make sense on 
paper?
Vs. 1-4 - I have to trust that if God called me to do something, it will always be for my good and 
His glory, even though it might not be my natural definition of good. 
Vs. 4 - The obedience, trust, and perspective of the Israelites in verse 4 is a great model for me. 
They are tired. They could be complaining that God is wasting their time. They could be losing 
their trust in God. Rather, they trust in the promises of God, and obey despite the difficulty of 
what God called them to do. 

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Exodus 14:5-9

5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials 
changed their minds about them and said, “What have we done? We have let the 
Israelites go and have lost their services!” 6 So he had his chariot made ready and took 
his army with him. 7 He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other 
chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 8 The Lord hardened the heart of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were marching out boldly. 9 
The Egyptians—all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, horsemen and troops—pursued the 
Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal 
Zephon.

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?

This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 5-9 - I hate to admit it, but I can see myself in Pharaoh in this story as well. Despite seeing 
the miraculous power of God on display in the plagues, he still chooses to go against God.  
Vs. 5-9 - A hardened heart is a heart that has seen the power of God on display, and still 
chooses to defy that God because of their own self-interest. 
Vs. 8 - The Israelites obeyed God, and they didn't do so timidly, or with their heads down. It says 
they were 'marching out boldly.' I love this!

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group, “How can we apply this passage to our lives?” 



Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 5-9 - I need to understand the fear of the Lord. Pharaoh had witnessed the power of God 
through the 10 plagues that He sent. Despite that, Pharaoh defied God, and pursued his own 
interests. How many times have I seen the power of God on display, and then went and 
disobeyed him as if He was a small god not to be feared? I need to regular meditate on the 
power and majesty of God, and allow that to push me away from disobedience. 
Vs. 8 - When God calls me to obey Him in circumstances that don't make sense, I'm not called 
to reluctantly obey. I'm called to obey BOLDLY. 

Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Exodus 14:10-12

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, 
marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, 
“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? 
What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, 
‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the desert!”

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?

This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 10 - At this point, the boldness leaves the Israelites. God told them that the Egyptians would 
pursue them. This should haven't shocked them, but there is drastic difference between hearing 
that something will happen, and actually experiencing that thing in reality. 
Vs. 10 - Faith is truly tested under fire. 
Vs. 11-12 - When the going gets tough, we lose sight of truth, and begin to embrace lies. There 
is no evidence the Israelites ever asked to be 'left alone to serve the Egyptians.' When the going 
gets tough, we often starting looking to blame others. A loss of faith can lead to embracing lies 
and blaming others. 

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group, “How can we apply this passage to our lives?” 

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 10 - We need to prepare ourselves for difficult and trying circumstances. We should expect 
them. We will face trials. If we don't we won't experience the fruit of faith that is harvested in 
persevering under trial. 
Vs. 12 - What are lies that I've accepted or people that I have blamed for things because I 
simply lost faith?
Vs. 12 - When things are difficult, I need to be conscience of a tendency to blame others and 
realize that my natural eyes will see things through false lenses. I need God's spiritual lenses to 
see truth in troubled times. 



Step 1: Life Group Leader asks for a volunteer in the group to read the passage of scripture.

Exodus 14:13-15

13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never 
see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to 
move on.”

Step 2: Life Group Leader asks the group 'What are some things that you observe from this 
passage?

This is also a place for your Life Group Participants to ask questions about the passage. 
Questions are a form of observation. 'What questions do you have about the passage we just 
read?'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Observations
Vs. 13 - This is one of my favorite lines that is constantly repeated throughout the Bible: "Do not 
be afraid." 
Vs. 13 - If I know that God is with me, then I have nothing to fear. 
Vs. 13 - When I'm afraid I run. If I do not fear, I can stand firm. 
Vs. 13-14 - When I run, I am trying to deliver myself. When I stand firm, I'm allowing God to 
deliver me. 
Vs. 15 - Why are you crying out to me? KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON.

Step 3: Life Group Leader asks the group, “How can we apply this passage to our lives?” 

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Applications
Vs. 13-15 - Pray daily for God to help me recognize the fear in my life. Ask God to give me the 
strength to stand firm and expect His deliverance. 
Vs. 13-15 - I am personally exhausted of always trying to fight my own battles. We aren't meant 
to be exhausted. We are meant to stand still and watch God fight for us. What battles in my life 
am I still trying to fight on my own?

Step 4: Life Group Leaders leads the group into a time of prayer: 'Let's pray that God would 
help us take next steps to apply this passage to our lives.'

Life Group Leader Resources on Possible Prayers
Father, give me the strength today to trust you when it doesn't make sense. 
Father, I choose to trust in your promises today instead of my circumstances. 
Father, you are my strength and my defender!
Father, whenever I'm afraid, I can trust in you!
Father, help me not accept lies and blame others in the midst of trials today.
Father, help me keep calm and carry on because you are with me. 

Commentary - New American Commentary by Douglas Stuart



Vs. 1-2 - The direction previously taken apparently headed east southeast (12:37; 13:20). Now 
comes a radical reversal of direction, presumably toward the north(east?) and a sea coast 
(either that of the Mediterranean or the Red Sea), where the Israelites were ordered to encamp 
for the third time since their initial departure. Surely such a route would look to anyone 
observing its contrast to the Israelites’ previous direction as an indication of confusion. What had 
happened was that a complete reversal of direction had landed the Israelites somewhere along 
(as is most likely) the Red Sea coast, looking as if they were afraid to head out into the actual 
wilderness.

All this constituted a divine ruse to trap Pharaoh one last time. Because the Israelites were still 
within the boundaries of Egypt throughout the time of these first three encampments (even 
though generally at the edges of the desert), there was ample opportunity for observation of 
their travels and activities by Egyptians in the vicinity. The Egyptians had a powerful and well-
organized military with responsibility for keeping abreast of any activity on the nation’s borders, 
and it is hard to imagine that regular reports of Israelite movements would not be promptly 
reported up the chain of command to Pharaoh’s military advisors. The fact of the Israelite 
encampment at Pi-Hahiroth must have been known virtually immediately in the highest military 
circles.

Currid suggests that Pi-Hahiroth could be a term that derives not from Egyptian but from 
Akkadian, a Hebraized form of the Akkadian pi-hiriti, which means “the mouth/opening of the 
canal.” This canal could have been the one that stretched from the Mediterranean to the area of 
the Great Bitter Lakes and perhaps even farther south, a defensive canal designed to inhibit an 
enemy’s crossing into Egypt without great difficulty. But of course, such a canal would have had 
at least one major break or opening as a means of allowing traffic (controlled and guarded of 
course) to enter and exit Egypt for trade, military surveillance. In Currid’s view this opening, over 
which the Israelites may have crossed, would have been located “near the Gulf of Suez.”

The location of Migdol is a matter of speculation as is that of Baal Zephon. Nevertheless, from 
the point of view of the value of the narrative to the reader, the ability to pinpoint sites on a map 
is not of major importance. What matters is the effect on Pharaoh that God was creating by 
leading the people on a seemingly erratic course: once again Pharaoh was being duped into a 
situation of humiliation, enticed to act in a manner that he thought would advantage himself and 
Egypt but would in fact further demonstrate his own and Egypt’s impotency in the face of the 
awesome power of the only true God.

Vs. 3-4 - The theme of God’s superiority to Pharaoh, seen repeatedly previously, continues 
here. But how could Pharaoh be expected to conclude that the Israelites were suddenly unable 
to leave Egypt after he had just been so severely taught the power of Israel’s God in the ten 
plagues? What would give him the sense that suddenly he could gain victory over the Israelites 
when their God had just shown total superiority to him and his gods? The answer requires 
appreciating Egyptian religion in its ancient Near Eastern context. To all the ancients (except 
those Israelites who were beginning to understand the only true God) the gods and goddesses 
that controlled the world were arbitrary and capricious, quick to change their actions and 
attitudes, constantly vying with one another for power, not omnipresent but manifesting 
themselves at given locations and then leaving those locations unpredictably. James could say 
of Satan, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (Jas 4:7) because Satan, who is finite and 
cannot be in all places at once, will soon lose interest in trying to tempt someone who resists 
him and will move on to someone else more likely to yield to temptation. Likewise, the 



Egyptians’ gods were considered beings who might not always be present among their people. 
Accordingly, Yahweh knew that it would be natural for Pharaoh to think that he, Yahweh, after 
having expended great effort to demonstrate his power to the Egyptians, might now no longer 
be directly involved in helping the Israelites so that he, Pharaoh, could once again assert his 
power over them unhindered. Indeed, the Israelites themselves were not above assuming at 
times pessimistically that they had been abandoned by Yahweh. Once again all of this was a 
plan of God announced in advance, so that Moses and the Israelites would not (if they could 
maintain their faith) be surprised and discomfited by the coming Egyptian pursuit. The purpose 
of the plan was to “gain glory over Pharaoh” as well as “all his army.” Previously the vaunted 
Egyptian army was not subject to the same sort of humiliation that Pharaoh, the Egyptians in 
general, their land, and their gods had endured. Now it was time in God’s plan to include the 
army in the scheme of humiliation. Because the Israelites were already organized as an army 
and needed to think of themselves in terms of their upcoming military role, it hardly should come 
as a surprise that God would want them to see his sovereignty in a military encounter as a 
means of encouraging them toward the military challenges that lay ahead for them. A military 
defeat of the Egyptians also would demonstrate final proof of God’s power to Egypt (“and the 
Egyptians will know that I am the Lord”).

The short sentence at the end of 14:4, “So the Israelites did this,” refers strictly to their change 
of direction and encampment by the Sea—not their acceptance of the implied promise that the 
Egyptians would have no success in their pursuit of the Israelites (see v. 10).

Vs. 5 - The appreciation of this verse depends partly on its linkage to v. 4 immediately 
preceding, in which God stated, “I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them.” The 
Egyptians’ reconsideration of their willingness to allow the exodus may have been partly, largely, 
or almost entirely a reasoned choice. God was the one who made sure they actually took the 
decision to pursue the Israelites in an effort to reenslave them. The first clause of the verse is 
loosely coordinated with the remainder of the verse in terms of time. In other words, we should 
not assume that the meaning was “as soon as the king of Egypt was told …” but rather that 
having been told, Pharaoh and his advisors began gradually to wish they could have kept the 
Israelites in Egypt. The number of days or weeks that had transpired since the night of the 
Passover cannot be determined from the narrative. Supposing that a week or two had gone by, 
it is not difficult to imagine that the leaders of Egypt were beginning to receive reports related to 
work stoppages of all sorts on important defensive building projects in the northeast delta, by 
reason of the absence of Israelite brickmakers and construction workers. Moreover, this verse 
should not be read to infer that the only concern of the Egyptians was a minimized labor pool. 
The best translation of the original’s final clause is, “We have let Israel go from serving us!” The 
idea of serving included being under the subjection of the Egyptians and therefore not able to 
join with Asiatics in a war against Egypt, the scenario that had first engendered pharaonic 
policies of oppression (1:10).

Vs. 6 - The translation should be, “So he got his chariot ready and took his people with him.” In 
other words, there is no mention of “army” in the verse, a fact that is important for understanding 
Pharaoh’s role in the pursuit of the Israelites. The army was caught in the Red Sea, as 
mentioned later in the chapter, but not Pharaoh and his advisors (i.e., his civilian retinue). He 
himself apparently did not actually go as far as the Red Sea but turned back—presumably with 
his advisors and other servants (some of “his officials”)—after the divine cloud prevented him 
and his army from attacking the Israelites immediately at Pi-Hahiroth (see comments on 



14:10ff.; 15:4). The army then made the attack on their own. Moreover, the use of the word ʾam 
(“people”) functions as a reminder that the Egyptian people in general were of a mind to pursue 
and recapture the Israelites. Pharaoh’s policy was, in other words, a popular one.

Vs. 7 - Chariots were formidable military weapons in ancient times and eventually thousands of 
them at once were employed in various important battles in the ancient Near East. Solomon 
built up a large chariot force for defensive purposes. David, however, never used chariots. He 
disliked them because they had been used to oppress the Israelites, who were foot soldiers. 
Chariots, like cavalry, were useful primarily in flat terrain, and David’s battles were for the taking 
and holding of the promised land, which is generally mountainous. David therefore seems to 
have had success against chariots mainly by choosing the ground on which he was willing to 
fight to his advantage. Another sort of terrain that rendered chariots useless was wet, soft 
ground. Any ground that was muddy or swampy tended to allow chariots to become mired 
because the thin wheels of chariots, wooden with brass or iron bands around the circumference, 
penetrated soft ground easily and deeply. Most of the areas where Egyptians expected to fight 
were flat with hard ground—perfect for chariot warfare. Since the Israelites were still within 
Egypt proper when they were encamped at Pi-Hahiroth, they must have seemed easy prey for 
Pharaoh’s chariot-based army. The total number of chariots is not given but must have 
numbered well over a thousand. The fact that six hundred were “choice” or “first-rate” (baḥûr) 
and that all of the chariots had chariot officers over them indicates that the heart of the well-
trained, well-equipped army was engaged in pursuit of the Israelites, not merely a small 
contingent or token force.

Vs. 8-9 - Once again God “hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt,” just as he had done in 
the case of each of the eleven signs, which included the ten plagues. Again, God’s purpose was 
to humiliate Pharaoh and the Egyptians, to expose the nonsense of their religion, and to show 
himself the only true God. Pharaoh put in motion a full chariot pursuit of the Israelites, who had 
been going out confidently (“marching out boldly”) so far, buoyed in spirit by the favor God had 
shown them during all the plagues and by the fear God had placed in the hearts of the 
Egyptians after the Passover. The Israelites were an army but one that traveled on foot with all 
dependents and possessions including cattle; the Egyptian army, on the other hand, was a 
professional military force able to move much faster with its horse-drawn chariots, so whatever 
time had elapsed between the Israelites’ Passover morning departure and the Egyptians’ 
decision to gather the chariot forces and pursue them, the Israelite lead had now been easily 
overcome.

It is not clear from the wording of v. 9 that Egyptian footsoldiers were used in the pursuit. The niv 
translation (“all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, horsemen and troops”) makes it seem so, 
especially by reason of rendering the Hebrew ḥayil as “troops” when in fact it is a collective 
noun that means “force” or “army.” A more precise translation would be: “The Egyptians pursued 
them, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and his chariot drivers—his force—and caught up with 
them camped at the sea.” The mention of the location of the Israelite encampment as “by the 
sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon” may seem redundant in light of how clearly the 
location had been established in v. 2, but this sort of repetition kept ancient audiences clear 
about details (they were mostly listening to the story read to them rather than reading it 
themselves from a scroll) and to remind even the most literate reader that the Israelites were 
attacked while encamped with their backs to the sea, that is, both unprepared and without a 
viable escape route.



Vs. 10-12 - The sight of hundreds—perhaps thousands—of approaching chariots apparently 
drove all memory of God’s assurances through Moses to the Israelites in 14:1–4 out of their 
minds. Those assurances were relatively generally worded, and it is possible that many or most 
Israelites had mistakenly regarded them as promises that Pharaoh’s pursuit would not reach 
them but fail en route. Accordingly, when they actually saw the Egyptian chariotry coming at 
them and realized their helpless position (from a human point of view) as a poorly armed, 
untrained, unprepared army encamped with its back to the sea, they panicked. To their credit 
they at least “cried out to the Lord,” showing that they regarded him as the one to save them.
Verses 11–12 provide a summation of complaints spoken to Moses with the benefit of 
reconstructed hindsight—a classic instance of what is now called “recovered memory.” The 
Israelites and those who joined them had hardly been forced to depart from Egypt. They had 
been only too glad to accept freedom from their bondage. In light of the bitter reproach of the 
Israelite foremen when Pharaoh had increased their workload as a result of Moses’ demands 
(5:19–21), it is conceivable that some percentage of Israelites may have said at one time or 
another prior to the commencement of the plagues something like “Leave us alone; let us serve 
the Egyptians.” But that had not been what anyone had consistently said, nor was it the 
prevailing attitude at any time. Now they suddenly “recalled” those words and the “fact” that they 
had all along thought the exodus was a bad idea. Faced with what they believed to be their 
imminent death, they redefined their recent history. Their pessimism was ill-founded entirely. 
The Egyptians were interested in capturing them and returning them to slavery rather than 
killing them (14:5), so their claim that “it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians” 
was actually only a statement of the very thing the Egyptians had in mind for them. So they 
were wrong on two counts: they thought the Egyptians were coming to kill them, and they did 
not believe that God would rescue them. This was the first of the postexodus declarations by 
Israelites that they should have stayed where they came from. The others (e.g., Num 14:1–4; 
Josh 7:6–9) share considerably the theme of this one: when hardship is encountered, the 
miserable past suddenly looks like the good old days. The Israelites were simply thinking the 
way most people think of the past when the present seems unbearable.

Vs. 13-14 - In contrast to the majority of Israelites, Moses had understood the meaning of God’s 
earlier promise of protection (14:2–4)—and had not only understood it but believed it. This 
speech of Moses represents perhaps his finest hour yet in the leadership of Israel. He urged 
calm, commanded simple, patient waiting (but not total inaction; see below), reassured the 
people that what seemed to them a certainty that they would die in the wilderness (v. 12) was in 
fact the last, hopeless gasp of Egyptian hubris, and explained to them the most basic tenet of 
Old Testament holy war: God fights for his people and—no matter how undertrained, ill-
equipped, poorly organized, or outclassed they might be—eliminated their foes.

From the point of view of God’s attributes, Moses’ speech alludes to five: (1) God is a dispeller 
of fear, a comforter of those who are afraid. (2) God is a deliverer from distress. (3) God invites 
and expects his people to trust in him (“Stand firm … you need only to be still”). (4) God 
removes danger. (5) God is a warrior against the forces of evil. The timing and application of 
these attributes are under God’s control, not man’s, but Moses could offer strong assurances to 
the Israelites in this instance because of what God had already said through him to them in 
regard to his plan to humiliate Egypt yet again, a last time.



A better translation of vv. 13–14 would be: “Don’t be afraid. Stay where you are and see the 
Lord’s salvation, which he will provide for you today. Because you have seen the Egyptians 
today, you will never see them again. The Lord will fight for you. You do not need to do 
anything.” Of particular note is the translation of the last sentence of v. 13. The modern English 
versions usually render this in the manner of the niv, “The Egyptians you see today you will 
never see again,” but that is not in fact the meaning. The meaning is that of our translation. 
What Moses was saying was, in effect: “You should be glad you are seeing the Egyptian army 
coming at you. Because you have seen the Egyptians, it means that God’s prediction that he 
will trick them and trap them is about to be fulfilled. If you didn’t see them, now that would be 
cause for worry because then God’s prediction to us would not be coming true.

Vs. 15 - The Israelites had assumed they were hopelessly trapped, with their backs to the sea 
and the Egyptians approaching them quickly by land (14:10–12). Where could they go? They 
couldn’t possibly outrun the chariot-borne Egyptians even if they already had been moving on 
foot and not encamped. And they obviously couldn’t just walk into the sea, could they? In fact 
the latter option, seemingly impossible and not having occurred to any of them, was exactly 
what God had in mind all along. His plan of deliverance for Israel and destruction for the 
Egyptian army involved something easy for the Creator of all things and all minds to imagine 
and execute—the parting of a body of water by wind (v. 21)—yet something previously outside 
of the realm of experience and therefore outside the realm of concept for either the Egyptians or 
Israelites.

No contradiction between v. 10 (“the Israelites … were terrified and cried out [plural] to the 
Lord”) and v. 15 (“the Lord said to Moses, Why are you [singular] crying out to me?”) should be 
assumed. It was standard for the "to speak to God using Moses as their intermediary and vice 
versa, a practice that eventually became “official” with the formal request of 20:18–19. 
Moreover, Moses was consistently identified with the character and fate of the people as a 
whole; as their leader he had to accept criticism leveled at them even if he himself was not 
responsible. Moses knew that whatever God said to him was normally meant also for them. The 
first half of v. 15 is thus meant as a rebuke to the Israelites, not as a reference to some lack of 
faith on Moses’ part that was not revealed in his words as quoted in vv. 13–14. Moses may not 
have known how God would deliver the Israelites, but he was certain they would be delivered.

In saying “Tell the Israelites to move on,” God was asking for a breaking of camp, rounding up of 
animals, packing of belongings, an orderly departure by ranks. All this would take many hours, 
and, indeed, the remainder of that day and almost the entire evening were used in the process 
of getting the Israelites out of their encampment and into and across the sea (vv. 19–22).


